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Israel resumes house demolitions 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) _ 71k Israeli 
army on ^ Friday began knocking down Palestinian 
houses which it says were built illegally in West Bank 
areas still concrolled by the Jewish state, a military 
spokesman said. A house near the autonomous West 
Bank town of Jemn was demolished alon° with sev- 
eral buildings belonging to Palestinian farSiers in the 
Jofdam Valley region east of Nablus. The army also 
destroyed some terraced fields in the Hebron region. 
The spate of demolitions was suspended during the 
IsraeJi-Palesdnian negotiations on the Hebron accord 
which was sealed last week after months of stalemate. 
The Israeli army has so for demolished more than 700 
buildings which it says were built without correct per- 
mission. 
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- Shraideh laid to rest in hometown 

Deir Ahi Said (Petra) — Depuiisinu tiir Hi> Mujoiy Kine Hus- 
sein. His Rnyul Highness Cniwn Prince Havan Friday anended 
the funeral pmcessii n nf the late Abdullah Klcib Shnudeh. u 
body was laid to rest on Friday at his hi imeiimn nt' Lteir Abi Said 
after Friday prayer. The Lae Shraideh. a former Speaker nf the 
Lower House uf Parliament, former minister t)f suite and .senaror. 
passed away on Wednesday at the age of 120. Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Kabarid and Speaker of the Lower House of 
Pariiamem Sa’ d Hayd Srnur mtuimed his death on Wednesday. 
After attending the prayers and the burial ceremony. Prince Has- 
son offered condolences to the Shniiduh tribes, noting his ser- 
vices to his country and pa pie. and describing hi m as one of the 
first generation pioneers of Jordan. Also amending the funeral 
were Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawndi, Speaker of the Upper 
“House of Parliament Ahmad A1 LawzL cabinet ministers, sena- 
tors. deputies and Irbid gcivenmr. 
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Palestinians mark 
Hebron massacre 

Relatives of Baruch Goldstein's victims 
demand settlers' eviction from tense town 


HEBRON (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
came to Hebron Friday to hold 
his firsr cabinet meeting in the 
newly Palestinian-ruJed city 
while residents marked the 
third anniversary of the mur- 
der by a Jewish settler of at 
least 30 worshippers in Ibrahi- 
mi Mosque. 

Ml Arafat flew in by heti- 
ccpter from his Gaza Gty 
headquarters for his second 
visit since Israeli troops with- 
drew from about 80 per cent of 
the city a week ago. 

His first visit on Sunday was 
greeted by tens of thousands of 
cheering Palestinians, but Fri- 
day's arrival was more low key. 

After landing, Mt Arafat lit a 
torch in front of the new 
teadquanes of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
symbolising the new era 
which has come to the last 
main West Bank town to have 
teen under full Israeli occupa- 
tion. About 200 people gath- 
ered amid heavy security to 
welcome their presidenL 
. Id addition to ministers in 
Ml Arafat’s self-rule cabinet, 
Friday night's meeting was 
to- invedve members of the 
executive committee of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion <PH3), Palestinian offi- 
cials said. 

Ml Arafat's visit coincided 
with ceremonies marking the 
third anniversary of the 1994 
massacre at the Ibrahimi 
Mosque, a sacred site for both 
Muslims and Jews. 

About 150 relatives of those 
kille d in die massaoe met in a 
hotel next to City Hall where 
there were new calls for Jewish 
settlers who still live under 
heavy Isaeli army guard in the 
city center to leave. 

“As long as the settlers are 
still here, there can still be 
massacres,” said Aref Abu 


Hatfid, whose 12-year-old son 
Gaber was among those 
killed at the mosque. 

Referring to a Jan 1 shooting 
spree by an off-duty Israeli sol- 
dier which wounded six Pales- 
tinians in Hebron’s market, he 
added; “Ws saw 15 days ago 
what can happen, and it will 
happen again unless they 
leave.” 

After prayers, dozens of 
Palestinians marched to the 
nearby Jewish settler enclave 
of Avraham Avinu. A few 
Israeli soldiers tried to push 
back die crowd. ‘'Every day, 
you make new laws,” Hashem 
Abash, 37, yelled at the sd- 
diers. ‘*^fe don’t want settlers 
here. We don’t like them. Ttey 
don’t like us.” 

Eventually, the marches 
turned bade 

The confrontation took place 
in the spot where last Friday, 
just hours after Israel’s troop 
withdrawal from most of 
Hebron, Palestinians had 
thrown stales and potatoes at 
Isaeli sokfiers. 

Ahead of Friday prayers, 
Israeli troops searched wor- 
shippers entering the mosque, 
and just before noon dosed the 
gates when it became apparent 
they, could ox check everyone 
in time. Sokfiers pushed hack 
Palestinians trying to force 
their way into the shrine. 

Nearly 2 JXX) Muslims 
remained outside and started 
idling out prayer mats in the 
ccwrtyard of the fortress-like 
shrine. More straw mats as 
well as buckets with water for 
the ritual washing of hands 
were passed from inside to 
those outside. 

Worshippers were angry. 

Mahmoud Abdul Khalek, 
50, fora the northern West 
Bade town of Jemn, said he 
bad driven for 150 kilometres 
just to pray at the mosque. 


‘They broke my heart,’* Me 
A bdul Khalek said of the sol- 
ders who kept turn from foe 
site. 

‘’Hebron was liberated and I 
thought I could go inside and 
pray freely,” said the Arabic 
teacher. ‘7 also wanted to 
remember the massacre. It is a 
crime we should remember” 

In a memorial ceremony Fri- 
day. the head of the Islamic 
court in Hebron gave decora- 
tive wall plates with a picture 
of the mosque and the name of 
each victim to the families of 
those killed in 1994. 

Adrian Abu Sneineh, who 
lost his 14-year-old sou Tareq 
in the massacre, said he would 
not test until the settlers left 
Hebron. “I believe there win 
be do peace in tins city,” he 
said. 

Also Friday sue Israeli 
descendants of 67 Jews killed 
in riots in Hebron in 1929 met 
here with Palestinian security 
chief Jibril Rajoub to discuss 
ways of improving relations 
between Palestinians and Jews. 

The six, led by a well-known 
leftwing mflitant Haim Haneg- 
bfe congrainlated:GoIoneI 
Rajoub fbr the “Hbennion of 
Hifcron” fromJsraetinileand 
preposed the establishment of 
a museum in the dry tracing 
the history of “Jewish- Arab 
cooperation,” participants said. 

Hebron’s Jewish settlers con- 
stantly hark back to foe 1929 
riots to justify their com- 
plaints that land's recent with- 
drawal from most of Hebron 
has left them open to attacks by 
Palestinian radicals. 

Hebron’s Palestinians for 
their pan say the Goldstein 
massacre demonstrates die 
threat represented by foe con- 
tinuing presence here of Jew- 
ish zealots. 


Barak ready to accept 
state for Palestinians 


Kabariti sends 
messages to 
Netanyahu, Levy 

TEL AVTV (Petra) — Jordan 
on Thursday sent messages to 
the Israeli leadership dealing 
with Jordaman-Israeli rela- 
tions, issues of common con- 
cern and developments in foe 
Middle East Peace process on 
the various tracks. Jordan’s 
Ambassador to Israel Omar 
Rifai first delivered one of foe 
messages ro Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu and another to 
Israeli] Foreign Minister 
David (Levy. The letters were 
seat by Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. Mr. Rifai 
told POTa that in his meeting 
with Mr. Levy the Israeli 
minister voiced Israel's 
appreciation of efforts by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Mr. Kabariti that helped 
Israel and the Palestinians 
reach the recent accord over 
Hebron. 

Raytheon secures 
Egyptian contract 

BEDFORD (AFP) — 
Raytheon Electronic Systems 
said Friday it had signed a 
contract worth $206 million 
with the U.S. army on behalf 
of the government of Egypt 
for the renovation of eight 
Hawk missiles. Under foe 
contract. Raytheon will pro- 
duce modification kits ■ to 
upgrade Hawk to the latest 
configuration, in conjunction 
with remanufacturing the 
retained pardons of the 
equipment to a “like new” 
condition. Raytheon will also 
provide spares, training and 
training simulators, test 
equipment and technical 
assistance in Egypt upon 
delivery of the systems. 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
leading contender to take 
over Israel’s opposition 
Labour Party said on Friday 
be accepted the likelihood 
of a Palestinian state and 
criticised party colleagues 
who sought common 
ground with the ruling 
Likud Party. 

Ebud Barak, a former 
armed forces chief who 
served as foreign minister 
until last May, said on a visit 
to Paris that Israel had to 
accept that the outcome of 
Middle East peace negotia- 
tions could well 'bei a limited 
Palestinian state, but it was 
not up to Labour to demand 
this. . "=■ 

“We should realise that the 
end result of the whole 
process might become a 
kind of Palestinian state, 
even if this state is limited 
by agreements that are 
reached,” he said. 

Ml Barak indirectly criti- 
cised his main rival to suc- 
ceed Shimon Peres as 
Labour leader, Yossi Beilin, 
for holding exploratory talks 
with Likud politicians on a 
possible minimum platform 
for final status negotiations 
with the Palestinians. 

He warned that Labour 
could lose its identity, weak- 
en its position in criticising 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s hardline gov- 
ernment and drive voters to 
vote for the secular leftist 
Meretz Party. 

“In a way this kind of dia- 
logue blurs the essence of 
difference instead of empha- 
sising it,” Mr. Barak told a 


forum organised by French 
Jewish ratio station Radio 
Shalom. 

“If we disappear into 
Likud or blur the differences 
between us by a sort of 
destructive ambiguity, we 
will find ourselves unable to 
show the right way,” he 
said.' 

The fundamental differ- 
ence between tire two main 
Israeli parties was that 
Labour wanted a complete 
separation from foe Pales- 
tinians whereas Likud still 
wanted “to have its cake and 
eat It”, by maintaining con- 
trol, he said. 

“I would prefer that 
Labour state its position 
clearly and stand like a 
lighthouse, telling the pople 
that this is the right policy,” 
he said 

Mr. Barak brushed aside 
the idea of entering a nation- 
al unity government with 
Mr. Netanyahu, who faces 
opposition by hardliners in 
his party and far-righrists in 
his coalition to any conces- 
sions to the Palestinians. 

But the former general 
said Labour would continue 
to 1 provide Mr. Netanyahu 
with support whenever he 
took a step forward in the 
peace process, as it did last 
week in voting for the 
agreement on Hebron. 

Mr. Netanyahu said 
Thursday he had a contin- 
gency plan should Yasser 
Arafat declare a Palestinian 
state, and a radio station 


(Continued on page 7} 



INNOCENT VICTIMS: The wife and daughter of a man killed in a bomb explosion 
in Algeria mourn the loss. At least 200 people were reportedly killed in a series of 
bomb blasts blamed on anti-government guerrillas in Algeria last week in a stepped- 
up campaign of ruthless violence (see page 5) (AFP photo) 


Israel sends signals of possible 
resumption of talks with Syria 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israel and Syria have been 
exchanging documents on a 
formula for resuming stalled 
peace talks but have not suc- 
ceeded in reaching an agree- 
ment to return to the negoti- 
ating table, Israeli officials 
said Friday. 

“Israel has effectively 
transmitted several messages 
to Damascus, mainly 
through the special Euro- 
pean envoy for tire Middle 
East, Miguel Moradnos,” a 
senior foreign ministry offi- 
cial told AFP. 

“We have assured Syria 
that we are not harbouring 
any aggressive intentions 
towards it and that we have 
not placed our troops on a 
state of alert,” the official 
said. 

“We have also shown our 
desire to return to the negoti- 
ations based on the Madrid 
conference (in March 1991) 
arid Security Council Reso- 
lution 242,” which colls for 
Israel's withdrawal from 


occupied Arab territories. 

But the official said Syria 
has responded by imposing 
demands that Israel consid- 
ers unacceptable. 

“(Syria) is not content with 
recommending that the 
negotiations resume on the 
principle of an exchange of 
land-for-peace, it is also 
demanding to begin with 
that Israel commits to with- 
draw from the Golan up to 
the June 4, 1967 line,” he 
said. 

The official also said that 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy and his Syrian 
counterpart Farouk A1 
Sharaa could meet during 
the April conference of 
Mediterranean and North 
African foreign ministrers 
in Malta. 

Syria demands thar talks 
resume at the point where 
they broke off last February 
with the previous Israeli 
Labour government, which 
agreed in principle to with- 
draw from the occupied 


Golan Heights in exchange 
for a peace treaty. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu of the Likud 
Party, who before coming to 
office in June ruled out any 
return of the Golan, has 
refused to negotiate based on 
these unwritten agreements 
and says talks must resume 
without preconditions. 

During the weekly Israeli 
cabinet meeting, Mr. 
Netanyahu said he was keen 
for the talks with Syria to 
resume as quickly as possi- 
ble officials said. 

But he said he did consider 
himself “tied to the verbal 
commitments given by the 
previous government on a 
withdrawal from the Golan,” 
an official said. 

The Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper reported on Fri- 
day that the exchange of 
documents was carried out 
via U.S. and European inter- 
mediaries with the consent - 
of Ml Netanyahu and Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad. 


King returns after 
Umra and talks 
with King Fahd 


Prince Saud to visit Jordan after \ Eid 


Albright talks tough on 


Sudan, Cuba and China 


Cohen sworn in as defence secretary. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — The United States will seek 
to obtain new United Nations sanctions against Sudan 
because of its alleged support for terrorism. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright said on Friday. 

“We will continue to insist that Sudan desist from sup- 
porting terrorist activities and will be following up in New 
York to try to get additional sanctions," Ms. Albright told a 
news conference. 

Meanwhile, former Senator William Cohen of Maine was 
sworn in as defence secretary, putting a Republican in Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton’s cabinet 

Mr. Cohen took the oath from Vice-President AI Gore in 
the White House Oval Office with President Clinton stand- 
ing behind him. 

Mr. Clinton said foe Senate's 99-0 vote to confirm Mr. 
Cohen ‘’sent a strong signal of its intention 10 work ... in a 
bipartisan spirit to preserve and enhance our national secu- 
rity. Bill Cohen is foe embodiment of that spirit.” 

Mr. Cohen told Mr. Clinton he looked forward to ''serv- 
ing you on a bipartisan team to a new century with daritv 
of purpose.” 

In Mr. Clinton’s two terms, Mr. Cohen is the first and 
only Republican in foe 14-member cabinet. Ms. Albright 
was sworn in Thursday as foe nation’s first female secre- 
tary of state. 

In her press conference on Friday Ms. Albright said 
Washington would maintain its tough isolationist policy on 
Cuba and said it was a mistake to have a "romantic view” 
of communist leader Fidel Castro. 

“Cuba is an embarrassment to the Western hemisphere 
and 1 think we need to keep making clear that there needs 
to be a change there,” she said. 

Ms. Albright, living up to her reputation for tough talk, 
also took on China over Hong Kong and human rights. 

“I stated during my confirmation hearings that 1 would 
tell it like it is to the American people and to whatever for- 
eign leaders I deal with." she told the press conference. 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
. returned home on Friday 
after performing foe 
Umra pilgrimage and 
talks with Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd that resulted 
in foe scheduling of a 
visit to Jordan by the 
Saudi foreign minister. 
Prince Saud AI Faisal. 

An official statement 
issued here said Prince 
Saud will visit Jordan 
after ‘Eid AI Fitr, which 
marks foe end of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 
^to .follow up on the talks 
launchetF during foe 
meeting between the two 
monarois on Thursday. 

King Hussein, accom- 
panied by members of 
. foe. . Royal family and 
-Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh and other offi- 
cials, flew to Medina on 
Thursday. He was wel- 
comed by Prince 
Mohammad Ben Abdul 
Aziz, governor of Medi- 
na, and senior Saudi 
officials. 

King Hussein prayed at 
. foe Prophet Moham- 


mad's Mosque in Medina 
before leaving for Mecca 
where he ~ performed 
Umra 

King Hussein later vis- 
ited Riyadh and met King 
Fahd for talks on issues 
of common concern and 
pan- Arab affairs. 

The Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said that 
in foe talks, “which were 
held in a brotherly 
atmosphere. King Hus- 
sein noted that Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia were 
bound by very strong 
brotherly ties and called 
for efforts to be made to 
further stimulate com- 
mon Arab action." 

The two sides stressed 
(he need for continued 
contacts among Arab 
leaders to enhance coop- 
eration in political and 
economic fields. Petra 
said. 

Upon his return to 
Amman the King and foe 
delegation accompanying 
him were received by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and 
senior officials. 


Editor of Abed Rabbo detained on charges of slander 


Two others convicted amid mounting controversy over tabloids' ethics 


By Ran a Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The editor of 
a satiric weekly has been 
ordered detained by the 
Amman prosecutor for 15 
days on chaiges for slander- 
ing a Jordanian deputy and 
a minister. A request to 
release him on bail was 
denied, official sources said 
Friday. 

The' prosecutor, Jamal 
Zougby, said he issued foe 
arrest order against Omar 
Nadi, editor-in-chief of the 
weekly Abed Rabbo. after 
' compfaiats were filed by 
Minister of Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majali and 
Islamist Deputy Ibrahim 


Zeid Kilani. 

Also on Thursday two 
editors of two weeklies 
were sentenced each to 
eight and nine months 
imprisonment by foe 
Amman Court of First 
Instance after being found 
guilty of violating the Press 
and Publications Law. 

Na’el Sulah, editor of the 
10- month-old weekly AI 
Haqiqa (the truth), who was 
detained for four days in 
July on charges of slander 
and lack of accuracy in 
reporting, was sentenced to 
nine months in prison and 


“I am planning to appeal 
foe sentence which was a 
surprise to me because this 
is the second time a journal- 
ist was sentenced to a 
prison term," Mr. Salah rold 
the Jordan Times Friday. 

In similar press and publi- 
cation cases in the past, he 
added, journalists were 
ordered only to pay a max- 
imum fine of JD 1,000. 

Mr. Salah. who was 
standing trial at the court 
for 1 1 cases of. the Press 
and Publications Law vio- 
lations. was found guilty 
in three of those lawsuits. 

Khalid Kassassbeh. for- 
mer editor of the tabloid 


sentenced by the same 
court to eight-month 
imprisonment for publish- 
ing pornographic articles. 

Mr. Kassassbeh, who. 
according to informed 
sources, had emigrated to 
foe United States, has 15 
days to appeal the verdict. 

If no appeal was made, 
the sources added, the sen- 
tence will be final. 

Charges pressed by Mr. 
Zougby against Mr. Nadi, 
who was arrested in his 
office, include overlooking 
objectivity, honesty and 
accuracy in reporting, pub- 
lishing inaccurate news, 
slander and tarnishing the 


"The reason I ordered 
Mr. Nadi’s detention was 
the direct slander published 
against Deputy Kiluni 
describing him as a 'hyp- 
ocrite' and the direct accu- 
sation against Minister 
Majali of stealing cars. - Mr. 
Zougby said. 

Mr. Zougbv told the Jefr- 
dan Times Friday that ikt. 
Nadi pleaded not guilty to 
the charges, adding that foe 
case will be referred to 
court within a few days. 

Editor Abed Rabbo 
Yousef Gheishan charged 
that Mr. Kilani and Mr, 
Majali "are in a sensitive 


(Continued on page 7) 


was ordered to pay 

JD 15.000 for "spreading _ 

false news and publishing — -weekly AI Bitid.'JWho "iir image Sftd~ dignity OF iil'di-' - 
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UAE 
prepares 
Second 
shipment 
of relief 
to Iraq 

■ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
gfoup of United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) volunteers is 
preparing to send a second 
shipment of food and medi- 
- ci#ie for Iraqi children, 
many of whom are suffer- 
ing from malnutrition 
because of crippling U.N. 
sections. 

Earlier this month. 10 
IJ,\E men sailed to Iraq 
with 32 tonnes of miik. 
' medicine, hospital equi£>- 
rtient and other items, in tfye 
first such shipment from an 
.Arab country to Iraq since 
the embargo was imposed 
after Iraqi troops invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

The second delivery will 
be much bigger, and volun- 
teers have been promised a 
•'surprise” by Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Rashid A1 
Maktum. The crown prince 
of Dubai and UAE defence 
minister, who donated 1.5 
million dirhams ($408,000) 
to-the previous shipment. 

"There will be a surprise 
by Sheikh Mohammad for 
the next trip. We don't 
know what it is.” said 
Mohammad Rakan. infor- 
mation officer for the cam- 
paign. 

Dubbed the “love trip." it 
will include one or two 
sljips with a capacity of 
“4.100 tonnes and it will be 
launched in the first week 
of February- The two ves- 
sels have been donated by 
loial businessmen. 

The first shipment arrived 
.in:' Iraq on Jan. 12 and the 

. 'VL 



Turkish trucks loaded with goods for Iraq wait at the border crossing. The flow of goods into Iraq through Turkey has 
gone up dramatically in recent months, reports say (AFP photo) 


men themselves supervised 
the distribution of aid tc* 
children in hospitals. 

"The situation in Iraq is 
really tragic. You just go 
there and see ... children are 
suffering from malnutrition 
and diseases and there is a 
severe shortage in medical 
supplies and equipment at 
the hospitals," Mr. Rakan 
said. 

“Some of our men could 
not stop crying when they 
saw the children ... How 
could man in this age 
accept this situation. It is 
not their fault.” 

Mr. Rakan was speaking 
inside a large Arabian rent 
set up at the Abu Dhabi sea- 
side to collect cash and 
relief donations. Piles of 
clothes, milk bottles, medi- 
cine and other items filled 
the tent, which was adorned 
on the outside with slogans 


reading “From the UAE 
people to the Iraqi children 
with love." 

Mr. Rakan said there had 
been a rush by the public 
and companies to donate 
money and relief items and 
their campaign has received 
encouragement from offi- 
cials. 

“We have the blessing 
and support of their high- 
nesses the president Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan, Sheikh Moham- 
mad and the other rulers.” 

Sheikh Zayed. 80. has 
repeatedly called for a rec- 
onciliation between Arab 
states and Iraq and urged a 
lifting of the embargo, 
which the United Nations 
says will only be removed 
once Iraq dismantles its 
programmes for weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Last month, Iraq resumed 


exports of more than 
500,000 barrels of oil a day 
under an agreement with 
the United Nations to 
finance food and medicine 
imports, the first easing of 
the embargo in more than 
six years. 

“We are determined to 
help the Iraqi children. 
There will be a third ship 
and there could be a fourth 
and a fifth,” Mr. Rakan 
said. 

“Our objective is purely 
humanitarian and has noth- ' 
ing to do with politics or 
propaganda- We just want 
to help in saving the Iraqi 
children and to stir the 
human feelings everywhere 
... we hope others wiU fol- 
low suiL” 

According to French 
humanitarian group Equili- 
bre quoting U.N. reports, 
the sanctions have caused 


the deaths of some 560,000 
Iraqi children under five 
years old 

Mr. Rakan said the UAE 
men were moved by the 
reception from the Iraqis to 
the first shipment. “It was a 
tumultous welcome which 
we had not expected. Thou- 
sands of them flocked to the 
port and were chanting for 
the UAE and carrying por- 
traits of its president and 
rulers.” 

He said the first ship had 
not been disturbed by West- 
ern navies enforcing the 
U.N. embargo against Iraq 
because they had been offi- 
cially informed about it. 

In the last two years, the 
UAE government has sent a 
number of ships carrying 
aid to Iraq, although it has 
not bad diplomatitfrelations 
with Baghdad since the 
1991 Gulf war. 


U.S.: Company deals with Sudan and Syria are within law 


Tfl 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Utjiied States said on Thurs- 
day it operated within the law 
in permitting American firms 
to do business with Sudan 
and Syria, which Washington 
considers state sponsors of 
“tcjncrism." 

Although Washington has 
imposed comprehensive 
sanctions on five countries on 
its ‘Terrorism" list — Libya. 
Iran. Iraq. North Korea and 
Cuba — the sanctions on two 
other ■Terrorism” list states 
— Sudan and Syria — arc 
"not total «bul) partial .** state 
department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said. 

As a result, there can be no 
anti-* sales io Sudan and Syria 
uo| transfers of money to 
ihi** countries “that would 
support acts of terrorism in 
die United States." he said. 

Rut "if individual financial 
transactions are found not to 
hane an impact on any poten- 
tial act of terrorism or to fund 


any group that supports ter- 
rorism.- then ... These finan- 
cial transactions or. invest- 
ments may be permitted.” he 
said. 

The Washington Post 
reported on Thursday that the 
administration had eased a 
law barring financial transac- 
tions between U.S. Corpora- 
tions and countries accused 
of supporting terrorism to aid 
a California-based oil firm 
seeking a stake in a S93l) mil- 
lion deal in Sudan. 

Quoting unidentified Feder- 
al officials and documents, 
the newspaper said the 
August 1996 exemption to 
the anti-ierrorism act — 
which President Bill Clinton 
signed just four months earli- 
er — allowed Occidental 
Petroleum to seek a share of a 
mujur oil deal in Sudan. 

The exemption cleared the 
way for the company to 
negotiate with the Khartoum 
government despite the 


administration's avowed pol- 
icy of restricting U.S. com- 
merce with Sudan and six 
other countries blacklisted by 
the state department for sup- 
porting “terrorism.” the Post 
said. 

A state department official 
denied that Occidental had 
received any special treat- 
ment. “No exemptions to the 
Syria or Sudan regulations 
were requested or even dis- 
cussed in any way by occi- 
dental or any other compa- 
ny," said the official, who 
requested anonymity. 

The newspaper also report- 
ed that a similar exemption 
for Syria was put into effect 
last August. 

Mr. Bums told a news 
briefing he did not know 
details of the occidental case. 

The other Slate Department 
official said no waiver was 
needed because the regula- 
tions were written to allow 
business deals. He said when 


Congress passed the antijter- 
rorigp law. “at no point was 
there any indication that any- 
jjneonThe htU.v^n^d.to^- 
tail legitimate commercial or 
humanitarian transactions." 

The Post said the Syria 
exemption was intended to 
encourage Damascus' partic- 
ipation in the Middle East 
peace process. But Mr. Bums 
said “I’m not aware of any 
instance where the United 
Stares has given Syria a break 
in the application of our law, 
because we wanted to pro- 
mote a Syrian position on the 
Middle East negotiations." 

The exemption for Sudan 
allowed Occidental to join 
Canada’s Arakis Energy Corp 
in pursuing the development 
of a promising but aban- 
doned oil field in southern 
Sudan containing an estimat- 
ed 3.5 billion barrels, the Post 
said. 

But the newspaper reported 
the Sudanese government 


abruptly excluded Occidental 
from the AraRis-led consor-' 
dun in Noyembe* for “polit- , 
VCal - 5 pasons.il ■ > ;»•»:-« * \ 

On a related matter, the 
United States called for 
neighbouring African coun- 
tries to stop hiring mercenary 
units that are fighting in 
Sudan. 

“we are aware that there are 
mercenary groups that hire 
themselves out ... On one 
side or another in a variety of 
African countries tit the 
past," Mr. Bums said, citing 
Angola and Sierra Leone. 

“And our advice to the 
Angolans, to the Sierra Leo- 
nians. and our advice to all of 
the actors in eastern Sudan 
these days is not to hire mer- 
cenary outfits, not to bring 
arms in that just kill innocent 
civilians, but to try to lead the 
situation towards a peaceful 
outcome through negotia- 
tions," he said. 


Netanyahu backs police probe 
into attorney general scandal 




TEL AVIV (Agencies; — Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu called Friday for a 
police probe into charges he nominated a 
dose associate to be attorney general as 
pan of a deal to spare a key political ally 
from conviction on corruption charges. 

According to allegations in the Israeli 
media, Arieh Deri of the powerful utora- 
orthodox party Shas had threatened to with- 
hold his group's support for Mr. 
Netanyahu’s agreement with the Palestini- 
ans last week to extend self-rule to Hebron 
if his choice for attorney general was not 
accepted. 

According to a report on Israel's Channel 
I television, Mr. Deri allegedly had previ- 
ously concluded an agreement with 
prospective attorney general, Roni Bar-On, 
that would have assured him a plea-bargain 
in his ongoing corruption trial. 

Mr. Netanyahu angrily denied there was 
any connection between his nomination of 
Bar-On. a top official of his Likud Party, 
and Mr. Deri’s legal problems or the 
Hebron agreement i 

"There must be an independent and 
objective police investigation to reveal the 
truth in this affair," Mr. Netanyahu said Fri- 
day. 

State prosecutor Edna Arbel-Was due to 
meet soon with the chief of police investi- 
gations to discuss the possibility of opening 
an investigation into the Bar-On affair, 
judicial sources said. 

Shas is the second biggest party in Mr. 
Netanyahu's coalition government and its 
two ministers provided the prime minister 
with his majority when the cabinet voted 1 1 
to seven to approve the Hebron deal last 
week. 

Mr. Bar-On resigned within 12 hours of 
taking office under public criticism he was 
unfit for the job. 

Mr. Deri, who three years ago was interi- 
or minister but now faces trial for allegedly 
accepting bribes, hoped Mr. Bar-On would 
drop some of the charges against him and 


pave the way for his return to the cabinet, 
Israel television said earlier. 

The attorney general is responsible for 
prosecuting political figures accused of 
illegal actions. 

Mr. Netanyahu bowed to the pressure and 
nominated Mr. Bar-On to the post Jan. 10, 
five days before the Hebron deal was 
signed with the Palestinians and then 
approved by the Knesset, the television 
said. 

But Mr. Bar-On, withdrew his nomina- 
tion after the supreme court ordered a delay 
in his appointment following widespread 
protests from opposition and coalition 
members against the “political” appoint- 
ment. 

Labour Deputy Ophir Pines had filed a 
complaint with the court charging that Mr. 
Bar-On's appointment was politically moti- 
vated and designed to hinder investigations 
into right-wing politicians. i 

Mr. Bar-On, a well-known defence attor- 
ney and member of the central committee 
of Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud Party, was to 
replace Michael Ben-Yair, an appointee of 
Israel's former ' Labour government who 
had angered the prune minister by indicting 
several of his close associates. 

The justices did not rule that Mr. Bar- 
On's appointment was illegal, bur said they 
wanted to study the written protocol on his 
nomination. 

This latest turn in the affair, “if proven 
true, is the most serious violation of the rule 
of law Israel has ever seen. It's on the level 
of Wateigate,” Israeli radio's legal com- 
mentator Moshe Hanegbi said. 

The television stood by die story, saying 
it had “compromising” recordings of con- 
versations of Mr. Deri praising the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Bar-On. 

Tlie Labour Party demanded that a "state 
commission of inquiry" be set up to look 
into the matter while the far-left opposition 
Meretz Party has called for a police inves- 
tigation. 


Clerides grants pardon to three Israelis 


NICOSIA (AFP) — 1 Three Israelis 
involved in a daring escape; bid from Cypri- 
ot police custody were granted a rare presi- 
dential pardon on Thursday, less than three 
months into their sentences. 

Central Prison governor George Anastas- 
siades said the Israelis would be deported 
from Cyprus aboard a flight to Tel Aviv on 
Sunday 

David Biton, 24, and Shimon Amor. 28. 
stopped at gunpoint the police car Sept 1 1 
in which Biton's 21 -year-old brother. Avi. a 
star of the Israeli youth football team, and a 
fourth Israeli, Shuki Samana. 24. were 
handcuffed. \\ 

David Biton and Amor severed the police 
radio link, cut the handcuffs off Avi Biton. 
and Samana and all four fled on two motor- 
cycles across the greea line and into Turk- 
ish-held northern Cyprus. 


The northern authorities handed the four 
men to U.N. officials and they were sent 
back to Cyprus police. 

They were tried in November with David 
Biton and Amor receiving four-year sen- 
tences. while Samana walked free and Avi 
Biton received a 30-month sentence for 
exchanging and possessing fake U.S. bills. 

Ad Israeli embassy spokesman in Nicosia 
said he was unaware of the reasons for the 
pardon, but it is believed that defence 
lawyers, in filing for the deportation, cited 
the fact that their clients were the only three 
Israelis at the prison, which also houses 
about 150 Arabs. 

They questioned the effectiveness of 
security measures to prevent any friction 
between the inmates, as there had been an 
earlier incident between one of the Israelis 
and an Arab prisoner. 


U.S. journalists call for release of Turkish editor 


NEW YORK (R) — More than 
300 leading U.S. journalists, 
media executives and human 
rights activists on Thursday 
asked the Turkish government 
immediately to free jafled etfitor 
Ocak Irik Yurtcu. now in .the 
third year of an almost 16-year 
sentence. 

A petition was handed to Tuik- 
ish Ambassador Nuzhet Ran- 
dom at the Turkish embassy in 
Washington by officials of the 
committee to protect journalists 
which last November gave Ml 
Y urtcu its International Press 


Freedom (CPS) award. 

Mr Yurtcu was sentenced to 
jail for allegedly publishing 
"separatist propaganda" about 
die conflict with Kurdish insur- 
gents under Turkey’s anti-terror- 
ism laws. He was the editor of 
(he now defunct daily Ozgur 
Gundem. 

CPJ chairwoman Kati Matron 
said the Turidsh ambassador 
agreed to send the petition to has 
government. The ambassador 
noted that many leading Turidsh 
journalists’ and some govern- 
ment officials shared the group's 


concerns, a statement from the 
journalist group said 
Among those signing die peti- 
tion were Terry Anderson, the 
former AP reporter held: hostage 
in Lebanon for seven years. New 
Yorker editor Tina Brown. NBC 
Anchorman Tom Brokaw, bil- 
lionaire financier George Soros. 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Hie 
Wiesel, CBS anchorman Dan 
Ratiier, New Yak Times pub- 
lisher Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, 
cartoonist Gary Trudeau and 
Tune magazine editor Walter 
Isaacson. 


0 


: JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
• PROGRAMME TWO 

1 Canoun 

! 14:30 .Chris Cross 

1 15:00 Feature Film — “Past the 

j Blejcltcrs - ' 

! 16:50 Call For Prayer And lltar 

j 17:05 Documentary 

; 17:30 MuppctShow 

' ]&W> Scrie — Jack 

J 19;00 Le Journal 

;19tl5 Magazine — Ziva 

; 1^:30 News Headlines 

: 19:35 Comedy — Hanging with 
; Mr. Cooper ! 

, 20:00 Oriental Rugs i Duramen- 
: urv'i 

20:30 Prism 

■ 21:10 — Documentary 

j 22:00 News In English 

1 22:25 Lois & Clark — The New 
j Adventures of Superman 
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Ramadan Talks 

1 PRAYER TIMES. 
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1 06:29 
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• CHURCHES 

i; 

■!?Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. S 1 0740 
j Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
' 6327S5. 

Joseph Church Tel. 624590 


Church of the Ann unication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656 . 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. ; 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 82712b 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

iu Amman Td. 8 1 1 295 

EngGsb-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Td. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

fiit//ef/n supplied by the Depon- 
nic’in of Meteomlogy 
Stable weather conditions will 
prevail with temperatures rising 
slightly. It will be relatively cold, 
skies cloudy, and winds north- 
westerly to northeasterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds win be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman .03/1 1 

Aqaba — US/ i 8 

Deserts 4)2/13 

Jordan Yafley .OS TO 

Yesterday \ high temperatures.: 
Amman 11. Aqaba 16 Humidity 
readings: Amman 77 per cent. 
.Aqaba 65 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. FavezAl DaNxts — .759155 

Dr. Adrian Zaghloul .S9S140 

Dr. MazenAl Nhali &3CU55 

Dr. FakherKEbeis 5522233 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ..77S336 

Al Ascma pharmacy.. .037055 
Nairookh pharmacy ....623672 
Al Salam pharmacy -...636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy ....637660 

N'ajib pharmacy -...847632 

tRBCD: 

Dn MazenAbu Baker ..276852 

Al Quds pharmacy <■ — I 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazes AJ Safarini 985832 
KhaliTeh pharmacy -9S5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .—637 1 1 1 


Civil Defence Department 

- .661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

QvO Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 

637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints j661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints ...... 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7S7I11 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls :.0 10230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis,. 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ... 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

— .815615 

Electric Power Company 

— 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 . . 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


.8 138 13/32 

Khafidi Maternity, J. Amu 

...... 644281/6 

Akileb Maternity, J. Am 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani 

607071 

Sfameisani Hospital — 669131 

IKvurity Hospital 845845 

AFMuasher HospitaL667227/9 
The Islamic, AbdaH 666126/37 

Al-AMLAbdaE 66*164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Adi rafieh 

.775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital — —674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

: 1 09 1983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

; (09)900560 

ttw Sins Hospital —(09)986732 
Al Hiifflm Modern Hospital 

-(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

.(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: i.i 

Princess Haya Hospital 


(03*13141 )1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
{08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:55 — .. Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

10:30 ^Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 — London, Berlin (RJ) 

1935 .. Vienna (RJ) 

(VfcOO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

05:35 — -Bangkok (add) (RJ) 


23:50 London (KJl 

01:00 . -London. Damascus (BA) 
03:45 — Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wing? (RW) plights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 — Sharm Al Sheikh (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20* — : -Beirut (RJ) 

0fb45 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

lld)5 Vienna (RJ) 


Other Flights 

12ttQ ..Muscat Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15KB. Vienna (OS) 

18:15 — Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

21.-00 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22:20 Lamaca (CY) 

22:25 ... — — .Beirut (ME) 

22:35 — -Cairo (MS) 

23:40 —Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 04 £S 5 




HdO Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

U:50 Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

12:00 — —Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:15 — Cairo (RJ) 

20:00 -Bombay (RJ) 

2<fcQ5 —v -Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:20 Lamaca (RJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

21.-00 — Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
23HH) .-Jeddah (add) (RJi 

Other Flights 

00:15 Damascus, Amsterdam 
(KL) 

2 1 !?* — Beimt Athens (OAi 
—Beirut (ME) 


07:00 _ 

13:30 .Aba Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

19:15 Dubai (EK) 


Lamaca (CY) 
...Cairo (MS) 


23:10 

23 JO 

23:55 ^Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (AF) 

00:40 —Amsterdam (KL) 

Rome (AZ) 


0&30.~~ — -London (KJ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

- - - -Aqaba (RW) 

huaz railway 

TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 ajii. every 
Monday 

An: Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

De P- Damscus 7 JO a.m. every 
Sunday 

Arc Amman 5:00 pjn. every 

Sunday 

MARKET 

Upper/lower price in jUs /ter kg. 

£PP le - 700/500 

^ana (imported) . 900/700 

&***&e. 

S 3 ™? 1 .200/160 

Cauliflower. 170/100 

Cucumber fiaige) 180/100 

Cucumber (small J.-....330/2000 



Fava beans .800/650 

- 1100/850 

fa* - 150/80 

*- £mon 360/250 

Marrow ( 1 ^) 140/100 

lvIarT 0' w (small) 320/180 

Onion (green) iSft/100 

Onion fdiy j l80/100 

p ge —550/400 

? pperlroI >- —280/180 

j^-Pper (sweet) J80a80 

SJS; - mnoo 

Shtng beans.._ 600/400 

Tomato — 150/100 
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Home News 



Jordan Times, Saturday, January 25, 1997 / 


Boy reported missing in flooding incident 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A boy 
waS reponed missing by the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) at Muwaqqar as a 
result of a downpour which 
caused flooding Wednesday 
and Thursday, mainly 
impacting the southern 
parts of the country. 

Reports in the local press 
Friday quoted PSD officials 
as saying that the three-year 
old boy was in the company 
of his father when the car in 
which they were travelling 
broke down in the 
Muwatjqar Valley. 


The father was apparently 
rescued but Thursday 
evening the search contin- 
ued for the boy, repons 
said 

PSD Director Nasouh 
Muhieddin supervised 
emergency operations in 
the south to succour resi- 
dents of 30 homes at Wadi 
Hassa and Jurf Ai Darawish 
which were inundated by 
floodwatec. 

PSD helicopters partici- 
pated in rescue operations 
and apparently lifted resi- 
dents of floods-stricken 


areas to safer ground pro- 
viding them with food and 
helter. 

A Department of Meteo- 
ology spokesman told the 
ordan Times Friday that 
to rain was expected for 
:ither Saturday or Sunday 
sut that cold weather will 
xirsist with maximum tem- 
>erarures reaching 12 
degrees Celsius and drop- 
ping to two degrees at 
flight. 

An official at the Ministry 
jof Agriculture staled that 
[the -rain was particularly 


beneficial for fruits and 
vegetables. 

The Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) reported 
that Wednesday and Thurs- 
day's ram increased the 
level of water stored in the 
King Talal Dam to more 
than 43 million cubic 
metres. 

The Kingdom’s other four 
dams were also partially 
replenished and total 
amounts rose above SS mil- 
lion cubic metres by Thurs- 
day afternoon. 


JNFW discusses role in combating illiteracy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
role of the Jordan Nation- 
al Forum for Women 
(JNFW) in promoting lit- 
eracy was the theme of a 
meeting organised by the 
JNFW in Amman in coop- 
eration with the ministries 
of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs and Education. 

Ms. Najah Nawaiseh. 
rapporteur for the JNFW 
in the Amman region, told 
the meeting that combat- 
ing illiteracy was a nation- 
al duty for Jordanian 
women in general and the 
JNFW in particular and 
confirmed that the' JNFW 


has opened a number of 
centres directed to eradi- 
cate illiteracy in the gov- 
em orates. 

She stressed that illitera- 
cy obstructs women’s 
development socially, 
economically and politi- 
cally. 

Minister of. Education 
Munther Masri informed 
the meeting that illiteracy 
in the Kingdom has 
dropped to l? per cent 
among those aged 15 years 
and over, down from 65 
per cent in the : early 1960s. 

He affirmed that efforts 
will continue to bring the 


rate down to an estimated 
eight per cent by the year 
2000 and stated that the 
ministry is aiming to 
achieve this objective by 
opening adult literacy cen- 
tres and controlling school 
delinquency. 

Three working papers 
were reviewed during the 
meeting at the King 
Abdullah Mosque Com- 
plex and attended by lead- 
ing educationists. 

In one of these papers. 
Dr. . Ammar Kilani from 
the University of Jordan 
suggested that the Min- 
istry of Education set 


aside a special budget to 
eradicate illiteracy among 
women who, he pro- 
pounded, should not only 
receive basic education 
but also specific job skills. 

Another report by Dr. 
Samireh Khawaldeh from 
the Princess Alia College 
called on non-govemmen- 
tal organisations (NGOs) 
and voluntary groups to 
participate in the national 
effort to eradicate illitera- 
cy particularly among 
women. 


Jordan awaiting Lebanese information 
on disappearance of hotel director 


3BEIRUT (AFP) — Jordan still 
has not received a. response from 
Lebanon after twice requesting 
information on the disappearance 
of. a hotel director, Jordanian 
Ambassador Fakhri Abu Taleb said 
Thursday. 

**We haven’t received a response 
to the first memorandum sent Jan. 
4,” the day after Director of 
Finance for the Marriott Hotel in 
Beirut Darrar Kurmi was taken 
away by three Syrian intelligence 
plainclothes agents, Mr. Abu Taleb 
said. 

Mr. Karmi bas not been seen 
since. 

Mr. Abu Taleb told reporters: 
“We sent another memorandum on 
this subject yesterday." 

A Lebanese official Sunday told t 
AFP that Mr. Karmi had been kid- ' 
napped by three Syrian intelligence 
agents and that the abduction may 
be linked to recent anri-Syrian 
attacks in Lebanon and Syria. 

In a Wednesday interview, Attor- 
ney General Adnan Addoum told 
the pro-Syrian A I Sharq newspaper 
that Mr. Karami had been “arrested 
by the superintendent of the mili- 
tary court” of Beirut. He did not 
provide additional details. 

Mr. Karmi has worked for the 
Marriott for 14 years. He was 
employed at the Marriott Hotel in 
Amman before being transferred to 
Beirut 18 months ago to run the 



Darrar Karmi 

hotel’s financial affairs. 

The Marriott Company has hired 
two lawyers for the case. 

Sources close to the hotel in 
Amman denied earlier reports from 
Beirut that linked his seizure with 
recent anri-Syrian attacks. 

Thirteen people were killed and 
another 40 injured in a New Year’s 
Eve bombing of a bus in the centre 
of Damascus. 


Earlier last month, a Syrian bus 
was ambushed north of Beirut and 
the driver shot dead. 

The Marriott Hotel, which 
opened last year, is located in -the 
Jnah neighbourhood in west Beirut, 
next to a building occupied by (the 
Syrian army. 

Three weeks ago, hotel officials 
complained that the badly-main- 
tained army -post was harming the 
image of the luxury hotel, drawing 
the ire of Syrian soldiers. 

One official who had complained 
that the soldiers hung their clodies 
on windows facing client rooms 
and left garbage in front of ! the 
building was <v**n beaten. ^ourC-iS 
close to the Amman Marriott saui. 

The soldiers also attempted to 
exton money from the hotel, a 
common practice suffered by many 
institutions in Lebanon located 
near Syrian posts. 

However, when hotel manage- 
ment was contacted by AFP, it cat- 
egorically denied the information, 
saying it had “excellent relations" 
with the Syrian army troops next 
door. 

Syria is the main power-broker in 
Lebanon, where it maintains a 
force of 35,000 soldiers and intelli- 
gence agents, and has a treaty 
enabling it to detain suspects in 
Lebanon for questioning. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Crown Prince visits army headquarters 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Crown Prince Hassan Thursday visited 
Headquarters where he was received by Chairman of the Joint Chiejf: 
Kaaboeh. Prince Hassan attended an if tar. hosted in his honour, and 


fhe Royal Armoured Division 
s- of Staff Abdul Hafiz Mirei 
pjerformed the maghreb prayer. 


|UNDP to implement project 

AMMAN (Petra) — The United Nations Development Programme (IpNDP) is slated to implement 
a project, designed to upgrade the performance of those working in th : environmental .field, accord- 
ing to Director, General of the Environment Protection Corporation Sa [eh Shara’a. - The' project seeks 
to formulate a legal framework so as to implement the environment f rotection law. and implement 
field monitoring. Dr Shara3 saitL' The project’s proposal will be presented to the Brussels-based 
European Union for financing purposes. 

Minister, ambassador discuss jornt commiitee 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Preparations for i he joint Jordankm-Australian C 
for mid-March! was the main subject of discussion diiring a Thursday 
Industry and Trade Ali Abu Ragheb and Australian Ambassador to Jo 
Ragheb and Ms. Wickes also discussed bilateral relations and the 
nalian deputy prime minister and trade minister. The committee will 
economic and trade relations between the two countries. 


Itpmmittee meeting, scheduled 
meeting between Minister of 
njlan Merilyn Wickes. Mr. Abu 
forthcoming visit by the Aus- 
discuss means of enhancing 



Three young reciters of the Koran are all sm 
(photo by Tanya Habjouqa) 



iing Abdullah Mosque 


19-year old killed in ‘crime of honour’ 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN— A25-year- 
old-man, who Thursday 
shot and killed his mar- 
ried sister and critically 
wounded her husband in 
Mafraq, told authorities- 
that his actions were 
intended to cleanse his 
family’s honour, an offi- 
cial source said. 

According to the 
source 1 , the suspect, 
whom he declined to 
identify, shot his -sister 
Alia Abdul Karim, 19, 
mother of a 12-raonth 
old child and reportedly 
pregnant, three times in 
the head and back, went 


to his brother-in-law’s 
house and shot him three 
times then turned him- 
self into authorities. 

Ms. Abdul Karim died 
instantly, while her 40- 
year old husband, also 
unidentified, was taken 
to Mafraq Government 
Hospital and listed in 
critical condition, the 
source said. 

He stated that the 
woman had a relation- 
ship with her huSband 
prior to their marriage, 
subsequently became 
pregnant and married 
the man. 

Two months prior to 
the incident, the source 
told the Jordan Times, 


not 


Ms. Abdul Karim started 
evidencing family prob- 
lems. 

On Thursday, the 
woman apparently had a 
fight with her husband 
and returned to her fam- 
ily’s home in Balama in 
fraq 

nly 

[firs 

lock pregnancy and 
pressed their son to 
cleanse their honour’,” 
the source said. 

Last year. 14 women 
were reportedly killed in 
honour crimes in the 
Kingdom. 

Meanwhile, authorities 
Friday discovered the 
body of a male newborn 


“Her family did 
forgive, her [first] out-of- 
we3i 


dumped in a trash recep- 
tacle in the Msherfeh 
area near Zarqa. officials 
said. 

Sources said that the 
infant, a male, was evi- 
dently strangled as evi- 
denced by his bluish 
complexion, upon pre- 
liminary examination. 

A total of 10 persons 
involved in a road acci- 
dent Wednesday, which 
claimed the lives of five 
others in the Jordan Val- 
ley, -are currently under- 
going treatment at 
Princess Basma Hospital 
and some are expected 
to be discharged in the 
next few days, hospital 
officials said. 


Twenty-five people 
were admitted to the 
hospital following j a 
road accident which 
involved two passenger 
buses on the Irbid-Jor- 
dan Valley highway, r 

Official reports said 
that one of the buses 
heading from Irbid to tjie 
Jordan Valley swerved 
off of the road and 
slammed into the second 
bus which was headed; in 
the opposite directiori'. 

On New Years’ Eve, 
five youths were killed 
in a road accident on 
Gardens street, when 
they lost control of the 
car which struck a light 
pole. ? 


JTC Board of Directors 
approves company budget 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan Telecommunications 
Company (JTC) Board of 
Directors Friday approved die 
company’s JD 242 million 
1997 budget 

Chairman Walid Dweik said 
the company estimates rev- 
enues up to JD 242 million and 
expenses of around JD 155 
million. The profits, he said, 
would be deposited in the trea- 
sury. 

Mr. Dweik said the budget 
allows for planned expansion 
of the company, the largest 
number of residential and 
commercial telephone lines 
and improved quality of ser- 
vice and performance on all 
networks. 

The JTC replaced die 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (TCO on Jan. 1, 1997. 

The company was officially 
registered last October with a 
JD 250 million capital as a 


government shareholding 
company. 

Last week. Minister of Post 
and Communications Jamal 
Saraireh told a press confer- 
ence that the government 
intends to sell 26 per cent of 
the JTC equity to a “strategic 
partner” of international stand- 
ing before the end of this year. 

He said such a move would 
help the company expand and 
absorb advanced technology at 
no capital investment on the 
part of die state. 

In his statement Friday. Me 
Dweik referred to die JTC's 
4.400 employees and said that 
they will undergo training 
courses to improve their per- 
formance. 

He said that the company 
will also soon start on pro- 
grammes aimed at marketing 
its services and will begin con- 
struction of its new premises. 
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Tourism principals describe 1996 as ‘ year to forget’ 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Faulting the 
hardline policies of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and beaten by 
the drop in tourism profits 
registered in 1996, private 
sector businesspersons are 
trying to find new formu- 
lae to overcome the crisis. 

Describing 1996 as “a 
year to forget” and bitterly 
disappointed in their 
expectations for the post- 
peace era, hoteliers, travel 
operators and investors are 
tapping all their resources 
to diversify their offers 
and market Jordan abroad. 

Medical and cultural 
tourism as well as business 
and eco-tourism appear to 
insiders as the key-words 
to boosting the tourism 
industry. 

“The Israeli attacks 
against South Lebanon 
first and the subsequent 


actions implemented by 
the Likud govern Inent are 
definitely responsible for 
the drop in tourisrn (prof- 
it)," said Yazid Ab u Jaber, 
a prominent businessman 
and investor in totb rism. 

The Israeli } military 
offensive in Lebanon, the 
bloody Palesrinia n-Israeli 
clashes fbllowii ig the 
opening of a ix innel in 
Arab Jerusalem] by the 
Israeli authorities^ . the stall 
in the Arab-Isra!g:Ii peace 
process and (he: conse- 
quent tensions r«i suited in 
a flood of airline and hotel 
cancellations, : -specially 

from the U.S an^ Europe. 

The situation w as wors- 
ened by the faci that the 
peaks of Arab-Israeli 'ten- 
sions were concentrated in 
the months of A pril-May 

and October-November, 
coinciding with l Jordan’s 
high tourist seasebn, noted 
Director of Sales at ihe 
Amra Hotel Wa'ell Jadah. 


otwithstanding the 
■li number of 
international conferences 
hosted by the hotel last 
yi iar, (25), the Amra closed 
I )9'6 with an occupancy 
n te of 41 per cent, 25 per 
c:ot less than 1995. Mr. 
Judah told the Jordan 
Times. 

However, some manage- 
ments were able to contain 
ti te loss diversifying their 
s »rvices and targeting spe- 
cial “pockets" of the mar- 
ket. 

Business conferences 
h elped contain the loss of 
t ie Amman Marriott 
Hotel, said Director of the 
S ales Rami Safadi. 

According to Mr. Safadi, 
i i 1996 the Marriott regis- 
t ?red a 76.2 per cent occu- 
$ ancy rate, with a limited 
i .S per cent decrease com- 
pared to 1995. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference two weeks ago. 
Minister of Tourism and 


Antiquities Saleh Irsheiclat 
admitted the poor perfor- 
mance of the tourism 
industry stating that in 
1996 the Kingdom regis- 
tered a “modest increase of 
2.8 per cent over the 1995 
figure with revenues 
reaching $770 million." 

Mr. lrsheidat told 
reporters that the tourism 
sector has been negatively 
affected by regional politi- 
cal events which dissuaded 
tourists from coming to the 
Middle East. 

Concluding the press 
conference, the minister 
urged ihe private sector to 
“promote their activities 
taking advantage of the 
myriad of facilities provid- 
ed by the public sector." 

Bui the insufficiency in 
the infrastructure seems to 
be the major head of impu- 
tation with which the pri- 
vate sector charges the 
government. 

"The infrastructure is 


indispensable in attracting 
tourists and the govern- 
ment has taken a few 
steps, but not enough," 
commented Mr. Abu Jaber, 
general manager of Jordan 
Tourism ■ 1 nvestments 

CJT1), owning company of 
Arii Zaman and the tourist 
village resorts of Kan 
Zaman and Tayber Zaman. 

Complaining of lack of 
“long term planning” and 
“a serious and continuous 
promotion of Jordan 
abroad" on the govern- 
ment side. Mr. Abu Jaber 
stated that “the private 
sector is and has been 
working hard to offer 
upgraded services, and 
recently one can see the 
differences." 

Though the 1 9th century, 
restored, traditional vil- 
lage of Taybet Zaman reg- 
istered a drop of “10-15 
percent" in its 1996 occu- 
pancy rare as compared to 
the previous year. 


(“around 50 per cent in 
1996, compared lo 65-70 
percent in 1995). JT1 con- 
tinues betting on cultural 
tourism and has launched a 
JD 5.5 million project fora 
new Zaman village,” Mr. 
Abu Jaber announced. 

The five-star tourist vil- 
lage of Hayat Zaman, 
located at (he entrance of 
Wadi Musa and equipped 
with facilities to provide 
visitors with a “unique, 
rich, and satisfying cultur- 
al experience." is sched- 
uled to open its doors in 
1998, Mr. Abu Jaber said. 

Tourism companies are 
striving to differentiate 
(heir offers and set up new 
models, though ? "at one 
point or another some peo- 
ple try 10 imitate an 
already existing model, 
which is natural and hap- 
pens all over the world." 
Mr. Abu Jaber commented. 

He pointed to the coming 
“Jordanian season in 


, France" and the increasing 
promotional efforts exert- 
ed by the newly esiub- 
.lished Jordan Tourism 
Board (JTB) as “important 
incentives." 

“We need all the help we 
can get,” he concluded. 

“Team work and coordi- 
nation among the private 
sector, Royal Jordanian, 
the JTB and the Ministry 
of Tourism” is seen by 
general manager of 
Dakkak Tours and Travel 
Ziad Dakkak as the key to 
the solution of the crisis. 

Mr. Dakkak's company, 
one of the earliest tour 
operators in Amman, was 
forced to lower its fares by 
35 per cent and prepare 
"special packages includ- 
ing round trips from the 
major European capitals 
and one-week stays."" 

But. "a price competition 
is dangerous, and every- 
body is bound to lose." 
noted Mr. Abu Jaber. 


Eco-tourism, very much 
in vogue in the West. has 
not escaped the general 
negative trend. 

"The whole tourism sec- 
tor is in a crisis," said Jad 
Al Younis, in charge of 
eco-tourism at Discovery 
Travel and Eco-Tourism. a 
newly established compa- 
ny which works in dose 
cooperation with ihe Royal 
Spciety for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN)wnd 
offers nature and adven- 
ture camps and tours. 

Referring to the current 
“tensions between the Gulf 
countries and Iran. Turkey 
and Cyprus. Palestine and 
Israel. Syria and Lebanon- 
we could Mart targeting 
groups of weirdos, under 
the slogan: Come and see 
the war!" Mr. Younis 
sniped. 
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Taleban strengthen positions 
at mouth of strategic valley 


KABUL 1 AFP 1 — Afgha- 
nistan's Taleban Islamic 
.mifiiiu Friday consoli- 
dating iis new frontline po- 
sitions north nl Kabul after 
ousting opposition troops 
frejm two key towns in the 
;ir*si. ulTiciul sources siiid. 
‘ < JThe Mujahideen of the 
Islamic army are strength- 
ening their positions at the 
mouth of Punjsher t Valles) 
find ha\e started clean-up 
operations in Gulbahar." Ta- 
IvlVun-ruii Radio Shariat 
reported.' 

.Tn a two-pronged nffen- 
Vue Thursday. Taleban 
troops seized the strategic 
Knyns of Jabul Siraj. J1 
kilometres north of Kabul, 
anil Gulbahar. 95 kilometres 
northeast of Kabul, dealing 
a so \ ere blow to the opposi- 
tion coalition. 

Jhe Taleban then ad- 
vanced 15 kilometres north- 
wards into the cruciuL Sa 
long Valley, heading to- 
wyjxis tlie northern fid'dom 
ot*' warlord General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, one of the 
leading figures in the anti- 
Taleban coalition. 

. "The defeated enemies 
have lost their morale." 
Radio Shariat said, adding 
iljpi SO anti-Taleban troops 
wire killed in the battle. _ 
Apart from the strategical- 
ly ■crucial towns, the Ta- 
iobun also seized scores of 
precious tanks, armoured 
\ glides, weapons. prison- 
er^ and supplies from the 
fleeing troops of the anti- 
Talehan alliance, the repon 
said. 

The religious militia's 
fighters were Friday dig- 
ging in at Gulbahar. which 
gtt&rds the mouth of the 
Pjtfijsher Valley — the main 
si^pnghold of the ousted 


Afghan 


commander^ 


iii'4: top 
... ..'Shah 
Musood. squt 6» suit 
Taleban . troops, were pre- 
paring to launch u hi^se.-to- 
houw search, o^lbenewly 
captured towns jto- neutralise 
the pussibt^r~-^Jocal 
uprisings by eX-govemmcni 

loyalists. i bevi ^ dded. _ ... 

TlW'f53itia 4 \WrTid- ^apfured - "thirds of war-tom Afghanis- 
the * lightnings tan — access to the door- 

speed list September after step of the heavily- fortified 
seizmgT gjtfaiQifl iuagaw-- j sh^r and to the crucial 
within days after failing to ■ Salang Valley to the north. 
suprcss local. revolts or to Gulbahar was defended 
consolidate ibeir newly by Mr. Masood's ethnic 
formed posit ioa^. ..Tajik soldiers while Jabul 

_.Q»r^j located on the high- 
ban appearedsSatwdrwitb way linking Kabul with the 


area Thursday saw dozens 
of tanks and armoured vehi- 
cles mounted with anti-air- 
craft guns, trucks full of 
food and ammunition which 
had been captured by the 
Taleban. 

The two victories allow 
the Taleban — who 
Control more than 


now 

two- 


their battlefield; gains this 
time and did'O^ seem to be 
keen to advance deeper Thlo 
the narrow ahd sito.w-cov- 
ered opposition-held, val levs 
near the towns, as they did 
after four mpnijis ;igo. 

Local leaders in Gulbahar, 
taking ad vantage of the lull, 
came out to grertAhei/ .new 
rulers who looked; oervous ~ 
about being attadeed from 
inside the newly -captured 
villages. j - i* 5 ’?"-. 

A "man who saiiJpw had 
been beaienby ^^ .rcpglousl 
militia ori tfic- 

town with a ga& ib his head 
and a blood-stained face. 

Meanwhile in Jabuf Siraj. 
Taleban fighters were roam- 
ing around. Mr. ..Masood's 
former guest house in- the 
town looking lor booty in 


central Asian republics, was 
under the control of Gen. 
Dostum's Uzbek militia. 

Both towns are strategi- 
cally important and at the 
centre of a territorial tug-of- 
war between the fundamen- 
talist Islamic militia and Mr. 
Masood’s forces since they 
overran Kabul on Sept. 27. 
*: The losses mean the oppo- 
sition forces have been 
flushed out of the southern 
edges of the Hindu Kush 
range, dealing them a severe 
military blow. 

... Reports said the morale of 
-Mr. Masood’s fighters had 
been sagging since they lost 
Charikur and Bagram Air 
Base. 

Meanwhile, ousted Af- 
ghan President Burhanud- 
. din Rabbani and Prime 


his lornierteadquarters; the- -Minister Golbuddin Hek- 


sourues said. ; ]■ 

Radio Sharia* «jd die ret- 
reating opposicitHt troops 
had left: behind 150 prison- 
er s and "hundred v* of tanks, 
truck, ar led'y^^^-as 
well as. a large quanfiiy of 
ammunition. 

Journalists visiting the 


maiyar are in Iran for peace 
talks on Afghanistan, but 
their arch-rival, the Taliban 
Islamic militia, failed to 
^attend, the Iranian news 
“agency (I RN A) said. 

Mr. Rabbani and Mr. Hek- 
mutyar. whose government 
in Kabul was toppled by the 


Taliban in September, 
arrived late Thursday and 
were greeted by Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati. 

The leader of the pro-Iran- 
ian Hezb-I-Wahdat, Mo- 
hammad Akbari, and a rep- 
resentative from Uzbek 
warlord General Dostum, 
are also here for the talks to 
begin Saturday. 

The Mujahedeen groups 
sending representatives here 
have entered an alliance 
against the Taleban miiiria 
in a bid to take back their 
lost territory. 

Sebqatollah Mojadadi, the 
head of the interim govern- 
ment installed after the fall 
of the Soviet-backed regime 
in 1992. arrived Wednesday. 

Iran has also invited the 
Ta/eban and its main backer 
Pakistan to attend the nego- 
tiations aimed at forging a 
consensus to resolve die 
Afghan conflict. 

IRNA said Thursday the 
Taleban had agreed to take 
part and its team was 
already on its way. But no 
one from the militia has 
arrived despite wide expec- 
tations among the officials 
to receive a Taleban delega- 
tion late Thursday. 

Both the militia and Isla- 
mabad boycotted another 
peace conference on Afgha- 
nistan held here in October. 

Shi'ite Muslim Iran is wary 
of the ultra-orthodox Sunni 
Muslim Taleban, which it 
describes as "fanatic," and 
continues to recognise Mr. 
Rabbani’s govemmenL 

Tehran accuses Islamabad 
of aiding the Taleban in its 
crusade to control all of Af- 
ghanistan and set up a fun- 
damentalist Islamic state, a 
charge denied by Pakistan. 
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GROZNY. Russia (AFP) — 
Glfrchcns are expected to 
wvose between their top 
wartime general and a radi- 
cal voting guerrilla com- 
mander in presidential elec- 
tions Monday which are 
hoped will consol idate the 
peAce process. 

No mailer who wins. 
Moscow is sure to lace a 
leader determined lo com- 
plete Cheehenva’s de facio 
independence — the five 
main candidates led the 21- 
monih war to drive Russian 
It oop 1 * oul of ihe liny 
Muslim Caucasus republic. 

But how Chechen-Ru.s- 
si;tn relations develop will 
lamely depend on the strug- 
gle between the two very 
JilYcrcnl frontrunners. 

■ Leading is Aslan Maskha- 
dov. ihe “silver-haired guer- 
rilla general who musler- 
minded Chechen strategy 
jg.iinst ihe far more numer- 
ous and powerfully anned 
Ru*si.m army . 

\lr. Maskhadov. 45. is 
alsf> Moscow's choice. A 
skillful but diplomatic ne- 
gotiator who was a colonel 


in the Soviet array, he 
signed the accocd ending 
the war wnh^ttte* Kremlin 
security chief .Alexander 
Lebed on Aug. 31. 1996. 

Crucially lor future peace 
ill Chcchenytu he is ready lo 
keep door, nfv^ttv-the.irn^ 
norm w ho opposed fighi^" 
ing to tiefeiui The republic's 
unilateral independence and 
collaborated — lire 

Russian a ut boride V. .. - 

and many ;bd$eve closing 
in. is Moscow- aUandihe col- 
luboratoiv — 

battlefield /yOromander 
Shamil Ba-Say^yv.'^. ' 

His many exploits against 
the Russians include pene- 
trating with 150 men into 
the southern 'Russian town 
of Budennovsk in June 
1W5. taking. 1 ,5Q0^st;igcs 
and forcing (he~K*efidin lo 
begin | vase talks, a pause 
which saved the hard 
pressed Chechens from 
defeat. ' * . 

Unlike the more retieenr ■ 
Maskhadov, Commander 
Basaycv. 32. lias cam- 
paigned furiously.—- > - 


Appealing to the thou- 
sands of fighters and the 
deeply Islamic character of 
the independence move- 
ment. his main slogan is: 
"There is no power but 
Allah, there is no power 
except for his power, there 
~T*r no law except for his 
law.” 

Like a traditional Chechen 
warlord, he travels from vil- 
lage to village in a convoy 
which includes flashy 
Mercedes, battle-scarred 
jeeps and- the U.S. army's 
lumbering Humvee all-ter- 
rain vehicle. 

But proving a bom politi- 
cian. he has moved away 
from the purely military 
image and now- dons a smart 
overcoat and talks about lib- 
eralising the economy at 
rallies. 

In this way. Commander 
Busayev has succeeded in 
widening his electorate 
from the fighters to ordinary 
people who see him as the 
only man capable of crack- 
ing dow n on poverty, kid- 
nappings. hijackings and 
other crimes. 


^Khmer Rouge says it wants 
to take part in local elections 


PijNOM PENH t AFP) — 
The run-up to local elec- 
tions in Cambodia took a 

new twist Friday as the out- 
lawed Khmer Rouge said it 
tfinis to enter the race and 
cidpremier Hun Sen ruled 
old joining a new political 
alliance. 

,J Th a radio broadcast moni- 
tored in Bangkok, a Khmer 
'Fiouge spokesman said the 
■rebel group supported the 
’holding of free and democ- 
ratic elections in 1997 and 
'199S and could consider 
tailing pan in the polls. 

• J2 The spokesman said that 
■ v rF necessary." the Khmer 
Rouge would "be ready to 
prepare a plan and pro- 
gramme lo participate in 
regional elections in 1997 in 
‘■aider to take part in the des- 
nt'iv of the Khmer nation 
tad people.” 

dMean while, second Prime 
■/Minister Hun Sen said his 
Gnmhodian People’s Party 
tCPP) would not jump 
aboard an alliance being 
formed by his chief rivals in 
ihe coalition government. 


the Royalist -FUNCtNPEC 

Party. , 

* "We jre npt going to join, 
with any front.’* Mr. Hun 

Sen told reporters at the 
opening of a CW'cq|^s.v 
"W e wjfraI<o4»f f carpi «ny 
front, hut we-.wifl.coo^rute 


Nation Party tKNP) and the 
Democratic National Union 
Movement tDNUM) — a 
breakaway Khmer Rouge 
faction. 

Two other groups, a wing 
of the Buddhist Liberal 
Democratic Parly and the 




ca me a first Prime 

Minister Prince ^Norodom 
Ranariddh, the president of 
FU NC1NPEC. -r^opfirmed 
fiie vrearioa of ^ front, 
which . jealJj^ . 


the prince said he expected 
a positive reply from both. 

in rejecting the offer to 
join the new alliance, Mr. 
Hun Sen said the CPP 
would continue to work to- 


gether in the government 
should join.” ■■ ■ -•'-• - - and that his party' would not 

Tension between ihe CPP oppose the creation of the 


and FU NCiNPEt ; ? former 
battlefield enemies - a&g are 
now the main partner*, irethe 
coalition governments has 
increased m recent monihs 
to the point where arrived 
clashes have hroken out in 
the northwest^ - 


front. 

“It is good for them be- 
cause it is their political 
right,” he said. "I respect 
their right bur I also request 
them to respect our rights in 
makino alliances with other 


The prifK^^^ ;4he^rti es - , ^ , 

aHiance-s draft «iiafler .had out he also said he be- 

..iwvirfy^ fay jieved the effort was an ob- 
hk vious attempt by the front's 

nised Khmer memben. to "topple the CPP." 


S. Korea 
"reopens 
door to 
investment 
in North 

SEOUL (R.) — South 
Korea opened the door for 
domestic companies to 
invest in rival North Korea 
Friday for the first time 
since a submarine incur- 
sion shut off all contact 
between the two sides. 

The unification ministry 
said it had given approval 
to seven firms to open talks 
with North Koreans to 
develop joint projects rang- 
ing from garment making 
to soft drinks. 

All contacts were frozen 
after a North Korean 
Shark-class submarine 
dropped 26 intruders on a 
southern beach last Sep- 
tember. 

Pyongyang issued a rare 
apology last month for the 
incident, prompting new 
progress towards peace 
talks between the two Ko- 
reas, the Linked States and 
China. 

This week, the South 
Korean Red Cross said it 
would resume aid ship- 
ments to North Korea and 
the first consignment of 
flour and socks would be 
despatched this month. 

The seven firms include 
Lotte Group, LG Interna- 
tional Corp. Shin Won 
Corp, Korea Green Cross 
Corp. Taechang Co. Ltd 
and Dong Hae Trading Co. 

To initiate talks. South 
Korean firms usually must 
meet North Koreans in 
third countries, such as 
China, because direct trav- 
el is restricted. 

The only South Korean 
firm allowed a permanent 
presence in North Korea is 
the giant Daewoo Group. It 
runs a joint venture textile 
factory. 

But company executives 
and government officials 
cautioned that any improve- 
ment in economic coopera- 
tion would be difficult until 
overall Korean ties imp- 
roved, and they ruled out any 
immediate rush of invest- 
ment to the North. 

Seoul first allowed busi- 
ness links with the North in 
the late 19S0s in the hope 
contact could thaw decades 
of hostilitv. 



German Vice Chancellor and Foreign Minister Klaufi Kinkel (left) shakes hands with 
Indian Foreign Minister Inder Kumar Gujral in New Delhi Thursday- Mr. Kinkel on 
an official visit to India, said he hoped more could bis done to bring home a German 
tourist kidnapped 18 months ago in Kashmir (Reute;r photo) 

Bonn, Delhi call for end to U.N. ‘bias’ 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India and Germany Friday 
supported each other's bids 
to become permanent mem- 
bers to the United Nations 
Security Council and called 
for major reforms to the 
international body. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel told reporters 
here that Bonn and New 
Delhi believed the U.N. was 
hamstrung by a post-World 
War If bias. 

“India and Germany are 
working at the same objec- 
tive of reforming the U.N.,” 
he said. "The Security 
Council is not a reflection 
of the present order but rep- 
resents the world as it stood 
at the end of the war. 

"India is entitled-jo claim- 
ing a seat. India is a candi- 
date we would support (but) 
it is ultimately up to Asia to 
decide which country 
should represent it in the 
Security Council.” 

There are five permanent 
members in the Security 
Council — Britain, China. 
France, the United States 
and Russia. 

There are 10 other rotat- 
ing members. India's hopes 
of winning a non-perma- 
nent seat were foiled in 
October when Japan was 
elected ahead of it. 

Mr. Kinkel said India's 


opposition to a comprehen- 
sive test ban treaty last y-^ar 
had cost its U.N. ambitions 
dear. 

“It would be wrong to 
deny that such a connecti on 
exists,” he said. “We would 
like India to review its deci- 
sion but we are not trying to 
preach. 

“We respect that India can 
have a separate stand.” 

Indian Foreign Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral backed 
Mr. Kinkel by saying: "We 
both agreed that there i:s a 
need to reform the U.N. to 
reflect contemporary reali- 
ties. 

"We would like to see 
Germany permanently in 
the Security Council. A fter 
World War II, some coun- 
tries were discriminated 
against. 

"Germany was made a 
victim. Japan was made a 
victim and the developing 
world was made a vici.im. 
Some countries made fi rst- 
class citizens of them- 
selves” 

Mr. Kinkel also said 
Germany would supiport 
Indian participation in the 
second summit of the A.sia- 
Europe meeting to be Ineld 
in London later this year. 
India was not invited tc- the 
inaugural conference of the 
new trade grouping last 


March. 

“India ought to be part of 
the negotiations. India, 
China and Japan are the 
three major Asian coun- 
tries." he said. “It is not 
acceptable that 950 million 
people are being excluded 
from the dialogue.” 

Mr. Kinkel also invited 
India to bilateral talks on 
global security, adding: “I 
would like to discuss tech- 
nological hazards and how 
to avoid them. Think of 
Chernobyl and the safety of 
nuclear power plants. These 
are cross-co untry issues." 

The German minister, 
who arrived here Thursday 
at the head of a large trade 
delegation for a three-day 
visit, also discussed trade 
ties and Kashmir. 

“We believe that tension 
should be defused in the 
region.” he said. “We 
believe -that bilateral talks 
between India and Pakistan 
should be resumed. .The 
logic of insurgency should 
be countered with the logic 
of dialogue.” 

A Musl im separatist cam- 
paign againt Indian rule in 
Kashmir has cost some 
17.000 lives since 1989. 
Pakistan also claims the ter- 
ritory. 


China crackdown on H.. Kong 
civil rights sparks protests 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong's democracy move- 
ment Friday likened Bei- 
jing's plans to curb civil lib- 
erties in the territory to the 
brutal purges of China’s 
radical 1966-76 Cultural 
Revolution. 

The pro-democracy camp 
staged a small but noisy 
protest Friday morning at 
the office of post-colonial 
leader Tung Chee-Hwa. 
who will succeed British 
Governor Chris Patten after 
the handover at midnight on 
June 30. 

"Protect freedom of as- 
sembly. Protect freedom of 
association." they shouted. 
“Human rights cannot be 
infringed upon.” 

A handful w’ore tail hats 
and bung labels around their 
necks, harking back to the 
Cultural Revolution when 
those who were politically 
persecuted were forced to 
wear dunce caps and hang 
boards around their necks 
with their names crossed 
out. They were paraded 
through the streets and beat- 
en. Many died. 

Pro-democracy acrivists 
are campaigning against 
plans to scrap or amend 25 
Hong Kong laws, some of 
them crucial to civil liber- 
ties, on July I. 


inc- 


Laws facing the axel 
lude pans of the Bill of 
Rights and laws, al lojwing 
freedom of assembly i 
association. I 

The Hong Kong group 
called for an all-night sit- 
down protest ou tside 
China's de facto embassy, 
the Xinhua News Aj;ency 
branch office, opposite the 
Happy Valley Race Course. 
Other protests were pit mned 
for Sunday. 

“I don’t think we cui be 
masters of our own house.” 
Yeung Sum. deputy leader 
of the Democratic Party, 
told reporters when .jsked 
what the latest develop- 
ments boded for the autono- 
my that China has promised 
Hong Kong after the ; han- 
dover. i 

“The Chinese Comn tunist 
Party is masrer of the h ouse, 
and Mr. Tung is the se rvant 
of the Chinese Comn unist 
Party.” he said. 

Democratic Party l ;ader 
Martin Lee was due to set 
off on an eight-nation tour 
of Europe Sunday to I obby 
for support for hi man 
rights, freedom and de noc- 
racy in post-handover Hong 
Kong. 

The reduction of civi l lib- 
erties was proposed >v a 
China-controlled comn ittee 


last Sunday and would be 
implemented by a provi- 
sional leg islature that China 
is instal ling in July to 
replace tlhe elected Legis- 
lative Council. 

The provisional body was 
to convene for its first sit- 
ting acro.ss the border in the 
Chinese city of Shenzhen 
Saturday., when it is to eleci 
its president and set rules of 
procedure. 

Britain is handing Hong 
Kong buck to China, after 
more than 150 years of 
colonial rule, under a 19S4 
treaty in which China pro- 
mised to preserve the terri- 
tory’s c::ipitalist system and 
freewhe eling way of life for 
a funhejr half century. 

Hong _ Kong's leading 
English -language newspa" 
per. rh<r South China Mor- 
ning Past, voiced concern 
that the changes would 
scrap d habeas corpus law 
that curtis police rights to 
detain people. 

“It pp: vents people from 
iirbiirarily arrested 
Id without trial, or 
1 without good rea- 
tlhe newspaper said. 
> corpus is one of 
atest safeguards to 
Jal liberty in (he 
f law.” 


being 
and he 
detained 
son. 
"HabeaJ 
the grej 
individi 
canon d 


] -“"m i ui i law. 

China denounces Dalai Lama for 
spreading ‘lies ’ about Tibet overseas 

BEUING (AFP) — China al leader, l. • ■ 


BEUING (AFP) — China 
Friday renewed pressure on 
exiled Tibetan spriritual 


al leader. 

In his 1996 travels, the 
Dalai Lama “showed up in 
leader, the Dalai Lama. Denmark. Germany Aus 
accusing him of Lying about tralia and South Africa un 
its rule in the Himalayan derail kinds of excuses trv 
region during his travels last ing to convince the world 

year. 

The attack, in a commen- 

; ■ k.. .Uj. 


lltc UUUklV, ill a kunniicn- 

tary carried by die official 
China Daily, also targeted a 
chorus of “biased” Western 
media which it said had 
promoted false information 
originating from the spirim- 


with his groundless bad 
news' about Tibet and win 
sympathy " it said. 

“Some biased Western 
media have joined the cinti- 
China chorus by promoting 

the ’har) ndiii.-- u... .1 6 


the ’bad news 
people who 


but those 
have some 


basic knowledge about Ti- 
bet will 1 1 ot be fooled by lies 
and fabc ications." said the 
commen iary. which was al- 
s o pub!i: ;hed in full by the 
official JCinhua News 
Agency. 

“Preju, .liced Western me- 
ow hav supported the Da- 

rnlr 1 ??/' 3 * al,e £ at 'Ons of 
cultural I genocide in Tibet 
by repihnmg that Chinese 
J'-erc p. ailing down bufi£ 

ngs.nLh^s historic old 

u, y - 1 iaid. 
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Japari 
criticises 
Russia over 
oil spill 
response 

TOKYO (AFP) — Heavy 
oil from a Russian tanker 
reached another Japanese 
prefecture on the Sea of 
Japan coast Friday as a i 

Japanese minister ex- < 

pressed “regret”, over 
Russia's slow response to 
the environmental disaster. 

Oil from the tanker Na- 
khodoka was found Friday 
at Nezukaseki, at the bor- 
der of Yamagata and Niiga- 
ta prefectures, nearly 500 ^ 

kilometres northeast from . * 

where the tanker sank on 
Jan. 2, Japanese Coast 
Guard officials said. 

Transport Minister Ma- 
koro Koga expressed “reg- 
ret” over Russia's slow 
response at a news confer- 
ence Friday, and said the 
ministry has set up a spe- 
cial committee to investi- 
gate the cause of the tanker 
accident, ministry officials 
said. 

He said the ministry had 
proposed to Russia through 
the Foreign Ministry to 
conduct a joint investiga- 
tion. 

"It would be impermissi- 
ble if the Russian govern- 
ment does not cooperate 
with investigation by our 
country, which suffered 
damages," he was reported 
us saying. 

Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto told a parlia- " 
ment session that Tokyo 
had requested Russia's 
"appropriate handling” of 
the accident via the 
Russian embassy in Tokyo 
and officials in Moscow. 

"The government, 
through diplomatic chan- 
, nels, has been seeking the 
Russian side’s cooperation 
for preventmg a further oil 
spill, thorough investiga- 
tion on the accident's 
cause, measures to prevent 
a recurrence, and qompen- 
sation of damage. 

“We w-ill continue to ask 
the Russian side to cooper- 
ate in tackling these 
issues," Mr. Hashimoto 
said. 

“The government will al- 
so examine how Japan can 
cooperate with neighbour- 
ing countries (on marine 
accidents),” he said. 

Mr. Hashimoto noted that ^ 
Japan was working to- 
wards hosting a conference 
on pollution in the Sea of 
Japan in mid- 1997 by invit- 
ing China, Russia and 
South Korea. 

Thousands of tonnes of 
oil have leaked from the 
tanker, ruining fishery re- 
sources and causing other 
environmental damage 
along the Sea of Japan 
coast. 

“We held talks Monday 
and Tuesday with Russian 
experts in Tokyo, but it 
became clear that they did 
not have the authority over 
inter-govem mental cooper- 
ation.” a Transport- Minis- 
try official said. 

“Internationally, when an 
accident like this happens. 

Russia should take the lead 
in investigation. But we are 
not yet in a stage to offi- 
cially hold a joint investi- 
gation. So we decided to 
set up a committee.” 

Oil from the 13.157- 
tonne Nakhodokn, which 
broke into two in a storm 
and sank in the Sea of 
Japan on Jan. 2. has already 
hit nine prefectures — 
Yamagata, Tottori. Shi- 
niane. Hyogo. Kyoto, Fu- 
kui. lshikawa. Toyama and . -- 
Niigata. 

The tanker was carrying 
17.100 tonnes of fuel oil 
when it sank while on its 
w .ay from China to the Rus- . \ 
Jjan Far East peninsula of 

Kamchatka. £- 

Rough weather continued 
to disrupt work to drain oil - 
from the tanker's bow. l' 
which has run aground off TJ 
Mikuni in Fukui prefec= 
ture, some 350 kilometres 
nonhwesl of Tokyo. : 

Aiehi Bank Ltd.. »_'.!■ 
regional bank based in cea-v 
,r “l Japan, donated 1,600.^. 
pairs of raincoats to disas^-v? 

headquarters to heip^ 
c lean up the oil. - 
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, u.s. 

soft-pedals 
on U.N. 
condemnation 
of China 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
United States is soft-ped- 
alling on efforts to get 
China’s human rights abus- 
es condemned by the 
United Nations in a bid to 
secure concessions from 
Beijing on the rights of 
political prisoners. 

Washington’s approach is 
outlined in a confidential 
diplomatic telegram sent 
this week to the 15 member 
states bf the European Un- 
ion (EU), a copy of which 
was seen by AFP. 

The {document indicates 
that Washington is willing 
to jointly sponsor a critical 
resolution at the U.N. Hu- 
man Rights Commission’s 
annual meeting in Geneva, 
March. 10- April 18, unless 
China's rights performance 
improves. 

“We are continuing to 
talk with the Chinese about 
what meaningful concrete 
steps they might take to 
avoid confrontation in Ge- 
neva,” it states. 

In an indication of the 
kind of moves Washington 
is seeking, the document 
states that U.S. contacts 
with China have focussed 
on the release of political 
prisoners needing medical 
treatment and a resumption 
of discussions with the 
International Red Cross on 
prison visits. 

Crucially however, the 
United States fails to set a 
deadline for when it will 
conclude that Beijing is not 
going to deliver and begin 
lobbying other states repre- 
sented on the U.N. com- 
mission to back a resolu- 
tion which would underline 
international disapproval 
of China's crackdown on 
dissidents. 

Human rights watchdog 
organisations fear that un- 
-tess the European Union 
and the United States be- 
gin putting pressure on Af- 
rican and Asian states well 
in advance of the March 
meeting, there is little pros- 
pect of the resolution mus- 
tering the required majority 
in the 53-member commis- 
sion. 

China, which successful- 
ly headed off a critical, res- 
olution in Geneva last year, 
has already embarked on 
its own campaign to pre- 
vent any embarrassing crit- 
icism of its rights record, 
warning that supporters of 
the resolution could see 
their trade and investment 
interests in the country’s 
booming free enterprise 
zones suffer. 

The importance of joint 
EU-U.S. action to counter- 
act this is underlined in the 
American message. “If we 
are to proceed, an impor- 
tant piece of our lobbying 
strategy should be joint 
demarches by co-sponsors 
to other commission mem- 
bers,” it states. 

But even if the United 
States seeks to push ahead 
with this approach, the EU 
will not now be able to 
come 1 on boaid until late 
February at the earliest 
after failing Thursday in its 
third attempt to agree a 
comitlon strategy. 

In a meeting of the hu- 
man rights working group, 
made up of senior officials 
from the 15 EU states, 
France and Italy main- 
tained their veto on a con- 
frontation with China in 
Geneva. 

The EU will not now fi- 
nalise its position until for- 
eign ministers meet next on 
Feb. 24, less than three 
weeks before the Geneva 
talks are due to open. 


New United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan (left) speaks at the White House 
after meeting President Clinton Thursday (Reuter photo) 


Clinton upbeat on U.N. debt 


WASHINGTON (R) _ 
President Bill Clinton 
promised to pay off hefty 
U.S. debts to the United Na- 
tions Thursday and in rerum 
Secretary-General Kofi An- 
nan pledged that the world 
body would carry out wide- 
ranging reforms. 

“As the United Nations 
moves to reform it must 
know also that the United 
States is prepared to pay its 
way,” Mr. Clinton told re- 
porters after a White House 
meeting with Mr. Annan, 
who took office on Jan. 1, 
replacing Boutros Ghali, 
who was opposed by the 
United States. 

“in the weeks ahead I will 
be working with Congress 
to reach an agreement 
through which America can 
pay our arrears to the U.N., 
meet our obligations,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

“Our budget will actually 
have a plan to pay it back, 
and to pay it back in a 
prompt fashion,” he said in 
reference to his proposal to 
pay about $1 billion to the 
United Nations by 1999 
providing wide-ranging re- 
form is underway. 

Mr. Annan, a 58-year old 
Ghanian. who was meeting 
some of the harshest U.N. 
critics in Congress during 
his three-day visit, empha- 
sised that he too was com- 
mitted to reform. 

“If we don’t change we 
may lose our relevance," 
the graying, soft-spoken ve- 
teran U.N. official said. 


“•Simply put, what the 
United Nations wants is 
what the U.S. also wants — 
a reformed United Nations 
thar is effective, efficient, 
leaner and relevant to the 
tasks that member states 
want to set for us.” he said. 

The United States legally 
owes the world body $1.3 
billion, but the computation 
in Washington is $500 mil- 
lion less because of unilat- 
eral deductions by Congress 
over the years, especially 
since Republicans came to 
power in 1994. 

Mr. Annan was backed 
strongly by the Clinton ad- 
ministration when he was 
elected to succeed Dr. 
Ghali, who had been villi- 
fied by conservatives in 
Congress for his indepen- 
dence and as a block to fun- 
damental reforms. 

Mr. Annan also made 
some headway in a meeting 
with more than a dozen 
members of the Senate Fo- 
reign Relations Committee, 
headed by Senator Jesse 
Helms, a longtime foe of 
the United Natrons. 

In a statement welcoming 
Mr. Annan, Sen. Helms told 
him that if his reforms were 
piecemeal “you will have a 
very difficult time convinc- 
ing Congress to send more 
American tax dollars to the 
U.N. “So, Mr. Annan, the 
ball is in your court'' 

Sen. Helms said he 
planned to introduce legis- 
lation setting benchmarks 
— or conditions — for re- 


form before any funds 
could be paid. 

U.N. officials said Mr. 
Annan and Sen. Helms ag- 
reed to have their staffs 
meet soon to discuss legis- 
lation the committee was 
drawing up. 

But despite the coopera- 
tion. unilateral conditions 
imposed on 185 member 
states belonging to the Uni- 
ted Nations may meet lough 
resistance, particularly the 
European Union countries 
and Japan who pay for most 
of the world body. 

Most Republican leaders 
have expressed a willing- 
ness to pay off the debt but 
several have attached con- 
ditions that appear beyond 
the power of any U.N. chief 
to deliver. 

New York Republican 
Benjamin Gilman, chair- 
man of the House Interna- 
tional Relations Committee, 
told Mr. Annan Wednesday 
U.S. dues should be cut 
from 25 per cent to 20 per 
cent of the U.N. regular 
budget, which is calculated 
by members' wealth. 

Mr. Annan, however, in 
comments earlier in the day 
warned that reform could 
not be accomplished on a 
“shoestring budget.” 

Mr. Annan said he sensed 
a “new beginning,” in rela- 
tions with Washington. He 
said it was symbolic that he 
was Mr. Clinton's first pro- 
minent visitor since the 
president’s second-term 
inauguration Monday. 


Bulgarian talks collapse 
almost as soon as they begin 


SOFIA ( AFP) — Talks bet- 
ween Bulgaria’s ruling So- 
cialists and opposition lead- 
ers aimed at defusing the 
country’s political crisis en- 
ded in failure Friday, almosr 
as soon as they had begun, 
both sides said. 

“Our discussion produced 
no result, and we see no rea- 
son to continue the con- 
tacts,” Ivan Kostov, head of 
the Union of Democratic 
Forces (UDF), which has 
spearheaded mass street 
protests aimed at forcing 
the Socialists to accept ear- 
ly elections, told the press 
after the meeting. 

The meeting was chaired 
by Petar Stoyanov, the new 
centre-right president. 

Socialist Party Chairman 
Georgy Parvanov said he 
hoped the talks, the finst 
between the two sides under 
presidential auspices since 
the crisis erupted at the end 
of last year, would continue. 

Mr. Parvanov said his par- 
ty was opposed to the disso- 
lution of the current parlia- 
ment, but supported the 
■■formation of a government 
of experts in the framework 
of the current parliament 
which would adopt a specif- 
ic programme . and enjoy 


wide political support” 

He did not clarify whether 
the government would be 
led by a Socialist prime mi- 
nister. 

The UDF has previously 
made clear it will accept 
nothing short of new elec- 
tions. 

Socialist leader Zhan Vi- 
denov resigned last De- 
cember amid public anger 
over Bulgaria's economic 
decline, and his government 
later followed suit. 

The Socialists have con- 
tinued to insist however, 
that they wish to form a new 
cabinet, sparking mass ral- 
lies by the opposition to 
push calls for the polls, not 
currently due until the end 
of 1998. to be brought for- 
ward to March. 

Mr. Stoyanov, who for- 
mally took office Wednes- 
day, has so far failed to de- 
fuse the crisis. 

After separate talks with 
the two sides, Mr. Stoyanov 
said Thursday thar he would 
ask the Socialisr Party's 
candidate, Nikolai Dobrev, 
ro form a new government. 

Mr. Stoyanov has backed 
opposition calls for early 
elections, but is bound by 
the constitution to appoint 


the candidate chosen by the 
Socialists, who have a ma- 
jority in parliament, and 
thus has little room to ma- 
noeuvre. 

The UDF responded by 
threatening mass strikes. 

Public tranport and rail- 
way workers as well as air 
traffic controllers have al- 
ready vowed in recent days 
to strike to ward off a So- 
cialist government, while 
unions have been reporting 
daily one-hour work stop- 
pages throughout the coun- 
try since Jan. 3, generally 
denied by the government. 

Mr. Rostov has also asked 
all parties represented in 
parliament to reject the for- 
mation of a new govern- 
ment. 

If the candidate of the 
biggest parliamentary group 
fails to form a government 
within a week, or if parlia- 
ment rejects his choice. Mr. 
Stoyanov will have to ask 
the second biggest party 
and failing that the third. • 

If the third attempt fails, 
the constitution calls for 
parliament to be dissolved 
and for the president to 
"appoint an interim govern- 
ment to organise new elec- 
tions within three months. 


Amnesty criticises U.N. over African refugee crisis 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Amnesty International Friday criti- 
cised the United Nations refugee agency as failing to pre- 
vent forced repatriation of refugees in Africa’s Great Lakes 


region. 


The criticism of the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) follows a massacre by Burundian sol- 
diers earlier this month of more than 100 Burundian 
refugees reportedly expelled from Tanzania. 

“The UNHCR and the international community have 
often failed to make immediate and unequivocal protests 
against such expulsions/’ an Amnesty International state- 
ment received here said. 

The statement, prepared by an Amnesty delegation visit- 
ing Tanzania, also accused the international community of 
assuming that the refugees crisis m Central Africa was over. 

“The reality is completely different (...) the crisis is in 


danger of worsening. The situation remains perilous with 
refugees being attacked in their camps, and some being 
attacked and killed if they returned home,” the statement 
quoted Flora MacDonald, the head of the Amnesty delega- 
tion in Tanzania as saying. 

Tanzania and other countries in the region like Zaire host 
hundreds of thousands of Rwandan Hums who fled their 
country during the 1994 ethnic massacres there. 

Many returned from Zaire late last year when local Tutsi 
rebels routed Rwandan Hutu militia fighters who had con- 
trolled the refugees’ camps. 

But the UNHCR said in Nairobi Thursday that between 
200,000 and 300.000 refugees remain m eastern Zaire and 
that they risk being caught up in new fighting as the Zairean 
army presses on offensive to win back rebel-held territory. 


Algerian terror wave 


death toll tops 200 


ALGIERS (AP) — An 
armed group attacked a 
farm on the southern edge 
of the capital overnight and 
slit the throats of 15 people, 
informed sources said Fri- 
day, putting a terror wave 
death toll over 200. 

The latest violence came 
hours before President Lia- 
mine Zeroual was to make a 
speech on nationwide radio 
and television at 8 p.m. 
(1900 GMT) Friday. Mr. 
Zeroual was expected to say 
whether he still planned leg- 
islative elections by June. 

Ten women and two chil- 
dren were among the 15 
killed by the unidentified 
group overnight Thursday, 
the sources said on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

There was no claim of 
responsibility, but suspicion 
fell on Muslim militants 
waging a five-year-old in- 
surgency that has left more 
than 60,000 dead. 

The overnight attack 
brought to 210 the number 
of people killed since the 
militants launched an wave 
of car-bombings, massacres 
and other attacks during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 
which began Jan. 10. Five 


hundred others have been 
wounded, and most of the 
victims have been civilians. 

The militants seek to 
undermine efforts by Mr. 
Zeroual’s military-backed 
government to organise leg- 
islative elections by mid- 
year. Mr. Zeroual *s constitu- 
tional reform approved in a 
disputed referendum in 
November has outlawed 
religious-based parties the 
militants support. 

In another massacre 
Thursday, an armed group 
slit the throats of 26 people 
in Benramdane. a village 25 
kilometres south of Algiers. 
Four members of a police- 
man’s family were slain in 
the same fashion at their 
home in Baraki, a suburb 
southeast of the capital, fa- 
mily members said. They 
spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity. 

On Thursday evening, the 
mayor of Bachdjarah, a sub- 
urb south of Algiers, was 
shot to death, his family 
said. They asked that his 
name not be released. 

The Baraki and Bach- 
djarah suburbs were consid- 
ered Islamic strongholds 
two years ago, but repeated 


operations by security for- 
ces were believed to have 
forced out the militants, and 
the areas had been consid- 
ered relatively safe from 
violence. 

In the village of Benram- 
dane, a govemmenr-backed 
“self-defence" group has 
been active, according to 
inhabitants. 

These groups have be- 
come an important part of 
the government’s effort to 
crush the militants. Orga- 
nised in 1994, the groups 
have about 200,000 mem- 
bers. compared to 105.000 
troops in Algeria’s army. 

They now have become 
targets of the militants’ at- 
tacks. 

On Wednesday night, a 
fifth car-bomb in four days 
killed 10 people and woun- 
ded 30 outside a meeting 
place for militia groups in 
Boufarik, 40 kilometres 
south of Algiers, residents 
said. 

Algerian opposition groups 
criticised the government 
Thursday for its silence on 
the wave of violence. 

Government-controlled 
media have only briefly 
mentioned the attacks, and 


officials have been com- 
pletely silent. 

Even the National Libera- 
tion Front, the former ruling 
party that backs the regime, 
has called on the suite to 
“assume its responsibilities.” 

In Algiers Thursday, 
young men stood watch, set 
up barricades and checked 
pedestrians with large pack- 
ages in a citizens’ effort to 
stave off future attacks. 

It's the politicians “that 
put this country where it is.” 
said Said Mehal, a 24-year- 
old vegetable seller in Al- 
giers. his eyes strained from 
a night of keeping vigil. 

‘“They can just stay at 
home, protected by their 
walls and their body- 
guards.” said his friend Kri- 
mo, 22 and unemployed. 

The Islamic insurgency 
began after the government 
cancelled January 1992 par- 
liamentary elections the Is- 
lamic Salvation Front was 
expected to win on voter 
discontent with corruption 
and 25 per cent unemploy- 
ment in the petroleum-rich 
nation. 

The militants seek to 
establish a state based on 
strict Koranic law. 


S. Korean strike leaders to leave cathedral 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rea’s strike leaders said they 
would leave Seoul’s 
Myongdong Cathedral Fri- 
day after spending almost a 
month in a makeshift tent 
on the church grounds di- 
recting strikes against a new 
labour law. 

Bae Bom-Shik, deputy 
president of the outlawed 
Korean Confederation of 
Trade Unions, told Reurers 
the union leaders planned to 
pack up the tent during the 
day. 

“We will leave Myong- 
dong Cathedral today. De- 
tails will be- announced 
later,” he said. 

The decision follows a 
dramatic concession by Pre- 


sident Kim Young- Sam sus- 
pending arrest warrants 
against confederation head 
Kwon Young-Kil and other 
unionists. 

As pan of his climbdown, 
Mr. Kim also agreed Tues- 
day to reopen parliamentary 
debate over the controver- 
sial law, which sparked 
more than three weeks of 
wildcat stoppages that hurt 
the economy. 

Factories and businesses 
operated normally Thurs- 
day. 

The move by confedera- 
tion heads to abandon their 
strike headquarters would 
help ease almosr a month of 
tension between the govern- 
ment and union leaders over 


the law, which allows com- 
panies to sack workers and 
replace strikers. 

The confederation leaders 
pitched their headquarters 
tent on the icy grounds of 
the cathedral on the same 
day the ruling New Korea 
Party rammed the labour 
bill through parliament in a 
dawn session on Dec. 26 
while opposition deputies 
slept. 

Mr. Kim’s sudden reversal 
came after the confedera- 
tion decided to call off inde- 
finite stoppages and limit 
industrial action to one day 
each week. Wednesdays. 

Mr. Kwon however has 
since said the confederation 
would continue protests 


until the government scrap- 
ped the law — an action 
that Mr. Kim has said would 
go against the constitution. 

On Wednesday, police 
allowed Mr. Kwon to lead a 
protest march through Seoul 
streets. 

But Labour Minister Jin 
Nyum said Thursday tthe 
government would no lon- 
ger tolerate illegal strikes, 
and the ruling party blasted 
the opposition for rejecting 
the offer to reopen parlia- 
mentary debate on the new 
law. 

Mr. Jin did not specify 
what measures would be 
taken against strikers. 


Zaire presses counter-offensive against rebels 


KISANGANI (AFP) — The 
Zairean army was set Friday 
to press on with a counter- 
offensive against rebels in 
the east of the country, aim- 
ing to cut the rebel troops 
off from their rear bases, 
reliable sources said. 

The army launched the 
long-expected attacks on 
the Tutsi-led rebels Thurs- 
day. 

A Defence Ministry state- 
ment said 100 rebel soldiers 
had been killed in clashes 
well into territory seized by 
the Tutsi-led insurgents late 
lasr year, near the town of 
Walikale. a major road junc- 
tion leading to Goma in the 
east and Bukavu. 

Reliable sources also said 
Zairean soldiers had recap- 
tured the tiny cross-roads 
town of Nia-Nia on the road 
from Kisangani to Bunia. a 
diamond-mining rown held 
by rebels, and the town of 
Mambasa, performing a 
pincer movement aimed at 
cutting off the rebels in 
Bunia. 


Military sources said the 
army used helicopters and 
small fighter aircraft in the 
attacks which they said 
were aimed at cutting the 
rebels’ supply routes. 

Zairean forces on the east- 
ern front have recently been 
equipped with Saia-Mar- 
chetti Italian jet aircraft and 
Russian-built MI-24 heli- 
copter gunships of the type 
used extensively by Soviet 
forces in Afghanistan. 

The rebels — mainly Tut- 
sis and Mai-Mai groups and 
allegedly backed by Uganda 
and Rwanda — seized a 
large swathe of territory in 
eastern Zaire from the Zair- 
ean army and allied Rwan- 
dan Hutu militia fighters 
late last year. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
refugees who had been held 
by the Rwandan Hutu mili- 
tia returned to Rwanda last 
year following the fighting 
in eastern Zaire. But the 
UNHCR said in Nairobi 
Thursday that between 
200.000 and 300,000 refu- 


gees remain in the region, 
mostly in the Lubutu and 
Shabunda regions. 

And it warned they risk 
being caught in the middle 
of the new fighting. 

Reporters in Kisangani 
have witnessed white mer- 
cenaries apparently work- 
ing with the Zairean army. 

According to the French 
daily Liberation, Friday, a 
Belgian called Christian Ta- 
vernier is leading a force of 
280 mercenaries. 

The paper said Mr. Taver- 
nier, who is described as a 
friend of notorious French 
mercenary Bob Denard. had 
been in touch with advisers 
of French President Jacques 
Chirac and was in perma- 
nent contact with Zairean 
President Mobutu Sese Se- 
ko, now convalescing on 
the French Riviera. 

The report said Mr. Taver- 
nier’s mercenary force, said 
to include Serbs, Croats, 
Russians, Poles. Belgians, 
Italians and “a significant 
number of French” soldiers 


of fortune, was financed by 
money from Kuwait. 

Zaire has accused the 
country’s eastern neigh- 
bours. Rwanda and Uganda, 
of supporting the rebels. 

Rwanda admits to some 
links with the rebels but de- 
nies active support while 
Uganda admits it has sent 
troops into Zaire, but says 
the operations were aimed 
at hitting at anti-Ugandan 
rebels based in Zairean ter- 
ritory. 

The Zairean Defence Mi- 
nistry statement Thursday 
said its operation to wrest 
back control of territory lost 
to the insurgents was a 
“just legitimate war in de- 
fence of the integrity of the 
territory” of Zaire. 

“Zairean forces are deter- 
mined to carry out this war 
to the end and to reclaim 
territory at any price." De- 
fence Minister Likulia 
Bolongo was quoted in the 
statement as saying. 


The scar of Ulster’s ‘bloody Sunday’ still open 


LONDONDERRY (AFP) 
— Twenty five years after 
the British army shot dead 
14 civilians here, the scar 
left by “bloody Sunday” 
is still kept open by re- 
newed calls for an apology 
from the British govern- 
ment and alleged fresh 
evidence of the soldiers’ 
guilt 

Many Catholics in this 
northwestern city are pre- 
paring to commemorate in 
the days ahead the deaths 
of their co-religionists on 
Jan. 30, 1972. one of the 
darkest days of northern 
Ireland’s bitter history. 

An illegal civil rights 
march was drawing to a 
close when paratroopers 
opened fire on the crowd 
after they had tried to 
make arrests. The troops 
maintained they them- 
selves had first come un- 
der Fire, but a subsequent 
inquiry led by Lord Chief 
Justice Widgery failed to 
establish that any of the 
victims were armed, nor 


that the soldiers had been 
shot at. 

The killings inflamed 
nationalist opinion on both 
sides of the Irish border, 
and two days later an ang- 
ry mob burned down the 
British embassy in Dublin, 
the capital of the predomi- 
nantly Cathdlic Irish 
republic. 

The British government 
made out-of-court settle- 
ments with next of kin, but 
neither it nor the army 
have ever apologised for 
the deaths. 

Relatives of the dead men 
last week called for a fresh 
inquiry into the killings 
after alleged new evidence 
was reported in the British 
and Irish media. 

It had always been as- 
sumed the victims were hit 
from ground level as they 
took part in the civil rights 
march, but according to 
the new evidence, three 
were shot from above by 
soldiers on duty on the 
city's historic walls. 


The soldiers claim they 
were fired on, according to 
a local radio Ham who 
overheard transmissions 
between soldiers on duty 
and whose recording has 
been handed over to jour- 
nalists. 

A tape of the radio con- 
versations of the soldiers 
on duty on the town walls 
was ruled inadmissible as 
evidence at the Widgery 
inquiry. 

A new book on the kil- 
lings out this month by 
Don Mullan, an eyewit- 
ness of the events, also 
claims three of the victims 
were shot from the town 
walls. 

Mr. Mullan backs up his 
claims with medical evi- 
dence which he says 
shows the trajectory line 
of the bullets in each case 
was downwards at a 45 
degree angle. 

His book also quotes 
official documents which 
add weight to his belief 
that successive govern- 


ments covered up the full 
facts of the shootings. 

The British government 
has however flatly rejected 
the calls for a fresh in- 
quiry. 

A Northern Ireland of- 
fice spokesman said last 
week: “The events of Jan. 
30, 1972 were fully inves- 
tigated by the widgery tri- 
bunal. There are no plans 
to set up a further inquiry." 

He added that “anyone 
with new evidence should 
report if to the Ulster 
police. 

But the opposition La- 
bour Party is showing hes- 
itant support for a new 
probe. Eric Illsley, the par- 
ty's spokesman on the 
Northern Ireland econo- 
my, said Monday he would 
“look at the report of Lord 
Widgery to see whether 
there is evidence avail- 
able, evidence which per- 
haps was not available 
many years ago, to See 
whether another inquiry 
will be required." 
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Ties from past to future 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's talks with King 
Fahd in Riyadh after his trip to Mecca to per- 
form the \Jmra are timely and propitious. 
Jordanian-Saudi relations have returned to 
normal after overcoming the tremendous 
strains caused by the Gulf crisis and war. 

The current phase calls for more coordination 
and cooperation between the two key Arab 
states especially on the peace process with 
w hich we should be and are highly concerned. 
The recent breakthrough on Hebron between 
Israel and the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA), which was brokered to a considerable 
extent by the personal intervention of King 
Hussein at the eleventh hour, has ushered in a 
new era in regional ties and interaction which 
many observers now regard as an important 
step towards making real progress on all other 
tracks. Saudi Arabia's full understanding and 
appreciation of Jordan's efforts to bring about 
a comprehensive and lasting Middle East peace 
is definitely a crucial fector in tiding to 
achieve that goal. 

As King Hussein said on the eve of his pil- 
grimage to Mecca, Saudi-Jordanian relations 
are both “strong and historic," The historic 
dimension of these ties are borne out by shared 
views on regional as well as bilateral issues, 
despite the differences that surfaced on ways 
to reverse the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 
Joint efforts should continue and deepen on 
the basis of mutual respect and appreciation of 
trie sometimes different priorities and 
approaches that the two countries might have. 
Jordan looks as always for even better ‘rela- 
tions with Saudi Arabia: Those ties shoulcTbe 
driven by a set of fundamentals that should 
ensure their continuation. 

In this vein, the volume of trade and com- 
merce between the two countries can grow to 
new and higher levels. But just as Jordan can 
benefit from the opening of the Saudi market to 
its goods, services and labour, Saudi Arabia can 
tap on Jordan's skilled and experienced man- 
power and take advantage of the competitive 
price and quality of Jordanian products. 

Economic and pragmatic considerations will 
soon push the whole Arab region towards 
building more solid economic structures. The 
two neighbouring states are in a unique posi- 
tion to set an example which other Arab coun- 
tries can follow as they pursue mutually 
rewarding economic relations which will, by 
necessity, extend to cooperation on energy, the 
environment, borders and security. These are 
issues which cun only be addressed in a region- 
al Framework. Jordan and Saudi Arabia can 
take the lead in identifying and constructing 
(hat framework. Their weight, presence and 
respect in the region will ensure that their 
example is followed by other Arab states. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra’i daily described a recent visit of 
Jordanian ministers to Baghdad and their conclusion of 
agreements on trade and oil shipments between Iraq 
and Jordan as reflecting the strong ties binding the two 
brotherly countries. Regardless of the dark patches that 
maned bilateral relations in the past, Amman and 
Baghdad will remain committed to brotherly ties and to 
the pursuit of joint action for the benefit of the two peo- 
ples, said a columnist writing under the pen name 
Meeni. President Saddam Hussein’s meeting with the 
Jordanian ministers and his announcement that Iraq 
will provide additional quantities of oil to Jordan free 
of cost, in addition to the conclusion of the oil and trade 
protocols, provided sufficient proof of the strong and 
e'er growing relations between the two sides, added 
ihc writer. The Jordanians and the Iraqis, he said, are 
bound by geographic and historic brotherly relations 
;md Jordan serves as Iraq’s gate to the Arab World 
while Iraq serves as Jordan's strategic depth, protecting 
its interests, said the writer. He said the two countries’ 
recent agreements served as additional milestones on 
the road towards economic integration. 


COMMENTING ON Israeli leaders’ statements on 
their desire to reach a peace treaty with Syria, A I Ra’i 
said in an editorial that the peace process can be 
revived if Israel is willing to reach an aecoui with Syria 
on the full implementation of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 33S. The paper stressed that Israel 
-must be made to realise that it has obligations and com- 
imitmems to make if it is really and genuinely inclined 
-towards peace with Damascus. Israel should first stop 
issuing hostile statements against Syria, claiming that 
the occupied Syrian heights are Israeli land, and the 
Israeli government must heed the resolutions of the 
Cairo Arab summit which demanded Israel’s full with- 
drawal from the Syrian heights as a prerequisite for 
peace with Damascus, said the paper. It said that in 
addition, the United States, which is sponsoring the 
peace process, should prove its neutrality if it is to be a 
partner in the peacemaking process. The paper stressed 
that mere statements by Israeli leaders about peace can 
by no mean achieve that goal without practical steps 
taken in that direction. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


‘If U.S. has a long-term vision, we can look forward to its 
forceful approach to the dynamics of the Mideast peace process’ 


THE 99-0 vote with which the U.S. Senate confirmed 
Madeleine Albright as secretary of state in the second- 
term Clinton cabinet on Wednesday speaks volumes for 
the reputation she enjoys as perhaps the toughest 
American diplomat when it comes to defending U.S. 
interests around die globe. 

Having been sworn in and assumed office 24 hours 
later, Ms. Albright automatically became part of the 
political life in the Middle East, given the close engage- 
ment of the Clinton administration in the Arab-Israeli 


peace process. 

We do not know yet whether Ms. Albright has any new 
ideas to advance the Middle East peace process; if she 
does, then it would not be long before we can see their 
reflections. 

We in Jordan, and elsewhere in the Arab World, were 
more used to seeing the tough side of Ms. Albright, dur- 
ing her tenure as Washington’s permanent delegate to the 
United Nations, particularly her approach when it came 
to dealing with Iraq. 

As such, she has taken over the State Department with 
the reputation, as many see it, of adopting an anti-Arab 
approach and many also naturally expect her to adopt a 
position that would not serve the Arab cause in the 
Middle East peace process. 

But it is not necessarily true, just as the unfounded 
rumours that Ms. Albright is Jewish and, as such, she 
would be serving Israeli interests in the peace process. 

For starters, let us take note that Ms. Albright's tough 
talking on Iraq and her consistent attacks on Saddam 
Hussein were in fact softer when compared with some of 
the Arab delegates at the United Nations. 

Ms. Albright did not invent stories of her own that the 
Iraqi regime was building palaces after palaces when the 
people of Iraq were starving: she was drawing from 
information provided to her, accurate or otherwise, by 
her country’s government and its intelligence machinery. 

Ms. Albright was not drawing from her imagination 
that the human rights of the people of Iraq were being 
violared; such accounts were given to her, again accurate 
or otherwise, by the administration. 

As such, an assumption that Ms. Albright has her own 
axe to grind against Iraq and Saddam Hussein would be 
completely misplaced. 

The same also applies to her opposition to a second 
term for Egypt’s Butros Ghali as U.N. secretary general. 
It would be simply naive to believe that Ms. Albright led 


a lone crusade against Mr. Ghali; she was told by 
Washington to veto a second term for the Egyptian diplo- 
mat. 

So, where does a picture of Ms. Albright running a per- 
sonal anti-Arab vendetta come from? 

She was simply following orders from Washington. Of 
course the choice of words was hers, but that only proves 
one thing: Ms. Albright has a strong vocabulary that 
includes tough idioms and phrases and she drew from it 
extensively while doing her job as her country’s repre- 
sentative, entrusted with conveying her country’s ideas 
and positions to the world body. 

For us in Jordan, the picture is largely clear Ms. 
Albright’s mandate as secretary of state is to defend 
American strategic political and economic interests and 
if she serves that objective in all honesty and dedication, 
then it is good news. For defending American strategic 
political and economic interests simply means taking a 
more objective position on the Middle East peace 
process, which indeed implies cutting down Israel to 
sire. 


“The U.S., the self-professed 
leader of the free world and cham- 


pion of human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms, is being forced to 
put up an armoured shield around 
it rather than keep its door open for 
the oppressed. 


?.* 


There is little doubt that the anti-U.S. sentiments that 
we see in many parts of the Arab World could be attrib- 
uted directly to Washington’s consistent political, mili- 
tary, material and moral support for Israel. It is also clear 
that such support has eroded respect for the U.S. as a 
honest mediator in the effort to resolve the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

By extension, that could also explain the many anti- 
U.S. attacks that we have seen since the 1980s in the 
Middle East region, including the two bombings in Saudi 
Arabia in the last nine months. 

That leads us to observe die high state of alert and secu- 


rity that surrounds every American diplomatic mission 
and installation around the world, that clearly shows that 
a fortress mentality is setting in the American mind. 

Indeed that is an irony. The U.S., the self-professed 
leader of the free world and champion of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, is being forced to put up an 
armoured shield around it rather than keep its door open 

for the oppressed. . , 

That is where the flaws and contradictions in the 
American policy are exposed. And it certainly does not 
give much reason for Americans to be proud of their 
country’s record as the champion of the downtrodden. 

Of course we cannot expect Ms. Albright to bring about 
sweeping changes to that policy. But her very mandate to 
defend her country’s strategic interests around the world 
implies that she has to strive to shed the image acquired 
by Washington as the “guardian angel of Israel." 
Definitely that would mean telling Israel, regardless of 
who is in power there, that it cannot continue to occupy 
other people’s land, flout international legitimacy and 
challenge world opinion by denying the legitimate terri- 
torial and political rights of others. 

Washington’s oft-heard argument that it could not sim- 
ply pressure Israel into doing anything does not hold 
water. Israel does not have any legitimate rights to hold 
on to Arab territories. The American argument that Israel, 
as a sovereign, independent country, is free to do what 
protects its interests applies only to those lands and rights 
that the international community has accorded it. 
Definitely, the Palestinian territories, the Golan Heights 
and the so-called “security zone” in south Lebanon are 
not included in what die international community recog- 
nises as Israel’s land and rights. 

If anything, by continuing its role as patron of Israel, 
the U.S. is imply tarnishing its own image around the 
world. .... 

In any context, maintaining the “strategic relationship” 
with Israel might suit the U.S. in the short term, say a 
decade or two, but it certainly does not serve 
Washington’s medium- or long-term interests. 

So, the key question is: Is Ms. Albright speaking with 
a long-term vision of what it implies when she says she 
would make the “American people proud" of her? If she 
does, and also means it, then we can definitely look for- 
ward to a forceful American approach to the dynamics of 
the Middle East peace process. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Conflict in Sudan is also about 
influence in Ihe Nile, Red Sea region 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


AMONG THE topics cov- 
ered prominently in die 
local press in the past week 
was the conflict in Sudan 
and its repercussions in the 
Arab World. Also given 
prominence were the ongo- 
ing massacres in Algeria, 
domestic affairs and the sit- 
uation in the Middle East 
following Israel’s rede- 
ployment of its forces in 
the Hebron region. 

The present crisis in 
Sudan dates back to 1989 
when the military assumed 
power in the country, ban- 
ning all opposition political 
groups except for the 
Islamists, said Mahmoud 
Rimawi, a writer for Al 
Ra’i daily. 

This policy has created 
internal tension because 
one party was allowed to 
flourish, at the expense of 
others which ran under- 
ground, said the writer. 

This policy has antago- 
nised Egypt which has 
accused Sudan of har- 
bouring Islamist groups 
who have been active 
against the Egyptian gov- 
ernment and other coun- 
tries neighbouring Sudan, 
he said. 

Now that the conflict has 
widened, with backing 
from the rebels from neigh- 
bouring Eritrea and 
Ethiopia, Egypt, along with 
the other concerned Arab 
countries, should intervene 
and prevent the disintegra- 
tion of Sudan and bring 
about reconciliation among 
that country’s various war- 
ring groups, demanded the 
writer. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
accused Israel of being 
behind the conflict in 
Sudan, saying that the 
Jewish state, backed by the 
United States, is trying to 
impose its influence on the 
countries around the Red 
Sea and make them besiege 
Sudan and Egypt. 

Yasser Zaatreh said that 
at least 800 Israeli military 
experts are organising the 
aggression, in collabora- 
tion with Ethiopia and 
Uganda, with financing 
from Washington. 

He said char Israel and the 
United States aim at 
imposing their domination 
on the River Nile sources. 


weaken Egypt and Sudan 
and impose rheir will on 
the eastern parts of Africa. 

The writer said that 
recent reports from France 
have revealed that the 
Israelis and die Americans 
have been providing 
weapons to the countries 
neighbouring Sudan to 
launch their aggression on 
that Arab country in order 
to achieve the U.S.- Zionist 
objectives. 

Sultan Hattab, a writer 
for Al Ra’i, said the escala- 
tion of conflict in the Horn 
of Africa calls for an 
immediate intervention on 
the part of the Arab 
League. 

Egypt, the largest Arab 
country with special 
responsibilities in the 
African region, should step 
in to stop rbe war and 
enable the warring factions 
to achieve peace and rec- 
onciliation. said the writer. 

Sudan is an Arab country 
facing aggression from its 
neighbours and under no 
pretext should the Arab 
League refrain from under- 
taking a decisive action to 
put an end to the war and 
protect national interests, 
he said. The writer said the 
Arab countries should not 
remain passive and watch 
Sudan face a tragedy simi- 
lar to that which had befall- 
en Iraq. Taher Adwan, a 
writer for Al Dustour, 
described the conflict in 
Sudan as an American war 
on that country and pan of 
American plots to impose 
sanctions on the Sudanese. 

The- Americans want to 
impose their hegemony on 
the Horn of Africa and the 
Red Sea, converting it into 
on Israeli- American lake, 
and so they resorted to 
arming Sudan’s neighbours 
to launch war on the Arab 
state, charged the writer. 

He said the plot is also 
directed against Egypt, 
because U.S. -Israeli domi- 
nation of the sources of the 
River Nile means control 
over the destiny of Egypt 
and Sudan. 

What Sudan needs now is 
not statements of condem- 
nation of the aggression 
but rather arms shipments 
to Khanoum to enable the 
Sudanese to repel aggres- 
sion and protect ihe coun- 
try’s sovereignty and lerri- ■ 
tonal integrity, said the 


writer. 

Reflecting on the situa- 
tion in Algeria, following a 
spate of bombings that 
killed and injured hundreds 
of innocent civilians during 
the holy month of 
Ramadan, a writer for Al 
Ra’i said the crimes against 
the people in that country 
can by no means be justi- 
fied or condoned, whatever 
their sources or perpetra- 
tors might be. 

Mahmoud Rimawi said 
that no power struggle can 
justify the murder of inno- 
cent women and children 
and the massacre of people 
with no affiliation to politi- 
cal parties, the government 
or the armed forces. 

The writer said that the 
crimes against humanity, 
which are committed 
almost daily in Algeria, can 
achieve nothing for the 
opposition groups which 
are behind the attacks and 
which have proved their 
brutaiity and barbaric 
nature. 

The writer said that the 
Algerians are passing 
through ordeal and suffer- 
ings because an opposition 
group finds that bloodshed- 
ding is a way to achieve its 
selfish objectives. 

The Algerian opposition 
groups’ claims that the 
Algerian armed forces and 
government are behind the 
brutal massacres commit- 
ted in the country can 
deceive nobody, said Saleh 
Qallab, a writer for Al 

Dustour. 

It is unreasonable for 
anyone in his right mind to 
believe these claims simply 1 
because the government 
cannor commit such atroci- 
ties which would bring its 
demise, stressed Saleh 
Qallab. 

The writer said that the 
armed forces, which fought 
the French for years to 
achieve independence in 
Algeria, can by no means 
be responsible for the mas- 
sacre of women and chil- 
dren. 

these crimes are com- 
mitted by extremist groups 
who have lost their sense 
of direction and are acting 
as agents in the pay of for- , 
etgn powers bent On ruin- 
ing Algeria, chained the 
writer. 

He said that the groups 
behind the murder of 


women, children and inno- 
cent civilians have only 
one objective in mind: to 
assume power in the coun- 
try at all cost. 

Taber Adwan said it is 
too late for the present par- 
liament to enact a new 
elections law, to replace the 
one-person, one-vote sys- 
tem, because parliament is 
now in its last session. 

Because the government 
has so far failed to present 
to the house a new draft 
elections law, and is 
unlikely to do so during the 
present session, at least the 
present parliament can 
introduce amendments to 
the existing Law, he 
demanded. 

The one-person, one- vote 
system is undemocratic 
and so Is any extension of 
the present parliament 
which was elected on the 
strength of the existing vot- 
ing system, said the writer. 

As the government seems 
to be determined to carry 
out the parliamentary elec- 
tions this year on the basis 
of ibe one-person, one-vote 
system, he said, the only 
way for parliament to 
ensure somewhat fair elec- 
tions lies in the introduc- 
tion of amendments to the 
present law. 

In the face of worldwide 
support for the Israeli- 
Palestinian accord on the 
redeployment of Israeli 
forces in the Hebron area, 
only Syria, backed by 
extremist Palestinian 
groups, stood as opponent 
to the deal, said Fahed 
Fanek, a writer for Al Ra’i. 

Had the Palestinians and 
Israelis not reached this 
accord, the whole Middle 
East peace process could 
have been ruined, added 
the writer: 

His Majesty King 
Hussein’s efforts to break 
the deadlock have succeed- 
ed in reviving the peace 
process which, said the 
writer, has proved to be 
stronger than the extrem- 
ists’ wi]J to ruin it. 

The writer said that the 
peace process could be 
delayed by Israel for some 
time, but it can by no 
means be destroyed since 
the peace camp has proved 
to be stronger and more 
determined to pursue 
endeavours to achieve the 
aspired objective. 


Uncertainty stalks 
Chechenya on 
eve of elections 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — A 
light flickers in the darkness at 
the end of a muddy track, hesi- 
tant but unmistakable — the 
only neon for miles around. 

This is Grozny's sauna — a 
tiny oasis of relative comfort 
and calm in the derelict, war- 
wrecked Chechen capicaL 

“Customers still come, 
though we get fewer now 
because people don’t have 
much money. More would 
come if we could guarantee the 
water supply,” said Timur 
Ibragimov, who runs the small 
but cosy bath-house on the out- 
skins of the city. 

Nearly five months after a 
peace deal between Russia and 
Chechenya ’s pro-independence 
rebels halted fierce fighting in 
the southern region, water and 
electricity supplies remain 
erratic and most of die local 
economy is in ruins. 

"Some people come here 
because they don’t have water 
at home." said Mr. Ibragimov. 

With most cafi£s. restaurants 
and theatres nothing more than 
piles of rubble, the sauna is one 
of the few places where young 
Chechens can go to relax. 

It does not make much of a 
profit but covers its running 
costs — no mean business feat 
by current Chechen standards. 

Elsewhere the picture is a lot 
gloomieL 

“Everything has been 
destroyed. Communications, 
basic infrastructure — it is all 
in ruins,” said Tim Guldimann 
of the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), which is helping to 
organise elections in 
Chechenya on Jan. 27. 

Few telephones work, most 
factories and farms are at a 
standstill and local people put 
unemployment at 80 to 90 per 
<*m. There are no official sta- 
tistics for the jobless. 

The few with regularjobs say 
have not been paid for 
months -- sometimes for near- 
ly a year. People survive by 
‘ratimg — buying cheaply and 
selling at a small premium. 

“The Chechens have always 
been good at trading. L^k at 
the bazaar. It is the only place 
where the economy is still 
alive." said Aslan Dukayev. a 
professor at Grozny University. 

Most of the government’s 
tax revenues come from [here " 
said Mr. Dukayev. who also 
has not been paid for months. 

But even in the bustline 
wel] -stocked bazaar, traded 
My buiiinMS has been much 


slower since the fighting 
stopped. During the 21 -month 
conflict Russian troops and 
federal government money 
helped keep the local economy 
afloat 

Now the Russians have gone 
as pan of the peace deal and 
uncertainty is paralysing eco- 
nomic activity. 

“Whoever gets elected (as 
president), people must be paid 
or else things will never get 
better,” said one woman selling 
pens and stationery in the 
bazaar. 

The political outlook also 
remains unclear. Chechenya 
barely has a functioning gov- 
ernment and eyes are fixed on 
the election, which will choose 
a new president and parlia- 
ment, 

Chechenya’s very status is 
ambiguous. The five mai n 
presidential candidates regard 
Chechen independence as a fait 
accompli, despite the peace 
deal’s requirement that the 
region’s final political status be 
deferred for five years. 

The Kremlin failed to 
the rebels militarily, but 
Moscow still hopes to persuade 
Chechenya to .stay wirhm the 
Russian Federation, pussioly 
with financial inducements. 

The election campaign is roll 
of anti -Moscow rhetoric, but 
more thoughtful Chechens say 
the successful candidate will 
have to show flexibility in his 
dealings with the Russians. 

“Only Russian money tan 
restart the economy in the 
absence of willing foreign 
investors, said Mr. Dukayev. 
Russia will use the economy 
as a lever." 

Another key issue is what to 
do with the thousands of still 
anned but unemployed fight- 
era. many of them tog young to 
have lived as adults in a normal 
peaceful society. 

“There is a lost generation 
here due to the war. It is going 
to be very hard integrating 
them into civil siH:ieiy, They 
are looking for a new identity.'' 
sajd the OSCE’s Guldimann. 

He Said failure to stabilise the 
economy and provide new 
incentives for these men could 

i* ^ em towards more radi- 
ideologies. including 
Islamic t undame null ism. 

Rebel commander Shamil 
Busayev. now one uf the fron- 
t runners in the presidential 
has accused Chechenyus 
mtenm government of u ban- 
onmg the independence fiyhi- 


* 


# A 





with 


united NATIONS I 

Libyan leader N 

mar Qadhafi thumbs 
nast? ai fae Untied N 
md at Washington 
week when a Libyan ; 
er hinded in Accra de* 
U.N. air embargo on 1 
Tripoli's official 
agency JANA repor 
Ijhyan Arab Airline! 
plane flew to Accra 
returned Thursday 
Tripoli in defiance c 
U.N. air embargo imj 
lhi Libya in April 199^ 
The news came just j 
new U.N. chief. 
Annan of Ghana, met 
U.S. President Bill Cl 
in Washington. 

The United States 
quick to call the fligl 
serious violation" ol 
embargo. 

Slate Depart 

spokesman. Nicholas E 
said: “We will pursue 
matter in (lie U.N. Sec 
Council and in the j 
lions committee at the I 
ed Nations.” who ui 
ihui Libya “ought to si 
by U.N. Security Cot 
resolutions.” 


U.S. as 


Saudi 1 


WASHINGTON (AF 
eral Janet Reno has bju 
id Investigation iPf 
Freeh's statement tha 
withholding crucial ev 
ol the deadly homhinj 
last June. 

"As Director Freeh 
Saudi government ha 
« ah some very imports 
I am hopeful that we w 
■lie sc issues, obtain the 
appropriate steps can l 
told u press briefing T1 
Mr. Freeh said Wednt 
ure to provide inform 
‘•ur ability to make fire 
or iu channel the inves 
directions.” 

The two U.S. official: 
a Nhiti in U.S. policy’ wl 
praise for Saudi .Arabia 
those responsible for it 
a military housing com 
near Phurhan which kjj 
Asked if she thougf 
hampering U.S. invest! 
M v Reno said it was 
investigation to have 
‘’frier to assess what 
taken.” 

I' S officials quotei 


Fujimori 


as 


UMA 

Alberto 

Mutmsi 

F.ipane> 
"nee ih 
"this i 
ftijinioi 
ki'king 


in tht 

fnpsie 
tMRT 
Spc; 
\isi| 
'winch 
would 
•'111 111 
rehcl j 
"The 
■'"late 
ln him; 
Mr. 
lined i 
>hai h.- 
to’ del 
Pit j 

k'ard 

^tranv 
h > ser 
Mieer 
hour n; 

; Ke«iv 


Hi. 

Hie 





iaiurday, ]* nuary 


Bv "*• Mu.va K > 

— S j 


News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, January, 25, 1997 


vard to its 
teace prot ess 


WW. thill v'U'.ii]. '“'Min 

?,s *m\l m OurAnien 

i min nr i s 

*■* ‘fW-'n »i7, 

atiflU it ralhrr than keen , K U1 "l’ fl 

Haws :ind coiiti.i.1,^ 

»«[***« Aiut U.en^'H 

for Ante neons to i v , doc ' ^ 
the v hiUiiptiTit ol i| u . j tll ’ ‘I 1 thin 
«Mt cxpc v -t Ms AHni.-t,! iVi 
; o i hat jmlu y Hut | u .* f x J A* 
h Htrntp»»v' iiiil'il'Ms «.*ui h 
Mustmc hi shed the * CU,T Vl 
' »hc 

oM mean trtliu;* isiiid.', c, ‘ 

Hut II 1,-sisiiuii 

A, 1 lout mu-ni,nMn:ii k 

hihuk by denying the ' ir,J " 

tvjjhis oi oihcis ,1tefc th- 

lietml jji'umem th.n u .■m 1 ,m 11 

! iMo dfini: .uiwhiiij: »l.vs\, 

M li-.U' miv l.-;:. r 
v I to’ AiikTU-jii «u L'lniiom i| ul 7 
k!|WfKk'|ll I'l'imin. |X fnv |,1 *■*' 
s applies only !x..ix, n ; n ^ 

on.U eomitunitis h.,x i • • , r . " flu ‘ 
;«illiail wnionts Ihc s'.l.'l.'in Ifc j, 
Mv»m> /one m south ! C h ir J‘ 

at the immiaiional 1 * 

h! <md njihts ■ kU * 

4nUiiuunp Its role as pair.-n m 
t.irmslunp its o\v n inia-e ar.-undij 

laidiniiiuip ilnr "Mtaiegic u-|.n„^ 

■4111 tin? V S lit the sill'll iemi ** 
hut it certainly docs i M w ' 
ium- or ItHip -term niieresix 
Hollis Is Ms Alhnphl x|v.tkm- 
of wluf if implies when die 
tnkrnc.ui pivpU 1 pr.mil " ,.| », a • |, ^ , 
ihx ft. (hen we ean deiunteK UM f i 
\nteneun approach the J>n.innoc! : ' 

IkepUk’CsH ’ ^ 


rtainty stalk 
jehenya on 
of elections 


! K* a 

Uifcrwxx .It 
rv-K k hr*.* 
'U* - thr 

jrimnd 
jttnj a 

rll« t. WJ: 
fHMl 

1 UHttt. 
*«Wl IH«W 
ui i havr 
-17 wiili! 
Harriot its- 
til Tma^ 
s ihr uttAH 
i^i the out 

At»n a 
ftiiSMtl in! 
rprlktrlhf 
fight in y eft 
aak‘i jib.' 
t =r,ii4«n 

llw l.h jf 

it iv hrir 
4*r WAV! 

YtldliUlU'- 

nnittr llutt* 
.unj is «>UC 
irte 
rij* 

nu» l» i»f ■» 
• niii|tiii>’ 
qprxx irjl 
! Jisjjl l‘-1 
hr ‘I J i- 5 ! 

a !ivn 
iWi .if »• ■**' 

It ■■■ i" 

V St't ii> '*» 

'» I 11* ■ -| S' 
irlpfi : ' 
<1-. ■" 

jifh nr. •'. 
in' jf ■> 
|MI 
t K . ; r* 
IT tt <ii *M 

it *.**- 
jSi.J :.■; 
•, !:X -ft .i- 
ifliitr *■’ 

.ntu* 1 * 

if 

J...1 St 
diiv ps’.iM 


J»1 iln-f*- 
4H.' .Si'i* 
sioKih- 
bufc!l' ! i? 


siowf ■■: tilin' 

riK-. 1 ;v •.«■!■ ::-»t 

eor.!';*: K • - ■■•‘■•r- - 

IrJfi.,: i 1 ." ■'• ""■»■ 'i t» 

hri;v.i k." a .-.. V. 

jit*..: 

V * k .. . 

-L-. pa:t ■■ "«■ - -* 1 i " 

i;n. i’ r r.:rr‘!\ * . -i'. - s , * ,i, f A 
.:. v.\ o 

"Wlt.e^.-: ' 

|-irv.! % -:v. ;x . />: 
i-j riv i - *.H 

JvlUi." — 

- V 

iii.da: 

tr.".i. ^ 

o - ‘ '"■■"'■y,' 

.... i, • .ii: l '**‘ 

* „ ||.!i**- 

••• ’ _ 

■- • ,!i:J ?*- • 

4 !i-» , 

IIW.II „ 

as;*!"-'"' ‘i 1-- ■"* ' 

'nf’.'jJt 

:IU -■ 

A - S v -^v 

iff>. ■ 

ir.'.'.- u-:. 

iv k-.r--s « 

!V ' , S ' .i iV'”*' 

V- r -" 
i V- ■■■ 1; ' ■■ ' 


•t. i-_i •* ‘ 


. •• V - ■' 




. s..‘ . 






Libya defies U.N., U.S. 
with international flight 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi thumbed his 
nose at the United Nations 
and at Washington last 
week when a Libyan airlin- 
er landed in Accra despite a 
U.N. air embargo on Libya. 

Tripojj’s official news 
agency ■* JANA reported a 
Libyan, Arab Airlines air- 
plane flew to Accra and 
returned Thursday to 
Tripoli jin defiance of the 
U.N. air embargo imposed 
on Libya in April 1 992. 

The news came just as the 
new U.N. chief, Kofi 
Annan of Ghana, met with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
in Washington. 

The United States was 
quick to call the flight “a 
serious violation” of the 
embargo. *-* 

State Department 

spokesman, Nicholas Burns 
said: "We will pursue the 
matter in the U-N. Security 
Council and in the sanc- 
tions committee at the Unit- 
ed Nations." who added 
that Libya “ought to abide 
by U.N. Security Council 
resolutions ” 


A probe is underway at 
the United Nations, and the 
U.S., British and French 
delegations were to make 
contact on the matter Fri- 
day. The issue was to be 
taken up by the Security 
Council on Monday, diplo- 
mats said. 

Ghanaian officials in 
Accra rushed to explain 
that permission to land was 
granted because of an 
emergency. 

The Boeing 727 landed 
Tuesday night after its pilot 
told the Accra airport con- 
trol tower he was short of 
fuel, said the deputy minis- 
ter, Mohammed Chambas.: . 

“Ghana respects all U.N.' 
resolutions and has no 
intentions of breaking 
them," be added. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil left intact in November 
the air and arms embargoes 
on Libya for its failure to 
cooperate in the investiga- 
tion of two attacks on air- 
liners, Western diplomats in 
New York said. 

The sanctions were aimed 
at pressuring Tripoli to 
hand over two suspects in 


the 1988 downing of Pan 
Am Flight 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, that 
killed 270, and to cooperate 
in the investigation into the 
downing of a French UTA 
jetliner over Africa in 1989 
that killed 170. 

Tripoli’s JANA news 
agency said the Libyan 
Arab Airlines flight to 
Accra carried a delegation 
of the Libyan foreign min- 
istry which held official 
talks in the Ghanaian capi- 
tal. 

But Mr. Chambas said the 
Libyan delegation aboard 
the aircraft explained they 
were en route to an undis- 
closed destination in. east 
Africaln connection with a 
ministerial meeting of the 
Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU), when the 
plane began to run out of 
fuel. 

After allowing American 
balloonist Steve Fossett to 
fly accross Libyan airspace 
last Saturday, the Libyan 
government assumed the 
international embargo 
against the country was lift- 
ed, said U.N. officials. 


U.S. assessment bleak of 
Saudi help in blast probe 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Attorney Gen- 
eral Janet Reno has backed Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) Director Louis 
Freeh’s statement that Saudi Arabia was 
withholding crucial evidence in the probe 
of the deadly bombing of a U.S. air base 
last June. 

“As Director Freeh said yesterday, the 
Sandi government has not furnished us 
with some very important information. And 
I am hopeful that we will be able to address 
these issues, obtain the information so that 
appropriate steps can be taken,” Ms. Reno 
told a press briefing Thursday. 

Ml Freeh said Wednesday that Saudi fail- 
ure to provide information “has affected 
(hit ability to make findings or conclusions 
or to chann el the investigation in different 
directions.” 

The two U.S. officials’ comments marked 
a shift in U.S. policy which had been one of 
praise for Saudi Arabia’s efforts in seeking 
those responsible for the truck-bombing of 
a military housing complex on the air base 
near D Harhan which killed 19 Americans. 

Asked if she thought the Saudis were 
hampering U.S. investigators in the probe, 
Ms. Reno stud it was “important in any 
investigation to have foil information in 
order to assess what action should be 
taken.” 

U.S. officials quoted in Friday's New 


York Times attributed the reactions by Ms. 
Reno and Mr. Freeh to U.S. concerns that 
the Saadis will execute the suspects they 
hold in the June bombing after die Holy 
Month of Ramadan ends next month. 

U.S. investigators have been denied 
direct access to the suspects so far. 

Previously, the Saudis refused U.S. inves- 
tigators permission to intenogare face-to- 
face four Saudis convicted of killing, five 
Americans and two Indians in a November 
1995 bombing in Riyadh. The four were 
subsequently executed. 

While spokesmen for the state and 
defence departments said the statements by 
Ms. Reno and Mr. Freeh represented the 
U.S. administration’s thinking, the New 
York Times said White House spokesman 
Michael McCuny was less forthcoming. 

“The White House has a much more 
nuanced view that takes a lot more words to 
say,” Mr. McCuny was quoted as saying by 
the daily. 

“Look, the important thing here is to con- 
tinue working with the Saudi government 
on an investigation that matters to the Pres- 
ident (Bill ’ Clinton) and m alters to the 
American people,” Mr. McCurry said. 

“We have worked closely with the Saud- 
is. We expect to work closely with the 
Saudis. And we expect full cooperation as 
we proceed,” be added. 


Fujimori vows to wipe out rebels 
as Lima embassy crisis drags on 


LIMA (Agencies) — Peruvian President 
Alberto Fujimori has vowed to wipe out the 
Marxist group bolding 73 hostages at the 
Japanese ambassador's residence in Lima 
<Mce the crisis was over. 

“this is not going to go unpunished," Mr. 
Fujimori said in La Paz, Bolivia. “We are 
looking for the total eradication of the group 
in the region ” he said, referring to the 
Tupac . Amaru Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA). 

Speaking with reporters during a brief 
visit with Bolivian President Gopzalo 
Sanchez De Lozada, Mr. Fujimori said he 
would not let up in his fight against terror- 
ism that he claimed bad virtually defeated 
rebel groups hj Peru. 

“There is no going back. There are still 
isolated groups ... This government is going 
to hunt them down,” he said. 

Mr. Fujimori’s threatening tone under- 
lined police tactics over the last few days 
that have steadily tightened the screws on 
the defiant MRTA rebels. 

On Thursday, four cajpenters arrived to 
board up one of the compound's two 
entrances and a small hole in the wall used 
by service staff. Watched by a group of 
policemen, the labourers spent about an 
hour nailing wooden planks across die two 
access points. 

Their action left open only the entrance 
that has been used by Red Cross workers, 
mediators and freed captives. 

A police helicopter also flew over the 
mined and booby-trapped residence several 
times. 

The MRTA responded to ihe govern- 
ment’s latest move on the Internet, slam- 
ming Mr. Fujimori as a “dictator” and call- 
ing on international opinion to help prevent 
a “massacre" by the government at the resi- 
dence, 

“We have to stop the dictator now. We do 
not have to suffer five years more,” said a 
new MRTA communique. 

A second communique added lhai the 
police activities were “provocations that 


seek a pretext to justify military interven- 
tion ... We ask for the families, the press, 
human rights organisations and national and 
international solidarity to help prevent this 
massacre we warn of.” 

On Friday, the rebels played a tape 
recording of their guerrilla anthem early as 
police beefed up their presence around the 
Japanese ambassador’s residence. 

Peru’s black-clad special operations 
police moved a massive armoured person- 
nel carrier to just outside the compound on 
Wednesday and Thursday, parking it near an 
area where news media photographers are 
stationed. 

Tupac Amaru rebel leader Nestor Cerpa 
Cartolini said Thursday that be was unde- 
terred by . President Alberto Fujimori’s 
repealed and firm refusal to release some 
440 fellow rebels held in Peru’s jails. 

“The Fujimori government is not used to 
negotiating with anybody, not even with its 
own legal political opposition,” he said in a 
walkie-talkie interview. 

‘We are ready to wait as long as it takes. 
If this government doesn't change its atti- 
tude, we’ll stay here.” 

Mr. Cerpa. a former textile union organis- 
er, said Mr. Fujimori’s hardline stand 
against discussing the possible release of 
rebels was unreasonable. 

“I’ll answer you as a union man. 2 present 
a list of demands and you can’t tell me that 
there’s demands that I can’t make.” “Before 
we even start to talk, they are imposing con- 
ditions and we cannot accept that ” he said. 

Mr. Cerpa also confirmed that shots heard 
inside the compound just after midnight 
Wednesday were a reaction to police actions 
the previous day. _ . 

Stone-throwing police had approached the 
front door and repeatedly threw rocks and 
garbage into the walled compound. 

The police actions have made the Interna- 
tiona] Red Cross nervous enough to paint 
white lines outside the compound that secu- 
rity officials are not allowed io cross if they 
are inside. 


In a letter to the U.N. 
Security Council last week, 
Omar A1 Mountasser, 
Libya’s foreign minister, 
said all planes could land, 
and take off from Libyan 
airports and that Libyan air- 
lines would immediately 
resume international 
flights. 

‘They definitely are look- 
ing for a bearing,” said a 
specialist on Libya, who 
noted that Tripoli had other 
means to make its voice 
heard. 

In recent months the 
OAU, the Arab League and 
non-aligned nations have 
been sensitive to Libyaji 
arguments regarding the 
Pan-Am and UTA 
tragedies and about the 
effects of international 
sanctions on its people. 

It was not, however, the 
first time Tripoli has 
announced its own viola- 
tion of the embargo, in June 
Colonel Qadhafi himself 
took a Libyan flight to 
Cairo for an Arab summit, 
prompting the condemna- 
tion of the U.N 

U.S.: China 
aiding Iran’s 
biological 
programme 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States govern- 
ment suspects that Oima is 
providing Iran with material 
that may be used to develop 
bacteriological weapons, 
accenting ro new Secretary of 
State Ms> leleine Albright. 

. In a reply to a written ques- 
tion from Republican Senator 
for Utah Bob Bennett, Ms. 
Albright said: “We have 
received reporting regarding 
transfers of dual-use items 
from Chinese entities to Iran- 
ian government entities.” 

These transfers “raise con- 
cern,” said Ms. Albright, who 
told the senator that she would 
give him more information on 
the matter on a confidential 
basis. 

“W° have encouraged 
China to adopt comprehen- 
sive and rigorous national 
expat controls to help assure 
that no such cooperation (wiih 
Iran in bacteriological 
weapons) will occur ” said 
Ms. Albright. 

The secretary of state added, 
“we are not aware erf any cred- 
ible evidence that Chinese 
companies are assisting bio- 
logical warfare programmes 
in Iraq, Syria or Libya.” 

The United States has been 
warning China for some time 
not to sell nuclear tedmdogy 
or weapons to countries like 
Iran and Syria, which Wash- 
ington believes support tenor- 
ism. 

But it is the first time an 
American government official 
has admitted publidy that 
there are suspicions that China 
is supporting bacteriological 
warfare. 

Me Bennett’s question was 

formulated dunng sense 

hearings in which Ms. 
Albright was confirmed as 
secretary of state on Wednes- 
day. 

Iranian President AM Akbaja 
Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
Thursday his country “will 
respond vigorously” to any 
threat by foe United States, 
which he said seeks to creole 
conditions for a strike against 1 
Iran. 

Tehran “will respond vigor- 1 
ously to any U.S. military 
measure and will prove to foe 
whole world Iran’s . real 
power ” said Mr Rafsanjani 

He added that Washington 
“hasn’t spared any effort since 
1979 in its hostility against 
Iran which is determined to 
counter all US. measures in 
thefunne.” 

Washington “needs to create 
a particular situation in foe 
region are! the world in order 
to strike Iran, but foe current 
conditions are not in foe inter- 
est" of foe United States, 
MnRafsanjani said 

He also sad that Tran’s 
security is inseparable from 
that of the region, in which 
Tehran plays a fundamental 
role.” 



KING PERFORMS UMRA: His Majesty King Hussein, Their Royal Highnesses Prince Abdullah and Prince 
Faisal and other members of the delegation accompanying the King, on Thursday perform the Umra pilgrim- 
age (see page 1) (Petra photo) 

Abu Khajil back in jail after court revokes bail 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An appeals court has revoked a bail granted to the 
former honorary consul of Sri Lanka standing trial charged with 
illegal sale of babies and ordered him rearrested, judicial sources 
said Friday. 

Tawfiq Abu Khajil, who was released on a JD 100,000 bail last 
Saturday, was taken into custody on Thursday, the sources said. 

“The prosecution contested the decision by foe criminal court to 
grant bail to Mr. Abu Khajil and the appeals court upheld foe con- 
test,” said a source. >. 

“Mr. Abu Khajil was rearrested and taken to prison.” 

The lawyers said the criminal court had granted foe bail in con- 
sideration of Mr. Abu Khajil’s ill-health, but the prosecution con- 
tended foat his release would hamper the ongoing trial. 

No comment was immediately available from defence lawyers. 
Mr. Abu Khajil. 55. a prominent businessman, is known to suf- 
fer from cardiac problems. 

He was arrested in March 1996 in connection with the sale of 
illegitimate babies bora to Sri Lankan women working as domes- 
tic helpers in foe Kingdom. 

The arrest and a subsequent raid on the premises of foe honorary 
consulate followed the interception of a Dutch couple carrying a 

Controversy mounts over tabloids 

(Continued from page 1) an end to “unacceptable 

reporting touching upon 
position due to the upcom- morality” since “it was 

ing elections and that is proven that the existing 

why they decided to file laws are not sufficient or 

lawsuits against Mr. Nadi.” preventive." 

“If these news or carica- In a Lower House of Par- 
ture items had been pub- liament session last 

lished six months earlier Wednesday, Dr. Emoush 

none of the two would have (Zarqa) assailed what be 

been interested in- filing a described as the indecent 

lawsuit agaiast us,” Mr. and unethical approach of 

Gheishan told the Jordan tabloid newspapers, stating 

Times. that some of them were 

However, many journal- publishing details of mari- 
jsts have been vocal in crit- tal affairs and homosexuali- 
icising some of their col- ty, stressing that the House 

leagues for lack of profes- was extremely offended by 

sionalism in their reporting such publications, 
and for compromising facts In response to Dr. 
and professional rules. The Emoush’s comment, the 

criticism also centred prime minister said that the 

around excessive sens a- government agreed with the 

rionalism of news and deputy and would take 

events. action to put an end to local 

A1 Ra'i weekly columnist publications from carrying 
Sultan Hattab called on the indecent, obscene and 
government to take quick unacceptable articles, 
measures to prevent news- “Violating the privacy of 
papers from publishing citizens and tampering with 

pornographic subjects just public decency is an outra- 

to sell more copies. geous infringement on 

“We should stand in the human rights and does not 

face of such issues because represent the true mission 

we live in a conservative of the press," Mr. Kabariti 

society... we are not like sold. 

England or,” Mr. Hattab He said that rhq govern- 
said. raenr had already referred 

Mr. Hattab said he sup- 10 such cases to court, 

ported Prime Minister adding that the government 

Abdul Karim Kabariti and believes that the Press and 

Islamist Deputy Bassara Publications Law does not 

Emoush on the need of provide enough deterrence, 

drafting a law which puts He said the government 


baby foat they said they had purchased from ihe consulate for 
$8,000. The couple were found to be carrying forged documents 
related to the baby. ‘ 

According to foe prosecution, at least 35 illegitimate babies born 
to Sri Lankan maids working in Jordan were sold with the involve- 
ment of foe honorary consulate. 

* Repeated bids for Mr. Abu Khajfl’s bail were turned down by foe 
court and he was put on trial late lost year in foe case. 

In addition to foe charge of illegal sale of babies, stemming from 
a 1928 law related to slavery, Mr. Abu Khajil also faces several 
other charges including forgery of documents and official seals 
and illegal possession of firearms. 

Two others, including the Sri Lankan mother of the baby inter- 
cepted at foe airport, are also standing trial along with Mr. Abu 
KhajiL All have entered not-guilty pleas. I 

The Sri Lankan government dismissed Mr. Abu Khajil as ; its 
honorary consul shortly after he was arrested. 

Newspapers are banned from publishing details of the trial pro- 
ceedings under an order issued by the court. ' . 

But reports in the local press said that at least four Sri Lan&n 
witnesses, said to have been key to the prosecution case, had 
retracted their statements given to foe prosecutors and faced per- 
jury charges ’ 


believes that the ceiling of 
press responsibilities and 
penalties should be raised, 
and asked the House’s 
National Guidance Com- 
mittee to present its recom- 
mendations “in order to 
deal with the issue as best 
as possible.” 

Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) President Seif Sharif 
told the Jordan Times Fri- 
day that the union was 
planning to intervene on 
Mr. Nadi’s behalf. 

“We are always against 
the arrest of any journalist 
and we will support Mr. 
Nadi until he is freed,” Mr. 
Sharif said. 

On Jan. 14, Abdullah 
Bani Issa, 25, editor of the 
weekly tabloid AJ Hiwar, 
received a six-month prison 
term and was ordered to 
pay JD5D0 fine for violat- 
ing the Press and Publica- 
tions Law by allowing an 
interview with a Muslim 
fundamentalist, in which 
His Majesty the King and 
His Royal Highness the 
Crown Prince were slan- 
dered, to be published in his 
newspaper. 

On Friday Reporters Sans 
Frontiers, the Paris-based 
special interest group 
which promotes journalists’ 
rights worldwide, appealed 
to ‘King Hussein to defend 
press freedom and protest- 
ed against the sentencing of 
Mr. Salah and Mr. Bani Issa 
and the detention of Mr. 
Nadi. 


In a letter sent to the King 
the organisation said: 
“Reporters Sans Frontiers 
asks you to use your influ- 
ence to secure the immedi- 
ate release of Mr. Nadi and 
to ensure that journalists 
are not sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment in Jor- 
dan" ; 4 

The organisation said 12 
journalists were arrested in 
Jordan in 1996 and 
expressed concern over foe 
number “particularly as 
Jordan has ratified the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, 
Article 19, which guaran- 
tees Lbe right to freedom of 
information.” 

A wave of arrests arid 
questioning of journalists 
came following a statement 
that was issued by Parlia- 
ment in July 1996, urging 
authorities and foe media to 
take measures to pm an end 
to writings that harm 
national unity and Arab and 
Islamic values. 

The King responded to 
the call by sending a mes- 
sage to the Lower House 
adding his voice to the crit- 
icism of some writers wh? 
attempied to underrrii 1 - 
national «niry 

In that message. King 
Hussein voiced hope that 
newspapers live up to the 
aspiration cf the Jordanian 
people and that they propa- 
gate the values and princi- 
ples of this country. 


Albright lives up to ‘tough’ image Barak ready to accept state 


(Continued from page 1) 

“I will tell it like it is on 
human rights and Hong 
Kong to the Chinese lead- 
ers whenever I meet 
them.”While Ms. Albright 
said foat “we are not going 
to agree on everything” 
with foe Chinese, she added 
foat the handover of Hong 
Kong from Britain to China 
“has to be done” in a way 
foat respects the human 
rights of the Hong Kong 
people. 

T have indicated the 
importance of our relation- 
ship with China and the 
president has made that 
very clear,” she said. “We 
have made it clear that what 
happens in Hong Kong is 
very important to the over- 
all relationship” with 
China, she added. 


She said that she spoke by 
phone Friday with British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Ritkind and discussed the 
Hong Kong matter with 
him. 

Ms. Albright also stressed 
the U.S. desire for North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) enlargement, 
but also emphasised the 
need to resolve differences 
with Russia over the issue. 

“We believe that it is 
essential to enlarge 
NATO.” Ms. Albright said. 
“We understand that the 
Russians have some prob- 
lems with it. But what is 
clear is that both countries 
are committed to working 
this situation out and devel- 
oping mutual understand- 
ing based on our national 
interests." 


(Continued from page 1) 

reported Thursday thm Israel 
would reoccupy West Bank 
rural areas in such a case. 

“Self-rule is ran a state,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said in an interview 
with Israel Television Thurs- 
day. “This will be the debate 
._and ultimately there will be a 
decision at the negotiating 
table.” 

Mr. Netanyahu warned foe 
Palestinians against declaring 
statehixxl unilaterally. 

“I really hope and am con- 
vinced that foe Palestinian side 
understands foal a one-sided 
declaration of statehwMl is a 
violation of the agreement and 
is not something that will be 
beneficial to achieving peace." 
foe prime minister said. 

On Wednesday. Mr. 
Netanyahu was asked what he 
would do if the Palestinian 


leader took such a step and 
replied: “A great deal, a great 
deal, believe me. I have a con- 
tingency plan ready. 1 hope 1 
don't have to pull it nut of the 
drawer” 

Mr. Netanyahu would not 
say what the plan was. 

Israel army radio said the 
Israeli army would probably 
reoccupy most of the rural 
areas that make up ahivut -27 
per cent of foe West Bunk.ijn 
these areas. Palestinians have 
foil civil powers, but share 
responsibility for maintaining 
public order with the Israeli 
army. The Israeli troop pres- 
ence in the rural areas is mini- 
ma]. 

Mr. Aralai on Wednesday 
brushed aside Israeli objec- 
tions and said that a Palestinian 
state will be declared "at the 
right time, and after this infer- 
im period is over." 
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Arab cash aid 
tops $100 billion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Financial aid provided by 
Saudi Arabia and other 
Arab oil producers has 
exceeded S 1 00 billion but 
liic flow of assistance is 
still slowing down, an offi- 
cial report showed Thurs- 
day. 

The assistance, mostly to 
fellow Arab countries and 
other developing nations, 
(('lulled around SI 03 bil- 
lion between 1970 and 
1995. the Arab League 
said in its I99h annual eco- 
nomic and social report. 

Saudi Arabia emerged as 
the lop donor, accounting 
for t*4 per cent of ihe total 
Arab aid. About 16 per 
cent was provided by 
Kuwait. 1 1 per cent by the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAH), and the rest by 
Iraq. Libya and Algeria. 

In 1995. Arab aid stood 
at SI. 23 billion compared 
with nearly SI. 41 billion 
the previous year. Most of 
the funds were provided 
by Saudi Arabia. Kuwait 
and the UAH. which con- 
trol nearly 45 per cent of 
the world's oil. 

The 1995 aid was far 
lower Uian assistance pro- 
vided during the oil boom 
of lute 1970s and early 
I9.S0>. when it averaged 
more than $7 billion a 
year, according to the 
report, carried by the offi- 
cial UAE news agency 
WAM. 

“The Arab aid flow start- 
ed to decline in the second 
half of 1980s and contin- 
ued its decline later 
because of a sharp drop in 
crude oil prices and grow- 
ing political and economic 
needs by the donors." said 
the report. 

It is to be released soon 
in full bv the Abu Dhabi- 
based Arab Monetary' 
Fund (AMD. 

The report gave no 
breakdown but figures 
obtained from the AMF 
showed Arab financial 
assistance peaked at $64.5 
billion between 1975 and 
19^4. It plunged to around 
S29.5 billion between 
1985 and 1995. 

There were no figures for 
1996 but AMF sources 
>aid they expect the size of 
the aid in be equivalent to 
thfc 1995 level despite an 
increase of more than S3 a 
Kirrel in oil prices last 
war 


They cited growing 
development commit- 
ments in donor nations, 
especially in the Gulf, 
where most countries are 
carrying out reforms to 
tackle persistent budget 
deficits and repair eco- 
nomic damage caused by 
the oil price decline. 

The main beneficiaries 
of the Arab aid in the 
region were Egypt. Sudan, 
Yemen, Syria. Jordan and 
the Palestinians. 

“You do not expect our 
countries to keep the same 
size of aid that they were 
providing during the oil 
boom," a UAE official 
said. 

Despite the improvement 
in oil prices in the past two 
years, figures show that 
the GCC’s oil revenues 
remained less than half 
their level in 1980. when 
they stood at nearly $180 
billion. 

“Another factor is ihe 
growing development 
needs due to the large 
increase in the popula- 
tion." the official added. 

The decline in Gulf aid 
to poor Arab states has hurt 
their economies as they 
heavily depended on the 
cash assistance and remit- 
tances from their expatri- 
ates in the Gulf. 

But it was also a key fac- 
tor that has forced those, 
countries to embark on 
reforms to heal their eco- 
nomic woes. 

“The Arab aid is still 
considered high in 
international standards if 
they are compared to the 
gross domestic product," 
the Arab economic report 
said. Arab donors have 
continued providing aid 
although they are classi- | 
fied as developing nations 
and their main source of 
income, oil. is a depletable 
source. 

“Between 1990 and 
1994, they offered around 
four per cent of their total 
oil revenues in loans and 
other development aid.” 
the report added. 

The report showed finan- 
cial aid provided to Arab 
states by all sources 
totalled $55.4 billion 
between 1988 and 1994. 
The energy sector had the 
lion’s share of 28 per cent, 
followed by communica- 
tions, industry and farm- 
ing. 


Dollar breaks above 120 yen in Tokyo trade 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
dollar broke above 120 
ven in late afternoon trad- 
ing here Friday to reach a 
47-mouth high, driven in 
pan by an apparent lack of 
concern by Japan towards 
a weaker yen. dealers said. 

The dollar hit 120.04 
yen at 3.58 p.m. (0658 
GMT; and reached a high 
of 120.20 yen before 
falling back to trade at 
119.94-97 yen at 5 p.m. 
(0800 GMT), well clear of 
its intraday low of 1 18.32. 

Dealers said remarks by 
senior Japanese govern- 
ment officials the weaker 
yen would not have an 
adverse impact on the 
economy and was in fact 
lending assistance to the 
recovery drove the dollar 
upwards. 

A dealer at a major 
Japanese bank denied a 
report that the Bunk of 
Japan had stepped into the 
market after the dollar 
broke 120 yen to sell dol- 
lars for yen for the first 
time in four- and- a- half 
years. 

“I don’t think the Bank 
of Japan is in the market," 
he said of an unsourced 
report by Japan Broad- 
casting Corp. The centra] 
bank was in the market. 

But another dealer said: 
"The Bank of Japan could 
have intervened — there's 
no way to really tell — 
because 1 felt selling pres- 
sure on the dollar when it 
topped 120." 

The last time the dollar 
traded above the 120 yen 
level was Feb. IS, 1993. 
sliding towards a record 
low 79-75 on April 19. 
1995. 

Dealers said comments 


by Bank of Japan 
Research and Statistics 
Bureau Director General 
Masayuki Matsushima 
and Economic Planning 
Agency Vice Minister 
Shinpei Nukaya earlier 
appeared to support a 
strong dollar. 

Mr. Matsushima told 
reporters during a briefing 
on the central bank's quar- 
terly economic report that 
the yen's decline had 
helped the economy 
extend its modest growth 
and was expected to help 
sustain growth. 

“The yen's fall, so far. 
from the 80-yen level has 
been a plus for the Japan 
economy and it is expect- 
ed to continue to work as a 
positive factor for 
growth," Mr. Matsushima 
said. 

He said the yen's decline 
had helped to stem sus- 
tained falls in net exports 
and helped accelerate the 
pace of growth of domes- 
tic exports. 

Mr. Nukaya earlier told 
a regular news conference 
that domestic prices had 
yet to show upward pres- 
sure following the yen's 
slide against the dollar, 
echoing" comments of 
recent days there had been 
no adverse economic 
impact. 

Tatsuya Hyodo, assistant 
general manager at Sanwa 
Bank's treasury depart- 
ment said that fundamen- 
tal differences between 
the economies of the Unit- 
ed States and Japan were 
underpinning the dollar’s 
gains. 

" “Since the run of the 
year, expectations that a 
gap between U.S. and 


Japanese interest rates will 
widen has been growing," 
Mr. Hyodo said. 

“Speculators may be sat- 
isfied with the achieve- 
ment of the 1 20 level, but 
I think the dollar will 
remain strong for a 
while,” he said. 

The U.S. and Japanese 
economies are as different 
as heaven and hell. 

“Japanese investors are 
pinning no hope on 
stocks, and are fed up with 
bond buying. So. they’re 
investing in the United 
States and fund flows 
overseas are accelerat- 


ing," Mr. Hyodo said. 

A dealer from a Euro- 
pean bank who asked not 
to be named said: "The 
dollar's strength has been 
supported by fundamental 
differences between the 
U.S. and Japanese 
economies.’’ 

“Another factor is the 
big gap between American 
and Japanese interest 
rates," he said. “Japanese 
rates are staying at low 
levels because of gloomy 
prospects for the future. 
On the other hand. U.S. 
interest rates may rise, or 
at least will not fall." 


The dealer said that the 
120 yen level was “a 
major point of psycholog- 
ical resistance" and die 
dollar “may rise further 
toward 1 25 yen if it clear- 
ly climbs above 120.” 

The Bank of Japan’s 
Matsushima, declined to 
elaborate on the level at 
which the yen’s decline 
was positive for the econ- 
omy. but said: “One thing 
that is clear is that die pri- 
vate sector has not fac- 
tored in the yen’s level at 
119 yen in their business 
plans." 
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Yassen for fashion factory 
continues it’s expansion 


After many years of estab- 
lishing his factory for fash- 
ion in Zarka’s Free Zone, 
Mr. Mahmoud Yassen, the 
well-known " " ‘ ' Jordanian 
industrialist continues to 
expand his business inside 
and outside of Jordan. 

Recently, and after the 
successful opening of his 
showroom in Cleveland, 
Ohio, U.S.A. Me Yassen 
opened a showroom in 
Amman (Gardens St_, 
Hilwat Al-Mansour Bldg.). 

Yassen factory produces 
men's, women’s and chil- 
dren's clothes which are 


Mjjur Curreiu-ie* «S Cross Rales 
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famous of its quality, fit 
and efficiency. Men’s suits, 
in particular, are made of 
American wool and silk. 
They are styled after 
•European designs and 
manufactured under the 
supervision of highly expe- 
rienced tailors. 

“Our products can com- 
pete easily with any 
imported clothes," Mr. 
Yassen said. “It’s only that 
they are lower in prices, 
but also that they are, hon- 
estly speaking, better in 
quality.” he added. 
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ACROSS [2 3“ 

1 Jumble 

5 Strikebreakers 14 

10 Unadorned — 

14 OH-shore 17 

15 French mm g 

landscape H?j 
painter 

16 Nichols' hero 

17 Prenuptial party 25 26 27 

1 8 — acid 

19 Horse color 33 

20 Star of 49A 

23 Spike and Bruce 36 

24 Shoe width 4 <j 

25 Mushrooms 

28 Deadlock « 

33 Copycal II 

34 NY county iHSBHZ 

35 TV actor, P&»PO«H 

Gulager 49 50 51 

36 Resident of — 

Cabot Cove 56 

40 Cinnabar, e.g. gg 

41 Vanna of TV " 

42 Rim spool 63 

43 Unfaff treatments [_J 

45 T urns inside out by Bernice Gordon 

47 Swiss canton 

48 First man 

49 Long-running TV 11 Leigh Hunt 

series character 

56 Leaf-stem angld 12 Ananias 

57 Shearer, dancing 13 Gainsay 

actress 21 Conger 


56 





57 
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1 

58 

60 




■ 
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■ 

62 

63 





64~ 






65 


58 Blue color 

60 Easy gait 

61 Up and about 

62 Inter — 

63 Low card 

64 — out (barely 
beat) 

65 Gown material 


22 French 
lawmakers 

25 Army officer 

26 “Wozzeck,” e.g. 

27 Baste again 

28 ‘Examines 
carefully 

29 Enameled 
metalware 

30 Yellow pigment 

31 Armada 


DOWN 30 Yellow p 

1 Possesses 31 Armada 

2 The Charles’ dog 32 Rolls up 

3 Connery 34 Follow 

4 They seek 37 "If — King" (old 

bargains film) 

5 Climbs 38 Board V.I.P. 

6 States of 39 Old violins 
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unconsciousness 44 A Moore 


IS IMIjr 
l»K Mark 

r.B StoriVins 

CH Fun, 
JP Yen 
I'A DuJUr 
IT lira 
XL CuiMt-r 
FR Franc 


1.3482 1589.50 1.8285 
0.8276 975.15 1.1222 

2.1928 2586.12 2.9750 
0.9582 1128.91 130.11 
1.1301 13.32 153.27 

1194.00 1.3768 


7 Seed cover 

8 — fide 

9 Very long time 
ago 

JO Type of wire 


45 Name of many 
English kings 

46 Different 
spelling: abbr. 

46 High nest 


49 Lager ingredient 

50 Caesar’s wife 

51 Ready for the 
plucking 

52 Fair 


53 Successes 

54 Bones of the 
ankle 

55 Maleficent 

59 Talk persistently 


Peanuts 


0.0884 1 334.94 0.8479 


0.1118 25.5822 


Uri-ni 23.55 
W. Tf»« 23.95 
Burn 23.55 
Duh-ii 20.42 
l ! L Gas 207.00 



SRW5?S 

SA Rival 

0.2667 

AE Dirham 

0.2724 

KW Dinar 

3.3140 

CH Dinar 

0.3770 

CY Puund 

2.0357 


i\Ii(l-E;isl Currencies 


YE5,SlR..I THINK YOU 
SOLD ME A FORGERY.. 
THIS IS NOT JOE 
5UIAB0TNIK'5 SIGNATURE 
' ?A T " 


GET LOST?! YOU SELL 
ME A FAKE AUT06RAPH, 
AND THEN TELL ME 
TO GET LOST ?!! 


WHAT AM I GOING 
TO DO ABOUT IT? 


LET ME INTRODUCE 
YOU TO MY WORLD 
FAMOUS ATTACK DOG.. 


0.4345 0.1639710.37525 31.8177 


2.8037 242.787 
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Mrlal Prices 

G«ld 352.6 353.1 

Silicr nw's) 4.94 4.96 

Platinum (ui*0 357.65 358.65 

; AL {3 Month') 1637 1640 

Cl 1 13 M until*) 2243 2246 

Zinc (3 Month*! 1135 1136 

Lead (3 MnnihO 698 700 

j MOMnulhM 7270 7310 


New Turk 
Neii lurk 
LunJun 
Tokyo 
Pans 
Frankfurt 


Curnriiyy PcpiiMl Ralca (Bid) 


Andy Capp 
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5.56 

5.52 

5J» 

6.12 

6.25 

6.56 

6.56 

0.50 

0.29 

0.32 

0.31 

. 2.91 

3.03 

3.03 

2.91 

3.25 

3.25 

3.23 

3J3 

1.56 

1.56 

1.53 

1.02 

727 

7.08 

6.77 

6.S3 


DOW JONES 

6708.41 

-47.34 

Sd&P 500 

772.96 

4.6 

FT-SE UNI 

4218.8 

•52.7 

NIKKIE 225 

17689.36 

•220.1 

CAC 40 
DAX 

2430.34 

2998.24 

-30.91 

-35.22 



Ci'ITvc lw'|h\| 

144.33 

Sput 


US Dollar 


CiHrna (S-'lun) 

1273 

Spot 


GB Srrrlling 


Sujjar (S<iun) 

298.8 

Spill 


DE Mark 


U heal (Sfttin) 

132 

S|W4 


Cll Franc 
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22-7 

Spnl 


FR fnne 
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j 115 

Sjwl 


JP Yen 
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2.15 

Spu( 
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; 

Rice (S/rrni) 

470 

Spol 


IT Lira 


-0.7 6759.98 6670.47 6755.75 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR SATURDAY, 

JANUARY 25, 1997 

By Thomas 5. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Cut down on 
tensions at career activi- 
ties by getting your tasks 
done -efficiently and 
pleasing fellow associ- 
ates. Later this evening, 
finish some simplistic, 
and also quite pleasur- 
able task which won’t be 
too stressful. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Pursue your 
wishes this afternoon 
today, however, / find 
some amusements: with 
close friends ■ this 
evening. Watch your 
weight, since it couid 
really affect your health. 
Drive carefully while on 
the highway. 

GEMINI: (May -21 to 
June 21) You have sever- 
al options today for gain- 
ing a personal wish, so 
consider your choice 
carefully. Be more inde- 
pendent and try not to 
ask favours of your 
friends or there could be 
difficulty arising in the 
days ahead. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) | 
Avoid any “flighty’’ com- : 
pany this evening. Be 
with people who are I 
more practical minded I 
and know what they are 
doing. Plan today how to 
gain personal goals and 
thereby you can gain suc- 
cess in die days ahead. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get to the core of any 
career activities you have 
to -handle today which is 
important to your wel- 
fare. A smile will go 
along way if you deal 
with a superior. Relax 
and enjoy tonight, with 
your loved ones and pre- 
pare for the days ahead. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) New con- 
tacts should be greeted 
nicely today since .they 
can be of help to you in 
the days ahead. Listen 
carefully to their views 
and use any suggestions 
made. Try to cut down 
pre-judgements to a min- 
imum. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Give 
some thought to notices 
which need to be sent out 
today, and be sure they 
are accurate so that won't 
be any misunderstand- 
ings. Be careful of little 
annoyances latery this 
evening when dealing 
with your mate. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21.) Be sure 
you know what you will 
say today before having a 
discussion with someone 
whose ideas are radically 
different from your own. 
Take along a close friend 
for support and prevent 
any diffic ulties. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) If you're confused 
about • the direction to 
take today, consult an 
expert for advice. Settle 
matters with a fellow 
associate in a friendly 
way to prevent any diffi- 
culty. If you put your two 
beads together, you’ll 
win. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Don't let some unimpor- 
tant person or matter dis- 
tract you from seeking 
out an entertainment you 
enjoy. Be careful while 
driving on the highway 
today and later tonight 
and thereby avoid any 
accident 

AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February 19) If you 
handle your duties wisely 
today, your kin will be 
most pleased and feel 
more secure about you in 
the days ahead. This is a 
good day to entertain at 
home, so invite some 
guests and enjoy theiT 
company. 

PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) You can 
benefit greatly from a 
new acquaintance who is 
quite popular, so be 
friendly. Handle any rou- 
tines carefully later this 
evening, and avoid doing 
any damage while dri- 
ving on the highway. 

Birthstone of January* 

Garnet — Rose Quarte! 









Saturday, J anuar> . 



\4 that i he 

I W&h M » 

^ychiHojs- 

litht (he 
m funhtfi 
tf ii wkar 

r 

if Japan's 

ihimnl u> 

# level at 
s’* tteilme 
■ tht ft'ini- 
■One thing 
thr I'n 
» iMt tflv 
i\ k*vci ai 

if bUMiK*N\ 


« 


I ! 



#* 

?»* 

*trt«ntiy 


,D 

06 


fi? 

C 

si!; 


•* 


JS883* 

! “ *5?A f 

i 

ftJ s.‘ ! :.'i ,■ ( '-V 

; Al 

AKH-N: A1 
1 *rm w, ;.** :i . 
i .a .. l " ‘S * 

! lie*'. h> .. . Mr ‘Vr ,' r 

i.Umr 

:lW 

■ J 51 "* ‘ ,,! ‘‘i ih, *Mft 

•*hr.^k w S5.«5 

. llHl Mliu^.., VV "n;|i 

I tai ri s ;- 

:M.n >'Hi, 

• Mivlh-s ,i 4 ,,r ' Ue V 

I.'. 

; 7" 1 ' ■"‘"'■•■iivib, ,f - 

''" r I'.uVa 

c'enm... \\ !> 

:' P I^ miu, ‘J ‘-V 

■ real !\ .i!*.. , m- 
die hi;:lni.,\ 


! iMb 
; June ,'i v„ h ■ ‘I: 
i - lf i«ii. n t '* p 

; , "- i: * : P‘‘ !s,, n..i ij* 

J V-10U.IK Hr 
: PWHlrm .in j ln * 

■ ;„ ,, 
Ennuis-: 

j MillK-ulu ai lMn , 

; ii»i> s. .ilv.ul * 

iM(M>N rHlL 

1 » Jw * :: u. ju,v ' 
Awml <in> ■■tlishu'.; 
i N"> ih,. cini i 
,«ith |Vi-plr tth j: 

i nk 7 r . Pf*-!h-J nut 

; and Kiikh w| u ^ 

Join j: n.l!l tnjjj ^ 

, vMin )v!M>n,il : 
Ihoiehi >iui k .ingj B< 

• cess at UK ,L t js^ 

; l.KO: ..Kill ;; i„ Ait.. 

: -1 nici !•’ i!v ..«««■ 


■‘•CiJ; 

IT. f 


C.titiV! .!, 

\.hiL 

to Ji-n.! 1 .- 

\ whid 

impon..:! 

!■' i.'ur L:S 

t.ii J \ 

■■v.i!: will : t‘ 

•tiv'is-.: w 

A i|ig i 

w.Th .. 

S' 

.illiJ or. 

' ■.•WiSEic 

\ i'll! !*■': 

2&is 

Palf !■'; 

-.v 

V IKlil): 

A..:,*; 

Sepuws 

" L’ \ Ai£ 

t.u ! ’ 

\ jrst 

i« 

i‘. i'i *i!Lf 12 

Cjv Jv •• 

VJU 

ihc 

■ Lii: 

i.ili *"i v 


.11)1 i 

•“A '.iCyl’Tu" 

nw.t.’ 1 

\ ; .a &'• 

yw it:d-. 
HOilSV 


l.IHK \: 

• s.-i’ii-mw . 

{.* I's..- 

:: u 

m :*:■ 

:■ -r 

w!»i, r.‘ 

• J :.-!v vni. 


In' 'U7*' Z. 

.!!'• .l*v • 

... '■ 

!v .im 

..imirN- 

UK *• l' 1 -" 

-Uli >'i ■ 


Wi'.h 51 

M OK I'll* 
; |,.V ir-rift 

\k‘i: t.-: 


!.,kr ' 

J-'- 1 


>lVkk' 

'• i Bi- 




\\ v\ 




r. .i J- * 

ai. iu‘- 

* ,ii. - ruJ'- 

V. :.•<!- 

: .::.a r-" 


.Si:: — "■*"* . . 

.Ill w > 

All 

1 !' 


su.in vKU S. ' 


rf.d'S • 

.... S' 


;• i j'-. - :: 


U.ll !l ' 


•/. J ' 
. ... -r 


W ‘ '■ .' ■■:!.* I 

| ,r ^ 

i'- ‘ ‘ v.-S- 


. ■ ..i!.’ 1 1 


. I 


K'l 1 ." 

jl .i ! ■■" 

% ■! ■■■ . 

\K1* ,j.|! fc 

■ ■ ..'..Hi'' 

*' ■ ... « ■ 
!k ‘‘ ■ !.’■ 

a:*’'- : 

■■■ 1 ’ i , l! s 

J S 

J'I'st i- s 

V—‘ ■ ■' '-’V 

.... •.l-- 1 ' ..if- 

jv::. ■■ ■ : 

s ' ‘ * 

I;1 i-: 

V " h ", 

l *:v** J 


Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Saturday/ Jamiar 25 , 1997 


■fc-ji 



Turnover, prices edge up at AFM 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prices and 
turnover edged up this 
week at the stock market 
in traditionally low activi- 
ties during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan, with 
business mostly focusing 
oo blue chips, brokers said 
Friday. 

"There is not much hap- 
pening in die market these 
days because many 
investors are staying away 
because it is the month of 
Ramadan." said a broker 
at the Amman Financial 


Market (AFM). 

The weekly report of the 
AFM said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday 
was 4.1 million dinars, 
compared with the previ- 
ous week's 23 million 
dinars. 

The report said 32 mil- 
lion stocks changed hands 
during the week under 
2,898 deals. 

Daily average trading 
for the week was 820,000 
dinars compared with the 
previous week’s 460,000 
dinars 

-The official AFM share 
price index based on 60 


Daily 


Beat 


^ ■review of news from //ie Cfcra&jc press 


Jordan National Bank, Business 
Bank to merge today 

** TWO JORDANIAN banks, the Jordan National 
Bank and the Business Bank, will formally approve 
today the first merger in the country’s banking his- 
tory, bankers said Thursday. 

The merger, with the new bank retaining the exist- 
ing name of the Jordan National. Bank, will create 
Jordan’s second largest bank in terms of capitalisa- 
tion. 

Its JD42 million ($59.3 million) capital is second 
to leading Arab Bank's JD44 million capital. 

An extraordinary general assembly meeting of the 
two banks’ shareholders is exDected 



assets, shareholders’ rights and stock evaluations. 

“Effective Sunday 26, Business Bank' will have 
ended as an independent bank and will be merged in 
Jordan National Bank," Abdul Rahman Toukan, 
general manager of the Jordan National Bank, told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Toukan said that the merger will give the new 
entity more elbow room to expand in investment 
and commercial banking. 

“Of course the larger capital will allow us to enter 
into more investment banking and comprehensive 
banking,’’ he added. 

The Jordan National Bank, which has four 
Lebanon branches, one in Cyprus and five branches 
in Palestinian self-rule areas,4 also saw tip merger 
allowing for expansion abroad, Mr; Toukan said. - 
• The two banks’ boards : agr^* | q’ a. merger. Jast 
June and their shareholder^ Tiave' since given 
approval to proceed. Cross ownership of above 20 
per cent between their shareholders has aided the 
voluntary merger. 

The committee’s report put the total asssets of the 
merged bank at JDo30 million, which will put it 
fourth in rank among Jordan’s 21 private banks after 
Arab Bank, Housing Bank and Islamic Bank. 

Non-combined assets of Jordan National Bank 
stand at JD461.9 million and Business Bank’s at 
JD167.1 million, according to a copy of the report 
obtained by Reuters. 

The new bank’s shareholders’ rights will stand at 
JD67.8 million with total deposits of JD448.4 mil- 
lion and JD3 1 9.5 million of loans. 

Under the asset evaluation, existing Jordan 
National Bank shareholders will own neany 85 per 
cent of the new merged bank’s capital of JD36 mil- 
lion. They will get an extra one and a quarter shares 
for every existing share they hold. 

Business Bank shareholders will get one new 
share for every share in their dissolved bank, only 
15 per cent of the combined capital which reflects 
dominance of their larger partner. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“That’s what 1 appreciate about you, 
Stanley — you’re such a good listener!" 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 ■ by Hanri Arnold and Mm A^Won 


You will be rich and 
famous. Sf00. ptease 

/ 


WIN MM DM M »c 


FATOO 
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GAZING INTO A 
CRYSTAL* BAU- 

MAPE HER this.. 


Yuterda/B 


Now arrange the wdadtetBfS to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Print answmr here : A fTT I I X XJ 

{Answers tomorrow) 

I Jumbles: ABIDE ODDLY JANGLE SQUIRM 
1 Answer Whet Mom did when ha played with 
matches - smoldered 


major companies closed 
for the week at 154 points, 
up 0.79 points or 0.5 per 
cent from the week’s 
opening of 153.21 points. 

Sectoral indices showed 
industrials gaining by 22 
per cent and insurance 
companies by 0.1 percent 
while commercial banks 
and financial institutions 
dipped by 0.1 per cent and 
service sector firms shed 
0.6 per cent. 

Industrials accounted for 
2.72 million dinars of the 
weekly turnover, followed 
by service sector compa- 
nies with 750.000 dinars, 
commercial banks ai)d 
financial institutions with 

660.000 dinars and insur- 
ance companies with 

3.000 dinars. 

Stocks of 82 companies 
were traded during the 
week, with 40 of'* them 
dosing with gains, 29 
slipping and 13 
unchanged. 

Pearl Consulting, a pri- 
vate sector firm which 
maintains its own market 
indicators, said its general 
share price index closed 
after slipping 0.21 per 
cent during the week. 

Sector indices main- 
tained by Pearl showed 
that commercial banks 
and financial institutions 
dipped by 1.37 per cent 
and service sector shares 
by 0.21 per cent while 
industrials gained 0.73 per 
cent and insurance stock 
by 0.15 percent. 

- Further split-ups by 
Pearl showed commercial 
banks losing 1.28 per 
cent, investment hquses 
by 1 26 per cent and 
Islamic banks by 0. 1 S per 
cent while specialised 
credit institutions gained 
0.86 per cent. 

.In the services sector, 
tourism establishments 
and hotels gained 0.79 per 
coit. transport companies 
3.02 per cent, real estate 
fcis'K45-per cent and 
entities in the education 
and related sectors 1.75 
percent. Losing in the ser- 
vices sector were eneigy 
companies, which dipped 
by 0.33 per cent, and press 
and publications compa- 
nies, which shed 0.53 per 
cent. 

Among indiEstrials. 
Pearl indices showed min- 
ing companies gaining 
2.07 per cent, construction 
firms 3.28 per cent, pack- 
ing companies 0.44 per 
cent, pharmaceuticals 
0.61 per cent, textiles 0. 1 1 
per cent and companies in 
the supply and consump- 
tion business 0.02 per 
cent 

Losing during the week 
in the industrial sector 
were chemical and petro- 
leum companies with.0.74 
per cent and engineering 
firms with a loss of 0.78 
per cent. 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
ShmeisanL second floor, 
220 sq.m/ 

- 3 bedrooms In AI Ftabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m, 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 
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1 Hour Service l 
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- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

SAUNA, JACUZZIS 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 
-TENNIS 1 * SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 








DELUXE VILLAS AND 
A PARTTv! ENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 
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Graf on her way to Tokyo as father 
convicted of tax evasion 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) — Steffi Graf was 
on a flight to Tokyo” late Friday as news reached 
here of her father's imprisonment in Germany 
on- tax evasion charges. 

The World No. 1 '"women’s player had been 
recovering here from injury and illness after her 
shock defeat in the fourth round of the 
Australian tennis Open here last Sunday. 

A Women’s Tennis Association fWTA) 
spokesperson said Steffi had left on an evening 
flight for Tokyo where she will be competing in 
next week's Toray Pan Pacific Open. 

She was expected to arrive in Tokyo early 
Saturday. 

Peter "Graf. 58. was sentenced to three years 
nine months* imprisonment in a Mannheim 
court in Germany on tax evasion charges. 

It was not immediately clear how long he 
would have to spend in prison as he has already 


spent 15 months in investigative custody while 
the probe into the family rax affairs was taking 
place. 

Prosecutors had demanded a jail term of six 
years and nine months for Graf. 

They accused him and a family tax adviser of 
evading 19.2 million marks ($11.7 million at 
current exchange rates) in tax on Steffi’s 
income between 1989 and 1993. 

Had Steffi Graf still been in the Australian 
Open she would have played in the singles final 
Saturday. 

Steffi was advised to rest at her Melbourne 
apartment to recuperate from an infected toe 
and a heat-related illness. 

The World No.T was dumped from the 
Australian Open by the 12th seeded south 
African Amanda Coetzer in oppressive heat in 
her earliest exit here since her early years on the 


tour in 1 983-84. 

“I’ve been staying in, pretty much letting 
myself recover,” 27-year-old Graf said in a 
statement released by the WTA. 

“The doctor’s orders were to rest and that’s 
what I’ve been doing. 

“I’m not the type that likes to be inactive, but 
in this case it was necessary." 

Graf said she had been taking antibiotics for 
the infected toe. 

“I have had a fever that we thought was due to 
the toe, but they think now that it may not have 
been related. I just may have picked up a virus 
somewhere.” 

Grafs defeat to the tenacious Coetzer ended 
an unbeaten run of 45 Grand Slam matches in 
which she had won sifc Grand Slams. 


Zurbriggen 
and Kostner in 
dead heat 


CORTINA D’AMPEZZO (R) — Switzerland's 
Heidi Zurbriggen won her second women's World 
Cup Alpine skiing downhill of the season on Friday 
but she had to share die victory with Italy’s Isolde 
Kostner. • 

The two women clocked identical times of one 
minute 30.81 seconds down the 2,490-metre 
Olimpia Delle Tofane Piste. 

Germany's Katja Seizinger, winner of the first 
downhill of the season in Lake Louise, was third in 
one of the closest "finishes ever, two hundredths of 
a second behind. 

It was only the sixth time in World Cup history 
that a race had been tied and, curiously, the last 
such occurrence was on the same Cortina Piste in a 
.women's Super-G in 1994. 

Kostner, who won one of two downhills here last 
year, started immediately after Zurbriggen and was 

? .36 seconds ahead at the first intermediate timing 
ut then faded. 

i She was 0.08 ahead at the second intermediate. 

1 Zurbriggen, sister of former world and Olympic 
champion Pirmin, had won. only once before at ; 
Lillehammer last year — 
going into this season but this was her second 
consecutive win in a month. 

The veteran Swiss, who will be 30 in march, won 
the last, fog-hit downhill in bad Kleinkirchheim. 
Austria. 

Friday's race was briefly halted after American 
Megan Gerety. the 16th starter, crashed heavily 
coming off a jump at high speed and careered into 
the safety netting. 

Gerety got to her feet after the accident and 
appeared to have escaped serious injury. 



Russia’s Warwara Zelenskaja is airborne as she passes a gate on her way to set the 
fastest time in the official practice for the women’s World Cup Downhill. Zelenskaja 
clocked 1:31.24 ahead of Swiss Heidi Zurbriggen who clocked 1:31.29 (Reuters 
photo) 


JORDAN TIMES TEL: 699634 - 684311 



The United Nations invites all interested parties to express their interest in 
bidding for the participation in the disposition of surplus or unserviceable 
, supplies, equipment, or other property of the United Nations Mission in former 
Yugoslavia, on "AS IS AND WHERE IS" basis. 

In considering the disposition of its assets the -UN may, at its own discretion, 
choose sales arrangements through either an agent/broker who will act on behalf 
of the Organization, or to arrange for a direct sale. 

Once the UN has made a final determination on the deposition of its assets in 

- Croatia and possibly in the UN Logistics Base at Brindisi, Italy, only companies 
registered as a result of this Request for Expression of interest will be considered. 
Interested parties are requested to clearly express the area of their interest, i.e. 
direct sale or brokerage. In the case of brokers, they are requested to forward 

- details of the services being offered along with the methodology they propose to 
adopt. All companies are also requested to forward their profile summary along 
with the latest anna I .financial statement. Deadline for submissions is set for 

7 February 1997, 16:00 New York Tune. No submissions after the above 
deadline will be considered or accepted. 

Please note that expression of your interest does not involve any commitment on 
the part of the UN. This Requested does not constitute a contractual offer of any land. 
Please fax or mail us your statement of interest with the exact address, phone and 
fax number at 

UNITED NATIONS 

PROCUREMENT & TRANSPORTATION DIVISION 

866 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA 

6TH FLOOR, ROOM A-60S6 

48TH STREET AND FIRST AVENUE 

NEW YORK, NY 10017 

FAX NOS: (212>963-9866/6315 

ATTN: MR. ALEXANDER YAKOVLEV 


WANTED 

An International Company is seeking to appoint 
an Electrical Engineer with an extensive 
professional experience, preferably in 
installations, of not less than five years. English 
command is a' must. 

Qualified candidates are invited to send their 
CVs detailing experience, certificates, along with 
references and contact address to: 

P.O. Box 962031, 
Amman-11196, Jordan. 


WANTED 

A YOUNG UNIVERSITY GRADUATE 

A foreign international company is looking to employ a 
| young university graduate, age around 23 years, fluent in 
as many languages as possible, however, fluency in 
Arabic and English is a must. The successful candidate 
shall be trained by the company to become an 
international trader. Location shall be probably in Amman, 
but training shall take place abroad. 

Applicants shall send a curriculum vitae with a phone 
number to the following address: 

P.O.Box 815409, jtmman 11180 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 
ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
WATER AUTHORITY OF 
JORDAN 

IFB No.: 26/96/KfW/AGWA/GA 

Further to the announcement dated 
31/12/1996, the new date for bid opening 
and purchasing is now not later than 12:00 
hours, Jordan local time, on Saturday, 
1/2/1997 instead of Wednesday 
22/1/1997. 



Vancouver Grizzlies forward Roy Rogers fiL) tips the ball away from Denver Nuggets 
Antomol McDyess during the first quarter in Denver. Rogers stopped the pass, but hit 
the ball out of bounds (Reuters photo) 

Hardaway sends Stoudamire 
a lesson as Heat beat Raptors 


TORONTO (R) — Tim 
Hardaway scored 26 points 
and sent a message to 
Toronto’s second-year 
guard Damon Stoudamire 
as the Miami Heat beat the 
Raptors 99-87 Thursday. 

Sasha Danilovic added 16 
and he and Hardaway com- 
bined for 1 1 points during a 
key run spanning the third 
and fourth quarters as the 
Heat continued their strong 
play on the road, winning 
for the fifth time in their last 
six games and pushing their 
record away from home to 
20-5, best in the NBA. 

Walt Williams had 23 
points for Toronto and has 
36 in his last two games. 
Stoudamire added 22 and 
1 1 assists, but was bothered 
by Hardaway's defence, hit- 
ting just 7-of-20 shots. 

For Hardaway, the game 
meant a little, more than 
usual after Stoudamire criti- 
cised his- ability in- a pub- 
lished report. 

“I wanted to make a state- 
ment," Hardaway said. “I 
went at Damon a little bit 
harder. In the first half I 
pressed a little too hard but 
in the second half 1 just took 
it to him.” 

“We made a couple of 
mistakes and they made us 
pay," Stoudamire said. 
“They are a good bailclub 
and every time we had a let- 
down they capitalised. Tim 
played well, but I wasn’t 
guarding him. When I was 
on him. 1 thought I played 
him well." 

The game was the 17th 
straight in which the Heat 
have held an opponent 


under 100 points and the 
23rd time in 41 games that 
Miami has held a foe under 
90. 

At Cleveland. Michael 
Jordan scored 13 of his 32 
points in the fourth quarter 
and keyed a 19-4 run that 
blew the game open as the 
Chicago Bulls defeated the 
Cavaliers 87-71. 

“It was a hard-fought 
win." Jordan said. “We 
were able to hold them off 
in the second half and 1 was 
able to get some easy bas- 
kets in the fourth quarter." 

Jordan made 10-of-24 
shots and was 11 -of- 1 2 
from the foul line following 
his 51 -point effort Tuesday 
against New York. 

Terrell Brandon scored all 
of his 21 points in the first 
three quarters and Chris 
Mills added 20 for the 
Cavaliers. who have 
dropped -eight of their last 
nine. 

In Anaheim. Darrick 
Martin scored 31 points, 
including three free throws 
with 16.2 seconds left that 
put Los Angeles ahead to 
stay, and the Clippers held 
on for their first win over 
the Seattle Supersonics in 
nearly three years, 102-100. 

Malik Sealy added 21 
points for Los Angeles, 
which broke a 14-game los- 
ing streak against the 
Supersonics, beating them 
for the first time since 
January 25, 1994. 

The loss also ended 
Seattle's overall nine-game 
winning streak. Shawn 
Kemp had 26 points and 1 1 
rebounds and Gary Payton 



NBA 

RESULTS 


Miami 

99 

Toronto 

87 

Chicago 

87 

Cleveland 

71 

New York 

92 

Indiana 

90 

Orlando 

96 

Milwaukee 

92 

Houston 

111. 

New Jersey 

104 

Minnesota 

95 

Vancouver 

76 

Detroit 

94 

Golden State 

79 ‘ 

LA Clippers 

102 

Seattle 

100 



Under the Patronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Ranla Al-Abdnllah 

Jordan River Designs 
A 

The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 


- cordially invite you to the 
PAMADAWtAr 
exhibition 


Of unique products from Wadi Dana Nature Reserve:* 
saver nature jewelry, chenncal-fiee jams, dried frail, 
herbs, earthen pots 

And JRD ha ndma d e ornaments for Ramadan: 
tablecloths, candles, calendars, baskets of foodstuff 
embroidered accessories 

At 9am - 8pm on Sun. 19 Jan. - Mon. 10 Feb. 97 
At JRD showroom. Jabal Amman. 1st Circle. Raintow St. 
QflPusite Firas Printing Press. For details cal) gj 3 Qg j 



added 22 points before 
being ejected in the finar 
seconds for the Sonics. who 
lost for just the third time in 
17 games. 

The Clippers scored the 
game's final six points. 

*’ In Houston, Sam Mack, 
starting for the ailing Mario 
Elie, scored a season-high 
20 points as the Rockets 
raced to a 16-point halftime 
lead and held off the New 
Jersey Nets 1 1 1- 106. 

Hakeem Olajuwon and 
Clyde Drexler added 20 
points apiece for Houston, 
which won for the fifth time 
in six games. The Rockets 
posted "their eighth straight 
win over the Nets. 

Olajuwon, who also had 
10 rebounds, fell two assists 
shy of a triple-double as he 
and Drexler each had eight 
assists. 

Kevin Willis added 16 
points and 15 rebounds for. 
the Rockets,, who . , were, 
without Elie and forward 
Charles Barkley. Elie had 
the flu, while Barkley 
missed his fourth straight 
game with a sprained right 
ankle. 

At Indiana. Patrick Ewing 
scored 23 points, including 
the go-ahead basket with 17 
seconds remaining, as the 
New York Knicks'averted a 
Reggie Miller-led come- 
back and defeated the 
Pacers 92-90. ^ 

Chris Childs had 16 
points and eight assists for 
the Knicks. who have won 
17 of the last 21 regular- 
season meetings with 
Indiana. 

Travis best finished with 
22 points and Miller scored 
10 of his 21 in the fourth 
quarter for the pacers. 

In Orlando, Derek Strong 
scored jight of his 14 points 
in the final four minutes and 
grabbed 1 1 rebounds as the 
Magic beat the Milwaukee 
Bucks 96-92. 

Penny Hardaway and 
Rony Seikaly had 23 apiece 
for Orlando, which won for 
the sixth time in seven 
games. The Magic, who lost 
the first two games with the 
Bucks this season, beat 
them for the 10th time in the 
last 1 3 meetings. 

Tom Gugliona scored -a 
season- high 33 points as the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
won for the first time in 
Vancouver, defeating the 
Grizzlies 95-76. 

Gugliotta. who scored 18 
points on 9-ot- 1 1 shooting 
in the first quarter, also 
grabbed 15 rebounds. 

At Golden State, Terry 
Mills had 22 points and 
Lindsey Hunter added 19 as 
the Detroit Pistons snapped 
a modest two-game slide by 
routing the Warriors 94-79. 

Latrell Spreweil led 
Golden State with IS points 
and Donyell Marshall and 
Joe Smith added 17 apiece. 


T CINEMA TEL:634144 \ " CINEMA TEL634144 CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA "1" I PHILADELPHIA “2” 


Steve Martin in 

SGT. BILKO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


A 


A Rob Cohen fitm 
Syivester Stallone ... in 

Daylight 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL:699238 CINEMA 


PLHZR 


A 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz... in 

The Gentleman 

(Arabic) 






i 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


TtL:677420 \ X — I 

CONCORD * Nabil & Hisham’ 


A\ 


CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Schwarzenegger in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12 :15. 2:15. 6:30, 8 : 30 . 10:30 

* tanfcfn* i j i I,. 

CONCORD “2” 

Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen 1 ' 


^The satirical play starring Mousa Hljazin ] 


s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


Ramadan specials 
by Nabil & Hisham 

starting Jan. 22 
Wed., Thurs., & Fri. 

For reservations please call 
640155, 625155 
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Stoudamire 
beat Raptors 


Pictured are the Sydney 2000 Olympic’s official mascots which were launched in 
Sydney, January -4- The mascots are modelled on three native Australian animals. 
F ™.”? R “ OU y7’ the kookaburra, “Syd” the platypus and ‘^Mfllie” the 

echidna. The mascots will be used as the centrepiece of Olympic promotions in the 
run-up to the 2000 Games (Reuters photo) 
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Pierce’s power threatens Hingis 
in women’s final today 
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MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Mary Pierce will be a major 
threat to Martina Hingis in 
the Australian Open 
women’s final with her 
powerful ground shots and 
new mobility. Amanda 
Coetzer said here Thursday. 

Pierce blitzed the South 
African 7-5, 6-1 in the 
semifinal to earn a place in 
the final against the Swiss 
teenager. 

Coetzer is Pierce's dou- 
bles partner and knows her 
well. 

The French star is back to 
the form she had in 1994-95 
when she was a defeated 
finalist at Roland Garros 
and won the Australian title. 

‘‘She played extremely 
well” in the semifinal, 
Coetzer said. 

Pierce “is playing aggres- 
sive, she is taking the ball 
early, she’s playing deep 
and long. She is more con- 
centrated," said her fourth 
round victim, fifth seeded 
German Anke Huber. 

Formerly the i.SOm (5ft 


10 in) French base liner was 
seen as a big-hitter but slow 
about the court. 

Pierce says she has 
worked to improve her foot- 
work. 

“She moved pretty well 
today... and she picked quite 
a few balls.” said Coetzer, 
who saw Pierce dash to the 
net to recover at least two 
difficult drop shots. 

Hingis is ranked fourth in 
the world while Pierce has 
slumped from a high of 
three down to the current 
22 . 

But the unseeded French- 
Auierican goes into the final 
with a 3-0 record over the 
16-year-old Swiss. 

And that means the 22- 
year-old Pierce will go con- 
fidently into the centre court 
decider, says Mary Joe 
Fernandez. 

Hingis dismissed the vet- 
eran American 6-J. 6-3. in 
the second semi-final. 

Pierce is the “type of play- 
er that really thrives on con- 
fidence. 


Once she gets confident 
she’s very hard to stop,” 
Coetzer warned. 

Fernandez thinks that 
Pierce hits “hard enough 
where she can hurt” Hingis. 

The American provided 
scam opposition to the styl- 
ish Swiss who, she said 
anticipates and moves very 
well. 

Hingis has become more 
focused and consistent in 
the past year, she said. 

; Coetzer said Hingis — 
iwho she played in the 
Hopman Cup three weeks 
(ago — is playing “extreme- 
ly well.” 

“She’s taking the ball 
early and she’s coming into 
,the net a lot and she will 
definitely rush Mary a lot 
more than I did,” she said. 

, Pierce said she knew that 
Hingis liked pace and “han- 
dlesipace very well.” . 

“She -doesn’t seem .to like 
shrill get. to the ball, but she 
is always there so not to 
underestimate her,” she 
said. 
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Statistics for women finalists 
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Age 


Martina Hingis 
16 

i 

Mary Pierce 
■ 22 
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Nationality 


Swiss 

' French 



Plays 


Righthanded 

Rigbtbanded 
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World Ranking 


4 

• 22 
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Highest Career Ranking 


4 

i 3 

Mil' ■ » 
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Head-To-Head 


0 

- 3 
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Hard Court Head To Head 

0 

i 1 
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Grand Slam Final WZL 


first final 

' 1-1 
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Grand Slam W/L 


25-8 
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Career Earnings 


$1.6 Million 

• $2.34 Million 
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Coach 


Melanie Molitor 

Sven Groeneveld 
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Hingis wins doubles on way 
to singles final 
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MELBOURNE (R) — 

Swiss teenager Martina 
Hingis won her second 
Grand Slam doubles title at 
the Australian open Friday 
in a playful demolition she 
hopes to repeat in the sin- 
gle's final against Mary 
Pierce on Saturday. 

Sixteen-year-old Hingis, 
who will become the 
yoimgest Grand Slam sin- 
gle’s winner in modern ten- 
nis if she beats Pierce, 
beamed a playful smile 
throughout the match as she 
and Natasha Zvereva, from 
Belarus, buried the tourna- 
ment’s third seeds. 

American pair Lindsay 
Davenport and Lisa 

Raymond could not see the 
humour. unsuccessfully 
attempting to steer the ball 
away from Hingis on the 
way to a 6-2 6-2 defeat. 

Hingis became the 

youngest ever Wimbledon 
champion last year when 


she and Helena Sukova won 
the doubles final. Hingis 
was aged just 15 years and 
2S2 days. 

“1 love to be here in front 
of all this crowd and it’s just 
great to play here in 
Australia.' Hopefully I have 
a good day tomorrow.” 
Hingis shares $180,000 in 
prize money for Friday’s 
victory, but will collect a 
much fatter cheque if she 
beats unseeded Pierce, who 
was champion here in 1995. 

■ Australia's most success- 
ful doubles partnership. 
Mark Woodforde and Todcr 
Woodbridge. earned a 
chance to grab their eighth 
Grand Slam doubles title on 
Friday when they won their 
semifinal. 

The top-seeded “woodies" 
beat American pair Rick 
Leach and Jonathan Stark in 
four sets 6-3 7-6 5-7 6- 1 . 

The Woodies are on a roll 
after a sensational year in 


1996, when they won the 
Olympics and lifted their 
fourth straight Wimbledon 
doubles title, the first pair to 
do so this century. 

They now meet seventh 
seeded Sebastien Lareau of 
Canada and Alex O'Brien 
of the United States in the 
final on Saturday. 
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Australian Open - 

Sampras storms past Muster into final 


MELBOURNE (R) — 

World No. 1 Pete Sampras 
stormed into his 1 1th Grand 
Slam final on Friday with a 
straight-sets demolition of 
Austrian baseliner Thomas 
Muster at the Australian 
Open. 

The 25-year-old American 
played at his powerful best, 
serving strongly and return- 
ing almost everything fifth- 
seeded Muster could blast at 
him lo win 6-1 7-6 6-3 in 
under two hours. 

“He doesn’t give you 
many chances and if you 
don’t take those you're 
going to lose,” said Muster, 
who bowed in tribute to 
Sampras before the crowd 
followed with a standing 
ovation. 

It was one of the best per 


formances of Sampras’s 
nine-year career, and one 
bound to strike fear into the 
he an of unseeded Spaniard 
Carlos Moya, who will meet 
Sampras in Sunday’s final. 

Moya, who beat World 
No. 2 Michael Chang in the 
first men’s semifinal on 
Thursday, had promised to 
watch the match from the 
air-conditioned comfort of 
his hotel bedroom. 

Sampras won the 
Australian Open in 1994 
and was runner-up to Andre 
Agassi the following year. 
He has won eight Grand 
Slam titles — only the 
French Open has eluded 
him. 

Muster, the game’s 
supreme baseliner, has won 
40 of his 42 career titles on 


clay and had been hungry to 
show his detracrors that he 
could play with the best on a 
hardcourt surface. 

But Sampras closed him 
out of the match, serving 1 6 
aces and changing pace'and 
length lo break Muster's 
rhythm. Muster said he had 
tried hard to crack 
Sampras’s backhand, only 
to find the top seed really 
had no weak points. 

After a lightning first set 
lasting only 29 minutes, 
Muster fought his way back 
into the match in the second 
set. j 

Chasing every ball and 
hitting with heavy topspin, 
he broke Sampras’s serve in 
the sixth game and built up 
a 5-2 lead. Sampras broke 
him in the following game 


one or me oest per- w or ms career titles on him in the followinj 

Chang to persevere after 
coming up short again 

URNE (AFP) Sunday’s final will he Medvedev and 


and went on to take a tie- 
break decider 7-3. 

The final set belonged to 
Sampras from sum to finish, 
but the super-fit Muster 
never threw in the towel. At 
0-3, Muster hit what looked 
like a winning ball sharply 
across the court only to see 
Sampras backhand it around 
the net post. 

■*Play left-handed Pete." 
one fan shouted as Sampras 
charged past his opponent. 

Sampras missed one 
match point on Muster’s 
serve at 5-2 but served out 
the match to love. 

After ousting World No. 4 
Goran Ivanisevic in the 
quarter-finals on Tuesday. 
Muster revealed he was 
using a computer to analyse 
his opponents' game. 


But silicon-chip technolo- 
gy 'was of little use against 
Sampras at the top of his 
form. “The computer 
good and it told me exactly- 
the right things." said : 
Muster. "But you have tiv 
make the shots.” 

Moya's best chance 
Sunday's final is iKjtft 

Sampras will be feeling t£e 
effects of having played tft;o 
five-setters en route to the 
final. . _.;i 

Sampras himself was kc}}U 
not to underestimate his- 
young opponent: “To twfat 
Michael iChangl in straight - 
set* is not easy to do ... H4N 
pretty confident, he’s gbi 
nothing to lose, it's going to 
be a good fight on Sunday 1 ! 


MELBOURNE (AFP) 
— Michael Chang was 
preparing to pick him- 
self up and try again 
after failing in his quest 
for another Grand Slam 
tennis title here 
Thursday. 

The second seeded 
American, a joint 
favourite with Pete 
Sampras to win this 
year’s Australian title, 
was hammered in 
strai^h^. sets by super 
Spaniard Carlos Moya 
in a semifinal. 

For Chang it was the 
latest in a catalogue of 
missed opportunities for 
a Grand Slam title fol- 
lowup to his 1989 
French Open triumph as 
a 17-year-old. 

It was a heavy defeat 
for Chang. Unseeded 
Moya swept to a 7-5, 6- 
2, 6-4 victory in two 
hours and six minutes. 

His opponent in 


Sunday's final will be 
World No.l Pete 
Sampras who beat 
Austrian fifth seed 
Thomas Muster in the 
other semifinal (see sep- 
arate story). 

Chang faced up to his 
questioners at his post- 
match press conference 
and said it would not 
deter him from regroup- 
ing and trying again, 
with the French Open in 
Paris in May his next 
objective. 

’Today is a disap- 
pointing day, but part of 
being a champion is 
being able to take the 
tough losses and being 
able to rebound from 
them,” he said. 

‘Everybody can take 
the winning; ifs" the 
times when you need to 
come back from match- 
es like this.” 

Chang said the leadup 
matches against Andrei 


Medvedev and Marcelo 
Rios had taken some- 
thing out of him. 

T was a little bit 
fatigued. The match 
with Andrei was 
extremely hot that day 
and the match 1 played 
against Marcelo, 

although the tempera- 
ture dropped, it was 
extremely humid. 

“But for the most pan 
physical conditioning is 
not a very good excuse 
when you’re playing 
here in Australia 
because you know that’s 
part of tennis.” 

Chang said it normally 
took him a day to get 
over his disappointment 
of a defeat at a Grand 
Slam. 



Michael Chang of the U.S. sits in dejection after being 
defeated by Spain’s Carlos Moya in their semi-final 
match at the Australian Open January 23. Moya woq 
in straight sets 7-5 6-2 6-4 (Reuters photo) 
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^ The Ahliyyah School for Girls is currently considering ^ 
Qu applications for teaching positions for the scholastic year 
^21 1997/1998 for all - 


Terms 

1. Applicant 
higher . 

£f(: 

fer literacy . 


Apjjpcations should be submittM to the school’s 
administrative office during schobPs office hours 
(8:00-14:00) daily -except Friday and Sunday . 

For further information please call 624872 . 










Crystal Touch From Italy 

Office & House Furniture. ■ Available Duty Free. 
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GEORGE A. ABUZEID & CO. 

Wadi Saqra st. next to Jordan Bank Tel. 646325 .Fax. 755204 
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NEW ARRIVALS 


RENO & DONNA SHOP - AMMAN 
ANNOUNCES THE NEW ARRIVAL OF 
THE WIDE SELECTION OF ITS 
(FAMOUS QUALITY JEANS & CASUALS. 


BAHJAT GARDENS • GARDENS ST. TEL.6N 
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The Arab Hotels Est. Co. Ltd. 


Invitation 

for 

pre-qualification of contractors 


The Arab Hotels Est. Company invites interested 
Contractors / Suppliers and who has completed 
similar projects to submit their pre-qualification 
documents reflecting their interest in participating 
in the Kitchen or landry or lifts works for 
Rammallah Park Plaza Hotel planned to be 
constructed on the company's land in Rammallah. 

Pre-qualification forms could be collected from the 
Arab Realestate Company and returned within a 
period up to 20 February 1997 at their address in 
Nablus, Palestine, Abu Raid Center - Omar Ben Al 
Khattab St. 


Tel.: + 972-9-384030, Fax.: +972-9-384034 
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The Arab Hotels Est. Co. Ltd. 


Invitation 

for 

pre-qualification of contractors 

The Arab Hotels Est. Co. invites interested 
Contractors under category '‘A” in their related 
works and as classified hy the Palestinian 
Conirator’s Union and who has copmleted similar 
projects (A Joint- Venture with Arab or International 
qualified firms is highly preferable) to submit their 
pre-qualification documents reflecting their interest 
in participating in the Interior Decoration or 
electrical or A/C or Plumbing works for 
Rammallah Park Plaza Hotel planned to be 
constructed on the company’s land in Rammallah. 

Pre-qualification forms could be collected from the 
Arab Realestate Company and returned within a 
period up to 25 February 1997 at their address in 
Nablus, Palestine, Abu Raid Center - Omar Ben Al 
Khattab St. 

Tel.: + 972-9-384030, Fax.: +972-9-384034 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

A leading Airline operating in the region has 
an immediate openning for a female Sales 
Representative. 

Applicants must meet the followings: 

- Age 23 - 30 

- Presentable 

- Minimum University degree in 
Business Administration or Economics 
preferably from a USA or UK 
Universities. 

- English is a must, any other languages 

Is a plus. j 

- Holds a valid driving licence 

The position offers a competitive salary, 
health insurance and social security. 

Pleasesend your C. V with a recent photo 
to the following address: 

Director of Marketing and Sales 
P.O.Box 5636 
Amman 11183 - Jordan 
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Jordan Times, Saturday, January 25, 1997j| 


Sudan masses troops 
for counteroffensive 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) 
— Sudan has massed troops 
in its eastern regions to pre- 
pare a counterattack against 
rebels occupying Sudanese 
border towns for the past 
fortnight, press reports said 
Friday. 

The rebel National 
Democratic Alliance 

cNDA). bringing together 
the southern-based Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
l SPLA) ai'd northern oppo- 
nents of Khartoum’s Islamic 
regime, have seized an area 
of territory in eastern Sudan 
in an offensive begun this 
month. 

Sudanese President 

Hasson Bashir said in 
remarks published on Friday 
that his forces were getting 
ready -.c “liberate’’ eastern 
Sudan from invading 
Ethiopian and Eritrean 
forces. 

"The struation now is as 
follows: The initial attack 
from the Ethiopian and 
Eritrean forces has been con- 
tained. and our forces have 
stopped the advance of the 
enemy forces,” General 
Bashir told the left-wing 
Beirut daily A1 Safir. 

"Now they are getting 
ready, after grouping, to 
push to liberate the 
land... every inch of the 
land.” 

Sudan says neighbouring 
Ethiopia and Eritrea have 
invaded eastern Sudan but 
the Sudanese opposition in 
exile say they are responsi- 
ble for the attacks without 
foreign help. 

Gen. Bashir said a new 
front may be opened with 
Luanda but that Khartoum 


will not move militarily 
against its southern neigh- 
bour unless it attacked first. 

“We do not rule out open- 
ing a front with Uganda, 
especially after the leaders 
of these three countries 
(Ethiopia, Eritrea and 
Uganda) met in London last 
Thursday to coordinate 
against Sudan,” Gen. Bashir 
said. 

“There are forces 
mobilised on the Ugandan 
side of the border, but we 
will not move against 
Uganda unless it begins with 
aggression," Gen. Bashir 
added. 

On Thursday, Sudanese 
Information Minister 

Brigadier AJ Tayeb Ibrahim 
Khair said that Khartoum 
was asking Uganda to stop a 
third front opening in the 
south. 

Sudan has in the past said 
Uganda and Ethiopia have 
made cross-border raids in 
support of John Garang’s 
SPLA, which has been fight- 
ing in the south since 1983. 
Uganda and Ethiopia, in 
turn, say the Sudanese gov- 
ernment supports rebels 
fighting them. 

“Now we are not con- 
fronting Garang, we are con- 
fronting a coalition guarded 
by Zionism, which directly 
supervises it,” Gen. Bashir 
said. 

He repeated his accusa- 
tions that Washington was 
behind the fighting in Sudan. 

The government mouth- 
piece Ai Sudan Ai Hadith on 
Friday reported Higher 
Education Minister Mujahid 
Ibrahim Ahmed Omar as 
saying that the Sudanese 


New Iraqi exile group 
claims attack on Uday 


DUBAI (Agencies) — A lit- 
tle known Iraqi opposition 
group calling itself Al Nahda 
(renaissance) has claimed 
responsibility for an assassi- 
nation attempt last month 
against Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s eldest 


son. 

A senior Iraqi opposition 
official in London confirmed 
a report in the Arabic news- 
paper AI Hayat that four 
members of the group 
escaped from Iraq to Europe 
after the Dec. 12 attack in 
Baghdad against Uday. 

The four assuiUinls were 
;tccompanied by Raad AI 
Hazzaa. a former army offi- 
cer described as the master- 
mind of the attack. Al Hayat 
reported. 

The men hid with bedouin 
tribesmen in western Iraq for 
four days before making 
their way to Jordan then the 
United Arab Emirates, the 
newspaper reported, quoting 
an unnamed Iraqi opposition 
figure in London. 

From the United Arab 
Emirates, they went to 
Europe, the newspaper said. 

Other Iraqi dissidents have 
named Hazaa as a key figure 
in the snack. AI Hayat said 
he was seeking to avenge 
President Saddam's execu- 
tion of his uncle, Gen. Omar 
Al Hazzaa, in 19S6. 

The younger Hazzaa used 
ties to President Saddam's 
relatives to track Uday s 
movements, the newspaper 
said- 

The officials told AFP that 
Al Nahda was behind the 
assassination bid. and not the 
the Shiite Muslim Al Daawa 
Niumiyeh. another opposi- 
tion group which had 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

“.AJ Nahda is a group of 
young nation:ilists of various 
Sunni and Shiite back- 
grounds. with different polit- 
ical orientations.” said the 
opposition official, who 
requested anonymity. 

Al Nahda “had made con- 
tact with Iraqi National 
Congress (the main opposi- 
tion coalition)" in 1994 in 
Kwdistan. bur that it had 
never joined the group. 

Uday was close to death 
earlier this month idler the 


assassination attempt against 
him but is now out of danger, 
sources in Baghdad said 
Wednesday. 

According to the sources, 
Uday suffered two collapsed 
lungs. These complications 


prompted the Iraqi govern- 
ment’s request for French 
doctors. 

A former Iraqi intelligence 
chief now in exile in 
Damascus, General Wafi 
Samarrui, said the attack 
could be the work of ruling 
Baath Party dissidents. 

Uday accused Iran of 
orchestrating the attack, but 
Tehran has denied the allega- 
tion. 

The Iraqi government has 
arrested nearly 600 people 
since an attempt last month 
on Saddam Hussein’s son 
and heir apparent. Mr. 
Samarrai said. 

More than 20 high-ranking 
officers and officials were 
among those detained in the 
capital Baghdad and other 
cities in central Iraq, a tradi- 
tional stronghold of President 
Saddam, said Mr. Samarrai. 

But Mr. Samarrai dis- 
counted the impact of the 
anests on the Iraqi opposi- 
tion. much of which is 
abroad 

“The people and the army 
do not want Saddam, the 
events prove it and more 
operations will take place," 
he said in a statement faxed 
to the Associated Press in 
Cairo. 

Mr. Samarrai said ihar 
Uday may be paralysed tele- 
vision footage after the 
■attack has never shown him 
moving his buck or legs. 

London's Independent 
newspaper quoted Iraqi 
opposition groups as saying 
Uday was hit by four bullets, 
one of which is still lodged in 
his spine. 

The Independent said AI 
Daawa is believed to have 
been involved in the logistics 
and organisation of the plot 
but that Raad Al Hazaa and 
some of his relations were 
the driving force. 

The paper said that after the 
assassination bid. those who 
took part lied to Iran. The 
paper said the Iranian gov- 
ernment had no prior knowl- 
edge of the plot. 

On Tuesday, Iraq in a letter 
to the United Nations 
Security Council, said Iran 
had refused to hand over to it 
suspects in the attack. Iran 
said the claim it was harbour- 
ing those involved in the 
attack were groundless, 
according to the Iraqis. 

The Iranian Foreign 
Ministry has denied involve- 
ment in the attack. The Iraqi 
letter did not name any sus- 
pects. 


people “are capable of liber- 
ating all Sudanese territo- 


The newspaper said the 
minister was one of several 
who had joined troops and 
volunteer units along the 
frontline in the eastern Blue 
Nile state. 

The daily, quoting what it 
called informed sources, 
also said a joint delegation 
of officials from Ethiopia, 
Eritrea and Uganda had vis- 
ited the rebel-occupied town 
of Kurmuk on Thursday, in 
the company of rebel leader 
Garang. 

The paper said the visit 
was a “desperate attempt to 
rescue die Tigrean 
(Ethiopian) troops following 
strikes they were dealt by the 
(Sudanese) armed forces and 
popular defence." 

It also quoted an unnamed 
political source as saying 
that the visit “demonstrates 
the proportion of the intern a- 
tionaJ conspiracy by interna- 
tional imperialism against 
Sudan and refutes the 
Ethiopian denial of involve- 
ment in attacks on Sudanese . 


tem tones. 

Sudan has been gripped by 
conflict since 1984. when 
the Garang’s SPLA rose up 
to tty and topple the Islamic 
regime in Khartoum and end 
the dominance of the Islamic 
north over the largely 
Christian and animist south. 

Sudan Television on 
Friday showed footage of 
troops and civil defence 
recruits in the border area 
and reported that all routes 
to Kurmuk and Qessan and 
the surrounding territory 
were under their control. 


Ekeus says 
Iraq can 
no longer 
develop 
missiles 


DUBAI (AFP) — U.N. 
disarmament chief Rolf 
Ekeus said he doubts Iraq's 
ability to develop long- 
range missiles or nuclear 
weapons, according to 
remarks published in the 
Arab newspaper Al Hayat 
on Friday. 

“We doubt the capacity of 
Iraq to produce missiles 
with a range of more than 
150 kilometres," said Mr. 
Ekeus. chairman of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on disarming 
Iraq. 

“Thanks to die monitoring 
system put in place in Iraq 
by UNSCOM, we are con- 
vinced that Iraq is not man- 
ufacturing long-range mis- 
siles." as demanded by U.N. 
resolutions. 

However, he said Iraq 
could “load its missiles (of 
less than 150 kilometres) 
with prohibited warheads.” 

Under U.N. resolutions 
adopted after the Gulf war. 
UNSCOM inspectors must 
account for and supervise 
the destruction of all Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, including missiles with 
a range of more than 150 
kilometres which could tar- 
get Iraq’s neighbours. 

A crippling oil embargo 
imposed after Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait can 
only be lifted when the arms 
inspectors have certified 
(hat Baghdad has complied 
with the resolutions. 

“Iraq does not have the 
capacity to act in a manner 
which represents a danger 
to the (Gulf) region," Mr. 
Ekeus said, but added that if 
Iraq "resumed development 
of its chemical and biologi- 
cal capabilities, that would 
be a very dangerous issue.” 

Mr. Ekeus also said 
Baghdad “does not possess 
nuclear weapons and does 
not have the capacity to pro- 
duce them.” 

However, he accused Iraqi 
leaders of hindering 
UNSCOM ’s mission by 
refusing to clear up out- 
standing issues concerning 
mainly the long-range mis- 
siles which Baghdad claims 
it has destroyed. 
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JORDANIAN-SAUDI SUMMIT: His Majesty King Hussein and Saudi Arabia's Kind Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz 
hold talks in Riyadh on Thursday. King Hussein returned home on Friday after the visit to Saudi Arabia, where 
he also performed the Umra pilgrimage (see page 1) (Petra photo) 


Arafat appoints former 
Hamas activist to his cabinet 


Beirut rejects Jordan’s 
complaint over Iraqis 


HEBRON (AP) — In a 
move to draw support from 
his opposition, Yasser Arafat 
on Friday appointed a mem- 
ber of the Islamic Movement 
who once ran with the mili- 
tant Hamas organisation, to 
serve as a minister in his cab- 


inet. 

Tala! Sidr, a 44 year-old 
from Hebron, where Hamas, 
rather than Mr. Arafat’s Fateh 
party, enjoys popular sup- 
port, was sworn in as minis- 
ter of youth in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

Mr. Sidr. a former Hamas 
activist, was arrested three 
times by Israel in 1988 for 
activities related to the intifa- 
da. before he was deported to 
Lebanon in 1992 along with 
hundreds' of other suspected 
militants. 

The group was allowed to 
return after Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (PLO) signed 
the September 1993 Oslo 
peace agreement. 

The appointment was 
announced by Mr. Arafat at a 
cabinet meeting in Hebron, 
the first session held there 
since SO per cent of the city 

was turned over to 
Palestinian control following 
the recent Israel PLO Hebron 
deal. 

Mr. Sidr. who describes 
himself as a “son of the 
Islamic Movement,’’ has 
been an outspoken opponent 


of the Oslo accord but said 
that his views would not 
interfere with his post in the 
Palestinian cabineL 

“I am still against Oslo... 
But I can serve my own peo- 
ple," Mr. Sidr told the 
Associated Press. “We have 
to cooperate with (Arafat) 
and work together for build- 
ing a homeland," he said. 

The appointment is impor- 
tant for relations between Mr. 
Arafat and rival Palestinian 
factions who criticise the 
Palestinian leader for making 
agreements with Israel which 
fall short of creating full 
statehood. 

“II is certainly important 
for Palestinian national 
unity,” Labour Minister 
Samir Ghosheh 'said of the 


appointment. 

Mr. Sidr no longer identi- 
fies himself directly with 
Hamas, the group that 
claimed responsibility for a 
series of suicide bombings 
last year that killed scores of 
Israelis and now works with 
the more religious Islamic 
Movement. Hamas sources 
in Hebron said the group, 
which rejects Israel-PLO 
peace making, quietly sup- 
ports Mr. Sidr’s appointment 

Wearing a dark suit and tie, 
Mr. Sidr placed his right 
hand on the Koran and 
pledged to work closely with 
Mr. Arafat and for the 
Palestinian people. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon on Friday rejected 
a formal complaint from 
Jordan over its release of 
three Iraqi diplomats 
accused of killing an Iraqi 
opposition leader in Beirut 
three years ago. 

“The memorandum (of 
complaint) is unacceptable 
in both form and content. 
The Foreign Ministry will 
send Lebanon’s reply to 
Jordan," said Foreign 
Minister Fares Bouez. 

Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh summoned 
Lebanese Ambassador to 
Jordan William Habib last 
week to complain about the 
Lebanese court’s decision 
to free the Iraqis. ‘ 

“The freeing of criminals 
is a violation of Lebanon's 
engagement to fight terror- 
ism and its commitment to 
justice,” said the Jordanian 
memorandum to the 
Lebanese government. 

Lebanese authorities 
announced Monday that 
Fares Kamel, Ali Sultan 
Darwish and Hadi Hassun 
Najm — held since 70- 
year-old Shiite Muslim 
opposition member Taleb 
Souheil was gunned down 
in April 1994 — would be 
released. 

The judge in the case. 
Said Mirza, made the deci- 
sion after receiving a 


Foreign Ministry report 
confirming the three had 
diplomatic status. 

The three Iraqis were 
freed on Thursday into the 
charge of the Lebanese 
security services, and they 
are expected to be expelled 
from Lebanon in the next 
few days, judicial sources 
said. 

Souheil, who held 
Jordanian and Saudi pass- 
ports, was a leading mem- 
ber of the London-based 
Council for a Free Iraq 
which opposes President 
Saddam Hussein. 

One week after the 
killing, Beirut broke off 
diplomatic relations with 
Baghdad after the Iraqi 
authorities failed to lift the 
suspects’ diplomatic immu- 
nity. 

Shortly after the murder, 
Mr. Bouez said the diplo- 
mats had confessed their 
involvement and that they 
were intelligence agents. 

Iraq itself has denied any 
involvement in the murder 
and accuses Lebanon of 
violating the 1961 Vienna 
Convention regarding 
diplomatic relations. 

In the wake of the deci- 
sion to release the three, 
diplomats said Lebanon is 
now considering a renewal 
of tips with Iraq, notably 
economic links. 


EU letter assures Palestinians of commitment to 
achieving just, lasting and comprehensive peace 


By Michael Jansen 


LITTLE IS known about 
the European role in the 
negotiations leading to last 
week’s Hebron protocol 
which brought about 
Israel’s evacuation of 80 
per cent of the West Bank 
rown on Jan. 17. 

But Europe’s direct 
involvement in the Hebron 
deal has prompted die 
European envoy to the 
Middle East peace process. 
Spain's Miguel Moratinos. 
to try to bring Syria and 
Israel back to the negotiat- 
ing table in an endeavour to 
secure a “comprehensive" 
regional peace. 

Until Sunday. Jan. 12. 
Israel and the U.S. put up a 
joint effort to exclude direct 
European involvement in 
Palestinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions. But as the atmosphere 
soured and the situation 
became increasingly des- 
perate. the “strategic part- 
ners’' took the strategic 
decision of inviting Europe 
to provide a “collateral let- 
ter of assurances” to the 
Palestinians to encourage 
them to compromise on a 
deadline for Israeli with- 
drawal from the rural areas 
of the West Bank. - 

It was on the same day 
that King Hussein made his 
dramatic mission to Gaza 
to discuss with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat the 
Aug. .3 1. 1998. date for the 
completion of redeployment 


rather than the Sept. 4, 1997 
deadline fixed in the second 
Oslo accord of September. 

Mr. Arafat agreed after he 
had been promised a combi- 
nation of assurances — 
American. European, 
Jordanian and Egyptian. 

Mr. Moratinos presented 
the European letter early on 
Jan. 15, after the Hebron 
protocol was initialled by 
the two sides. 

» But both the U.S. and 
European letters to the 
Palestinians were kept 
^secret “for the time being." 
ns one authoritative 
'Palestinian source put it. 

Another said that the 
Palestinians did “not want 
to undermine (Israeli 


Premier Benyumin) 
Netanyahu's position.” 

While the American letter 
remaias unpublished, the 
Jordan Times was able to 
obtain a copy of the 
European text, which the 
previous Palestinian source 
said. "... much stronger than 
the U.S. letter — taking into 
account the fact that 
Europe's position is much 
better from our point of 
view.” 

Following is the text of 
letter that the European 
Union presidency provided 
to Mr. Arafat on the conclu- 
sion of the Hebron protocol: 
Dear Mr, President, 

IN MY capacity, as presi- 
dent of the Council of 
Ministers of the European 
Union, allow me. first of all. 


to congratulate you on the 
occasion of the signing of 
the protocol in implementa- 
tion of Israeli redeployment 
in Hebron and the connect- 
ed documents. 

As you are aware, tin. 
European Union, through 
its special envoy to the 
Middle East peace process, 
has been in close contact 
with all the parties involved 
in order to help achieving 
this important break- 
through. The Hebron nego- 
tiations demonstrated that 
only the parties to the con- 
flict can ultimately resolve 
their differences. 

The European Union is 
convinced that you have 
reached a fair and balanced 
agreement which will 
favour further progress 
within the framework estab- 
lished by the Madrid con- 
ference and the Oslo agree- 
ments. 

Please be assured. Mr. 
President, that the European 
Union remains committed 
to the completion of a just, 
lasting and comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East. It 
will therefore use all its 
political and moral weight 
to ensure that all the provi- 
sions in the agreements 
■already reached will be 
fully implemented on the 
basis of reciprocity bv both 
Israeli and Palestinian sides 
in a timely fashion. 

Hans Van Micrio 
Dutch Foreign Minister 
who holds the presidency of 


the Council of Ministers at 
present. 

Ir is the final paragraph 
whiijh lays down European 
policy on the peace process, 
reaffirming Europe’s com- 
mitment to a “just, lasting 
and comprehensive peace” 
in the region and stating 
Europe’s willingness to 
“use all its political and 
moral weight to ensure ail 
the provisions in the agree- 
ments already reached will 
be fully implemented..." 

These two phrases distin- 
guish the European position 
V om of the U.S. which 
is prepared to interpret and 
modify the agreements 
already reached in order to 
accommodate Israel. 

Thus, the European iener 
is considered by- 
Palestinians a very strop" 
assertion that Israel nuts* 
honour its treaty obligations 
and a pledge to use “politi- 
cal means to secure com- 
pliance. 

A* Europe is Israel's 
main market. Europe is in 
an excellent situation to 
exert economic pressure to 
ensure compliance. 

The Palestinians could not 
have asked for more con- 
crete assurances, ft is now 
up »o the hesitant and cau- 
tious Dutch presidency. j n 

spite of Holland's close tie" 

3„d iisiradi- 
jwnal fr.en(h h |p with the 
Jewish state, to meet the 
commitment made in the 



Brazilian offers 
$500 reward 
for lost chicken 


BRASILIA (R) — A 

Brazilian woman is offering 
a $500 reward for informa- 
tion leading to the return of 
her lost pet Scratchy, a chick- 
en that drinks milk- and 
sleeps in a bed, the Globo 

newspaper repotted. It said- 
Irene Azevedo, 41, of Belo 
Horizonte, was distraught 
and unable to sleep after 
Scratchy disappeared. “She 
could be in somebody’s pot 
by now” the newspaper 
quoted Azevedo as saving. 
“But she's not jusi a v ftieken. 
She’s a loving companion, a 
jewel." She has hired a pri 
vote detective and placed 
advertisements in local 
newspapers offering a $500 
reward. Azevedo said she. 
would easily recognise her 
chicken. Scratchy drinks a 
.saucer of n? inr ever' n»» h * 
before retiring to a special 
cot 


Man takes joy-ride 
in Siberian train 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
police are looking for a man 
who took a locomotive for a- 
joy-ride on a major Siberian 
railway, Intermix news 
agency reported It said an 
unidentified person had 
introduced himself us a train 
driver to a duty officer on 
Wednesday at Tynda station 
on the Baikal- Amur line that 
runs from lake Baikal to 
Russia's far east He then 
drove the locomotive away/ 
It was found abandoned late 
ax night not far from the sta- 
tion, but there are no clues to 
die identity of the driver. 


Burglar caught by 
footprints in snow 


SARATOGA SPRINGS (R) 
— An ex-convict who 
allegedly stole office equip- 
ment riot only left a trail of 
footprints in the snow but 
walked into a restaurant 
filled with police officers, 
authorities said. Saratoga 
Springs police officer 
Gregory Santos discovered 
the burglary at an iasurance - 
company office on Sunday 
night, tracked the footprints 
into the woods behind the 
building and found a coat 
hat and tape recorders lying 
in the snow. The'irail then 
took him to the ooor of a 
restaurant where hundreds of 
local and stafje police officers 
were attending a retirement 
party for a New York State 
police sergeant “He tracked 
him down like a Mountie,” 
police - spokesman Robert 
Flanagan said. “When 
Santos came into the party he 
asked whether anyone had 
come in without a coat and 
about 1 2 officers pointed to a . 
man using a pay phone. 
“Santos tapped him on the 
shoulder and arrested him.” 
The suspect, Jude Clairmont, 
was being held without bail 
on third degree burglary 
charges. 


Our brains as - 
big as they*]] get 
scientists say 


LONDON (Rj — ■ Science- 
fiction films that depict our 
descendants as big -brained t 
geniuses are off the mark. 
British .scientists said They 
say our bruins are as big as 
they can be. Chris Winrer and 
fellow researchers at Britis 

Telecommunications PLC's 
BT laboratories say the brain 
has just about reached top 
capacity. At best, it is within 
20 percent of the maximum, 
they told New Scientist maga- 
zine. The human brain — and 
those of other higher mam- 
mals — packs a lot of power 
mio a small area because of 
the convoluted way it folds up 
inside the skull. Human 
brains are about three times 
ihesize of that of our nearest 
relative — the chimpanzee. 
Dolphins and whales have .- 
brains of comparable size 10 
ours. Scientists say the human - 
skull could not grow any big- 
S er Because, as any mother » 
cun attest, it is already almost : t 
too big to go through the birth 
canal. This is one reason 
human babies me from so 
early and helpless — any later 
and their heads would be too 
bic. 
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